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27 F eb ru a ry  2012

D ea r Lord Ju s tice  Leveson,

A s  w o m e n 's  o rg a n isa t io n s  w o rk in g  to  end  d is c r im in a t io n  and v io le n c e  ag a in s t w o m en  and g irls , 

w e  w o u ld  like to  th a n k  you  fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  g ive  e v id en ce  to  th e  Inqu iry  and to  ra ise  th e  

im p o rta n ce  o f a d d re ss in g  th e  p o rtra ya l o f  w o m en  as p a rt o f  th e  in ve s t ig a tio n  in to  th e  cu ltu re , 

e th ic s  and p ra c t ice s  o f  th e  UK m ed ia . W e  w an ted  to  ta ke  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  su m m a rise  o u r 

key re co m m en d a t io n s , and to  c la r ify  th e  s tep s  needed  to  im p le m e n t som e  o f th e se  changes.

In p a rt icu la r, w e  w ou ld  like to  d ra w  y o u r  a t te n t io n  to  th e  fa c t th a t th e  b e lo w  

re co m m e n d a t io n s  w ou ld  no t re qu ire  an y  le g is la t ive  change  th a t e x te n d s  beyond  th e  re m it o f 

th e  Inqu iry .

In re la t io n  to  ap p ly in g  th e  p re -w a te rsh ed  re s tr ic t io n s  o f  b ro a d ca s t m ed ia  to  m a in s tre a m  

n e w sp ap e rs  w h ich  a re  no t ag e -re s tr ic ted , su ch  g u id e lin e s  cou ld  be w r it te n  in to  th e  n ew  code  

o f p ra c tice , a ssu m ing  th a t a p ro fe ss io n a l code  o f p ra c t ice  rem a in s  th e  m a in s ta y  o f th e  

re g u la to ry  sy s tem  fo r  th e  p r in t-b a sed  m ed ia , and w o u ld  no t re q u ire  sep a ra te  le g is la t io n  fo r  

im p le m e n ta t io n . Th is  is im p o rta n t as it p la ce s  th e  issue f irm ly  w ith in  th e  re m it o f  th e  Inqu iry  to  

be co n s id e re d  as one  o f th e  p o te n t ia l re co m m en d a t io n s .

If w r it te n  by an in d e p e n d e n t b o d y  o f expe rts , as o p p o sed  to  th e  in d u s try  its e lf  (a 

re c o m m e n d a t io n  w e  w o u ld  fu r th e r  su pp o rt)  w e  b e lie v e  th is  w ou ld  p ro v id e  a s tro n g e r 

fra m e w o rk  fo r  a p ro fe ss io n a l and re sp o n s ib le  press. A n y  such  co de  m ust be cap a b le  o f 

a p p ro p r ia te  e n fo rc e m e n t, w h ich  as it s tand s  s tro n g ly  suggests  s ta tu to ry  u n d e rp in n in g , bu t w e 

ap p re c ia te  th a t th is  is a b ro a d e r  co n ce rn  and one  th a t th e  Inqu iry , as w e ll as th e  G o ve rn m en t, 

is assess ing .

To re ite ra te , g re a te r  co n s is te n cy  in m ed ia  re g u la t io n  in re la t io n  to  re s tr ic t in g  sexua lised  

im age ry  in u n re s tr ic te d  n ew sp ap e rs  w e  b e lie v e  w o u ld  no t in and o f  its e lf  re q u ire  a change  in 

th e  law , o n ly  a change  o f  th e  co de  o f p ra c tice , backed  up by an e ffe c t iv e  e n fo rc e m e n t 

m echan ism .

