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( j )  R i Hon T heresa May 
(2) First siatement: 

(3 f E xhibits T M F  3 
(4) 30* April 2012

m  T H E  M A T T E R  O F  T H E  L E V E S O N  IM Q y iR Y

W n m S S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  R T  H O N  T H E R E S A  M A Y  M P

i, T H E  R t H o n  T h e re s a  M a y  M P , c/o T h e  H om e Office. 2  y a rs h a m  S treet S W IP  

4 D F , W IL L  S A Y  A S  F O L L O W S ;

1, Insofar as  th e  m atters  set out in this s ta tem ent derive  from  m y own  

know ledge, th ey  are  true. W h e re  m atters  a re  not w ithin m y personal 

know ledge, they a re  true to the  best of m y inform ation and be lie f and derive  

from  th e  sources stated,

2, T h e  inquiry, in the letter dated  26*^ M arch  2 0 1 2 , has asked  m e  to respond to 

19 questions, som e o f w hich contain  sub-questions. In order to assist the  

inquiry 1 h ave  th ere fo re  set out the questions asked  o f m e  and, w h ere  

appropriate , broken th em  dow n into sub-questions; I have provided m y  

answ ers  b eneath  them:.

3, In fetation to questions three , e ight and nine, I h ave  been  asked  to provide  

‘re levan t docum ents' w hen  providing my an sw er and in respect of question 15  

I h ave  b een  asked  to provide ‘all ava ilab le  records o f m eetings and  

conversatior^s’ I have had with various m ed ia  personnel. I h ave  produced  

docum entation  and records w h erever possible (a t T M /1 -  3) but, in doing so, 1 

did not carry out a  search  for docum ents  personally  and  I h ave  b een  assisted  

by H o m e O ffice officials and m y S pecia l A dvisers in producing them . 1 

understand th a t the searches  conducted w e re  fuil and  thorough.
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1 , W lio  are you and a brie f sum m ary o f your career?

4, I have held office as the Secretary of State for the Home Department and 

Minister for Women and Equalities since May 2010. I have been the 

Conservative MP for Maidenhead since 1997, and a Privy Coundifor since 

2003.

5. Following a Geography degree at St Hugh’s College, Oxford, I w/orked at the 

Sank of England from 1977 to 1983. Between 1983 and 1985 I worked at the 

Inter-Bank Research Organisation. From 1985 to 1997 I held several roles at 

the Association for Payment Clearing Services, becoming head of the 

European Affairs Unit and then Senior Advisor on international Affairs. As a 

Councillor in the London Borough of Merton from 1986 to 1994 I served as 

Chairman of Education from 1988 to 1990 and Deputy Group Leader and 

Housing Spokesman from 1992 to 1994. I contested the North West Durham 

constituency in the 1992 general election and the Barking by-election in 1994.

6 , Following my election to Parliament in 1997, ! was an Opposition frontbencher 

from 1998 and a member of the Shadow Cabinet from 1999 until the 2010 

genera! election, in that period 1 served as: Shadow Secretary of State for 

Education and Employment from June 1999 to September 2001; Shadow 

Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions from 

September 2001 to July 2002; Chairman of the Conservative Party from July 

2002 to November 2003; Shadow Secretary of State for Transport and the 

Environment from November 2003 to June 2004; Shadow Secretary of State 

for the Family from June 2004 to May 2005; Shadow Secretary of Slate for 

Culture, Media and Sport and the Family from May to December 2005; 

Shadow Leader of the House of Commons from December 2005 to January 

2009; and Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions from January 

2009 to May 2010. ! was also Shadow Minister for Women from 2007 to

2010.

7. As Home Secretary and Equalities Minister I am responsible for.
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® working with other departments and agencies to ensure an effective and co­
ordinated response to the threat of terrorism 

® working with the police in Engiand and Wales and other partners to reduce
crime and protect the public ■ ^ a

® maintaining effective immigration and border controls for the United Kingdom 
® working across government to improve eguality and reduce discrimination.

