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Dear Lord Justice Leveson,

As w om en 's o rgan isa tions w ork ing  to  end d iscrim ination  and v io len ce  against w om en and girls, 

we w ou ld  like to  thank  you fo r the oppo rtun ity  to  give ev idence to  the Inquiry and to  raise the 

im portance  o f addressing the portraya l o f w om en as part o f the investigation in to  the cu lture, 

e th ics and practices o f the UK media. W e w anted  to  take th is oppo rtun ity  to  sum m arise  our 

key recom m endations, and to  c la rify  the steps needed to  im p lem ent som e o f these changes.

In particu lar, we w ou ld  like to  d raw  you r a tten tion  to  the fact tha t the be low  

recom m enda tions w ou ld  not requ ire  any leg islative change tha t extends beyond the rem it o f 

the Inquiry.

In re la tion  to  app ly ing the pre-w atershed restric tions o f broadcast media to  m ainstream  

new spapers w h ich  are not age-restricted , such gu ide lines cou ld be w ritten  into the new  code 

o f practice, assum ing that a pro fess iona l code o f practice rem ains the m ainstay o f the 

regu la tory  system  fo r the prin t-based m edia, and w ou ld  not requ ire  separate leg islation fo r 

im p lem enta tion . This is im portan t as it p laces the issue firm ly  w ith in  the rem it o f the Inquiry to  

be considered  as one o f the po ten tia l recom m endations.

If w ritten  by an independent body o f experts, as opposed to  the industry itse lf (a 

recom m enda tion  we w ou ld  fu rthe r support) we be lieve th is w ou ld  prov ide a stronger 

fram ew o rk  fo r a pro fess iona l and responsib le  press. Any  such code m ust be capab le  o f 

app rop ria te  en fo rcem ent, w h ich as it stands strong ly  suggests sta tu to ry  underp inn ing, but we 

apprec ia te  tha t th is is a b roader concern and one tha t the Inquiry, as w ell as the Governm ent, 

is assessing.

To re ite rate , g rea te r consistency in media regu lation in re la tion  to  restricting sexualised 

im agery in un restricted  new spapers we be lieve w ou ld  not in and o f itse lf requ ire  a change in 

the law, on ly  a change o f the  code o f practice, backed up by an e ffective  en fo rcem ent 

m echanism .

As presented at the Inquiry, ou r key recom m enda tions include the fo llow ing:

• That the PCC is replaced by a stronger body w h ich w ill hear com p la in ts  from  groups as 
w ell as indiv iduals; w h ich has pow ers to  investigate on its ow n au tho rity  as w ell as 
acting on com pla in ts; w h ich is independent o f the press and has represen ta tives o f 
equa lity  g roups on it; o f w h ich m em bersh ip  is com pu lsory; and w h ich can im pose 
strong sanctions w hen com p la in ts  are upheld, inc lud ing perhaps fines.
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• That gender equa lity  and issues re lated to  d iscrim ination  on the basis o f sex shou ld be 
key and d istin c t com ponen ts o f any new  codes o f practice fo r the prin t based media 
and tha t w om en 's groups shou ld be consu lted in draw ing  up the code to  ensure these 
e lem en ts are app rop ria te ly  captured .

• That th is new  and independent body should carry ou t ongoing m on ito ring  o f patterns 
o f d iscrim ination .

• That jou rna lis ts  should receive tra in ing  on the m yths and rea lit ies about v io lence  
against w om en and how  to  trea t v ic tim s as w ell as on issues concern ing  gender 
ste reo typ ing  and the harm s associated w ith  sexua lisation and ob jectifica tion .

• That a new  code o f practice is deve loped fo r the way 'case stud ies ' are dea lt w ith  by 
the media.

• That regu lation o f prin ted m ateria ls shou ld be consisten t w ith  o th e r fo rm s o f media 
regu lation so tha t if sexua lly  ob jectify ing  m ateria l w ou ld  not pass pre-w atershed 
restric tion s on the te lev is ion  it should not be prin ted in un restricted  new spapers.

• That schoo ls should be requ ired to  tack le  gender inequa lity  and gender ste reo types and 
de live r m edia lite racy  classes.

In ou r testim ony, we touched on the fact tha t certa in  m em bers o f pa rliam ent w ho have in the 

past raised serious concerns about the  portraya l o f w om en in the m edia have them se lves been 

v ilified  in the press and, if they  are w om en, also ob jectified  and sexualised, thus restricting 

th e ir  freedom  o f speech and ou r dem ocracy. W e look fo rw ard  to  th is m atte r being taken up 

fu rthe r in M odu le  3.

W e w ou ld  be very  happy to  m eet w ith  you o r you r legal team  to  d iscuss any o f th is fu rthe r and 

please fee l free  to  em ail any questions o r queries to  Anna van Heesw ijk, Cam paigns M anager 

at OBJECT, at anna@ ob ject.o rg .uk .

Thank you.

Yours sincerely.

Heather Harvey 
Eaves Housing

Holly Dustin 
End Violence Against 

Women

Jacqueline Hunt 
Equality Now

Anna van Heeswijk 
Object
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