A s p re sen te d  a t th e  Inqu iry , o u r  key  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g :

• T ha t th e  PCC is re p la ced  by a s tro n g e r b o d y  w h ich  w ill h ea r co m p la in ts  fro m  g ro u p s  as 
w e ll as in d iv idu a ls ; w h ich  has p o w e rs  to  in ve s t ig a te  on  its o w n  a u th o r ity  as w e ll as 
a c t in g  on  co m p la in ts ; w h ich  is in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  p ress and has re p re se n ta t iv e s  o f 
e q u a lity  g ro u p s  on it; o f  w h ich  m e m b e rsh ip  is co m pu lso ry ; and w h ich  can im p o se  
s tro n g  sa n c t io n s  w hen  c o m p la in ts  a re  u p he ld , in c lu d in g  p e rh ap s  fines.
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• T ha t g e n d e r e q u a lity  and issues re la ted  to  d is c r im in a t io n  on  th e  bas is  o f  sex sh ou ld  be 
key and  d is t in c t  co m p o n e n ts  o f  any  n ew  co de s  o f p ra c t ice  fo r  th e  p r in t based m ed ia  
and th a t w o m e n 's  g ro up s  sh ou ld  be co n su lte d  in d ra w in g  up th e  code  to  en su re  th e se  
e le m e n ts  a re  a p p ro p r ia te ly  ca p tu re d .

• T ha t th is  n ew  and in d e p e n d e n t b o d y  shou ld  ca rry  o u t on g o in g  m o n ito r in g  o f p a tte rn s  
o f  d is c r im in a t io n .

• T ha t jo u rn a lis ts  sh ou ld  re ce ive  tra in in g  on  th e  m y th s  and re a lit ie s  a b o u t v io le n ce  
ag a in s t w o m en  and h o w  to  t re a t v ic t im s  as w e ll as on  issues co n ce rn in g  g en d e r 
s te re o ty p in g  and th e  ha rm s a sso c ia ted  w ith  se xu a lis a t io n  and o b je c t if ic a t io n .

• T ha t a n e w  co de  o f p ra c tice  is d e v e lo p e d  fo r  th e  w ay  'ca se  s tu d ie s ' a re  d e a lt  w ith  by 
th e  m ed ia .

• T ha t re g u la t io n  o f  p r in te d  m a te r ia ls  sh ou ld  be c o n s is te n t w ith  o th e r  fo rm s  o f m ed ia  
re g u la t io n  so th a t if s e xu a lly  o b je c t ify in g  m a te r ia l w o u ld  no t pass p re -w a te rsh ed  
re s tr ic t io n s  on  th e  te le v is io n  it sh ou ld  no t be p r in ted  in u n re s tr ic te d  new sp ap e rs .

• T ha t sch o o ls  sh ou ld  be re q u ire d  to  ta ck le  g e n d e r in e q u a lity  and  g e n d e r  s te re o typ e s  and 
d e liv e r  m ed ia  lite ra cy  c lasses.

In o u r  te s t im o n y , w e  to u ch ed  on th e  fa c t th a t ce rta in  m em b e rs  o f  p a r lia m e n t w h o  have in th e  

past ra ised  se r io u s  co n ce rn s  a b o u t th e  p o rtra ya l o f  w o m en  in th e  m ed ia  have th em se lv e s  been  

v ilif ie d  in th e  p re ss and , if th e y  are  w om en , a lso  o b je c t if ie d  and sexua lised , th u s  re s tr ic t in g  

th e ir  fre e d o m  o f sp eech  and o u r  dem o cra cy . W e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th is  m a tte r  be ing  ta ken  up 

fu r th e r  in M o d u le  3.

W e  w o u ld  be v e ry  h app y  to  m ee t w ith  you  o r  y o u r  lega l te a m  to  d iscu ss  any  o f  th is  fu r th e r  and 

p lea se  fe e l fre e  to  em a il an y  q u e s t io n s  o r  q u e r ie s  to  A nn a  van  H eesw ijk , C am pa ign s  M a n a g e r  

a t OBJECT, at a n n a @ o b je c t .o rg .u k .

T hank  you .

Y ou rs  s in ce re ly .

Heather Harvey 
Eaves Housing

Holly Dustin 
End V io lence Against 

W om en

Jacqueline Hunt 
Equality Now

Anna van Heesw ijk 
Object
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