8 , As well as leading the Home Office overall (which includes the Office for 

Security and Counter Terrorism, the Crime and Policing Group, the 

Government Equalities Office and the Border Force) i am responsible for 

three agencies -  the UK Border Agency, the Identity and Passport Service 

and the Criminal Records Bureau -  all of which provide directly managed 

services to the public, I am accountable for the Security Service. I am also 

responsible for a number of independent and non-departmental public bodies 

including Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, the Independent 

Safeguarding Authority, the Independent Police Complaints Commission, the 

National Policing improvement Agency (to be abolished by the end of this 

year) and the Serious Organised Crime Agency (to be absorbed into the new 

National Crime Agency in due course). I am in the process of establishing a 

National Crime Agency, a police professional body and a national police

information technology company.

2 Please ass is t the Inquiry bv setting ou t you r.current ppycy and o M lB ilM iM
m spons ib iiltles  and areas o f m flu e m e  in r e la t io i i to ih g je ^
m ay have a bearing on the re la tionship between.llie^ j ic® and,tbe..med8.a..J M
inquiry Is particu iarlv Interested in the fo ilo w lpg areas,....b y t ...lM®^® rnay,„M
others:

sfartdards or guidance on the aivlngl and.receiving o f hospste lit^  
the condyct o f police media relations Cinciudjrag .formal artd,.jn form ai 
briefing, the ind us ion  o f representatives o f . th e media in poj.i.c® 
operations, and police tra in ing and standards in th is  a rea|;

(c) practice m the acayis ition, safeguarding:, use and d isd o sy re  o f P®rggl!gl
inform ation; , , ■ s.

|d | po lice operations in relatiop to  a iieoations of  crim lnai wrongdoinci by, o r
w ith in  the media;

(e) the appo in tm en t leadership, performance and— Profile ..of— me
Com m issioner o f Police fo r the Metropolis.

Your answer should include in partlc iiie r a descrip tion o f .an¥__pow M §.^ 
functions vou exercise in the relevant areas by v irtue o f statute, any f lo a j^ a i 
o r aovernance decis ions it fa lls  to  you to take,, arvyjro le  you haye,,or,,niay„elgcj
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to  take in the promylgatsoiri o f gyldance or other expectations, and the extent 
to whacii, althoueih you do oo t have d irect o r operational responslbslitles. you 
w oyid  expect to  owe o r reeeive advice or briofincis, Inc lyd itiq  on a coofiderstaai 
basis.

9. I shouid start by explaining my role in relation to policing in England and 

Wales.

R esoonsib iH iies fo r  p o lic in g

10. As Home Secretary, I have ministerial oversight of policing in England and 

Wales. The day-to-day job of policing in each of the 43 English and Welsh 

police areas sits with the chief constable in each force. From November this 

year, directly-elected police and crime commissioners (PCCs) will take 

responsibility for holding chief constabies to account for policing their force 

area. They will replace police authorities, made up of nominated local 

councillors and independents, whose responsibility it is now?. The 

Government’s policy is to strengthen local accountability and transparency, 

and increase professional discretion in policing, with centra! government 

focusing more sharply on the national and cross-border challenges facing the 

police.

11. As Home Secretary 1 have a strategic leadership role, setting the overail 

policy direction for policing in England and Wales on behalf of the 

Government. I am accountable to Parliament and the public for the allocation 

of national funding to forces, and for the legislative framework within which 

forces operate.

12. Police authorities -  or, from November, PCCs ™ are responsible for holding 

the chief constable to account Each PCC will be responsible for setting the 

force budget, including the level of the precept^ They will appoint and, where 

appropriate, dismiss the chief constable. In the case of the yetropolitan 

Police Service the transition has already been made: the Metropolitan Police

1, The precept is the corriponent of council tax ttiat the police authority asks the billing authority to collect 
annuaiiy.
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Authority was replaced by the SVlayor’s Office for Policing and Crime in 

January. The Home Secretary retains responsibility for the appointment of the 

Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police.

13. Each chief constable is responsible for the day-to-day operational direction 

and control of the officers and staff in their force. The National Policing 

Improvement Agency (NPIA) is responsible for developing guidance and best 

practice in relation to operational policing. The NPIA will be closed in 

December 2012, at which point the police professional body will take on this 

responsibility. Currently, guidance, practice and standards are set by chief 

officers of police, acting collectively through the Association of Chief Police 

Officers (ACPO), or individually in relation to their own forces. The Home 

Office can issue guidance and codes of practice under the Police Act 1996 in 

relation to many aspects of police activity, terms and conditions, misconduct 

and the management of police information.

14. The Government is creating a police professional body and developing a 

professional model for policing in order to improve the strength of police 

leadership. 1 expect the police professional body to play a leading rote in 

supporting police officers and staff to demonstrate high standards of 

behaviour and professionalism, for example by maintaining a code of ethics. 

This will be important in ensuring that the public can continue to have 

confidence in poiice integrity.

15.1 do not believe that it is in the best interests of the police to select senior 

officers from a limited poo! of individuals. While we are fortunate in England 

and Wales to have a talented group of chief officers, I want to ensure that 

police forces are able to draw upon the best pool of talent available. Tom 

Winsor’s recommendation^' that candidates should be able to enter the police

^ In d e p e n d e n t  R e v ie w  o f  P o lic e  o f f ic e r s  a n d  S ta f f  R e m u n e ra t io n  a n d  C o n d it io n s  -  f in a l re p o r t .  M a rc h  

2 0 1 2 . C M  8 3 2 5
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directly at the rank of superintendent or, for those with relevant experience 

overseas, at the rank of chief constabie, will be important in this respect.

The ro le  o f  H M IC  a n d  the  IP C C

16. In the context of the remit of this inquiry, the Home Secretary's roie in relation 

to the independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) and Her Majesty's 

Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) is also relevant.

17. The IPCC exists as a non-departmental public body (NOPB) under the 

auspices of the Home Office and therefore of the Home Secretary. Although 

the IPCC is, by definition, independent of government In the exercise of its 

investigatory powers and the operation of its commissioners, funding is 

delegated from the Home Office for its operation. Furthermore, powers to ask 

the IPCC to do specific pieces of wrork (outside their roie in investigating 

compiaints arising from individual cases) exist in the name of the Home 

Secretary under Section 11 of the Police Reform Act 2002.

18. HMIC is also independent of the Home Office in the exercise of its powers 

and the conduct of its inspectors, but it operates from within the Home Office 

for the purposes of its funding. Traditionally, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of 

Constabulary (HMCIC) has acted as the Home Secretary’s adviser on 

policing. That role, along with HMIC’s powers of inspection, enables it to act 

on behalf of the Home Secretary, as it did when it undertook the recent review 

of police integrity. This is covered in detail in my answer to question five.

a) ‘‘s ta n d a rd s  o r  cm idan cB  o n  th e  a n d  r e c e iv im  o f  h o s p ita l i t y ”

19. There are no detailed national standards set on the giving and receiving of 

hospitality, although the Home Office provided updated guidance on 

misconduct, which includes guidance on hospitality, in December 2008, 

issued under Section 87 of the Police Act 1996. This says:

“ T 1 5  P o lice  o ffice rs  n e v e r a cce p t a n y  g ift o r  g ra tu ity  tha t co u ld  com prom ise  
th e ir  im partia lity . D u rin g  the  cou rse  o f  th e ir  du tie s  p o lice  o ffice rs  m ay  be  
offered h o sp ita lity  (e.g. re freshm en ts ) a n d  th is  m ay  be acce p ta b le  as  p a r i o f
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th e ir  ro le. H ow ever, p o lice  o ffice rs  a lw ays  c o n s id e r ca re fu lly  the  m o tiva tion  o f  
the  p e rson  o ffe rin g  a g ift o r  g ra tu ity  o f  a ny  type  a n d  the  r isk  o f  beco m in g  
im p ro p e rly  beh o ld en  to  a p e rson  o r  o rgan isa tion

“1.16 It is  n o t a n tic ip a te d  th a t in expen s ive  g ifts  w o u ld  com prom ise  the  
in te g rity  o f  a p o lice  o fficer, such  as those  from  co n fe re n ce s  (e.g. p ro m o tio n a l 
p ro d u c ts ) o r  d isco u n ts  a im e d  a t the  en tire  p o lice  fo rce  (e.g. a d ve rtise d  
d isco u n ts  th rough  po lice  pub lica tions). H ow ever, a ll g ifts  a n d  g ra tu itie s  m u s t 
be  d e c la re d  in  a cco rda nce  w ith  lo c a l fo rce  p o lic y  w here  au tho risa tion  m a y b e  
re q u ire d  from  a m anager, c h ie f o ffice r o r  po lice  a u th o rity  to  a cce p t a g in  o r  
hosp ita iity . i f  a p o lice  o ffic e r  Is in  a n y  doubt, then  th e y  sh o u ld  seek adv ice  
from  th e ir  m a n a g e r.”^

20. Inconsistency between and within forces on hospitality was highlighted and 

chailersged by HIVIIC In its recent inspection of police integrity^ whsch I 

commissioned on 19 July 2011. At rny request, HMIC’s final report set out an 

expectation that ACPO should produce detailed proposals on its 

recommendations by the end of April 2012. I have discussed this work 

recently with all chief constables and made clear its importance. ! am due to 

receive ACPO's proposals by the end of today, so I will be able to comment 

on them when I appear before the Inquiry.

h) ‘f fh e  c o n d u c t  o f  n o Hcm m e d ia  re la t io n s  jm c iu d im s  fo rm a l m fo r r p ^  
h r m f im .  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  re m e s e n ta t iv e s  
operations, and p o l ic e  t ra in in g  a n d  s ta n d a rd s  in

21 .Chief Constable Andrew Trotter, who heads ACPO’s Communication Advisory 

Group (GAG), made reference to the existing guidance on the conduct of 

police/media relations in his evidence to this Inquiry. In 2010, the CAG, 

working with the Society of Editors, the Newspaper Society and the Crime 

Reporters Association, issued guidance to;

“ ...w id e n  the  s h a re d  u n d e rs tan d ing  be tw e en  the  m ed ia  a n d  the  p o lice  serv ice , 
o u tlin in g  the  k in d  o f  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  co -ope ra tio n  the  m ed ia  can  e xp e c t a n d  
id e n tify in g  a reas  o f  d ifficu lty  to  he lp  the  m ed ia  u n d e rs ta n d  th e j^ ra c t ic a l o r  
le g a l re s tra in ts  u n d e r w h ich  m ed ia  dep a rtm e n ts  som e tim es  w o fii.

 ̂Home Office Guidance: Pofice Office Misconduct, Unsatisfactory Performance and .Attendance Wianagement
Procedures version 1 1 effective from Decembe.r2008.

' ..................... .............. "'''-,-2008

* HMiC Report December 2011 “Without Peas or Favour" , .
httD://wwwJimic.aov uk/media/a“review-of-PQiic.e-feiationsjii^s-2.0jLllE13^Bdf
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22. The CAG issued ‘media relationships guidance’ in August 2011, specifically in 

response to phone hacking, Mr Trotter gave a more detailed description of 

this guidance in his statement, ACPO is working on a programme to help 

forces to implement this guidance and provide more media training to police 

officers and staff.

23 .1 welcome ACPO’s work. As with the inconsistency identified in relation to 

hospitality guidelines I believe that the police leadership is best placed to 

address the recommendations made by HMIC. I am due to receive ACPO’s 

proposals on media reiatlons by the end of today, so I will be able to comment 

on them when I appear before the Inquiry. I have discussed this work with 

chief constables.

c j p ra c t ic e  in  th e  a c q u is it io n ,  sa fes^uard inz i, u s e  a n d  d is c lo s is re  o f  is e rs o n a l 
m fo rm a t io n

24. In July 2005, the NPIA issued a Code of Practice on the Management of 

Police Information. The code is issued under police regulations and its 

purpose is;

“ ...to  ensu re  th a t the re  is  b ro a d  co n s is te n cy  b e tw e en  fo rce s  in  the  w a y  
in fo rm a tio n  is  m a n a g e d  w ith in  the  !aw, to ensu re  e ffe c tive  use o f  ava iia b le  
in fo rm a tio n  w ith in  a n d  be tw e en  in d iv id u a l p o lice  fo rce s  a n d  o th e r agencies, 
and to  p ro v id e  fa ir  tre a tm e n t to  m em b e rs  o f  the  p u b iic ... [a n d ] se ts  o u t the  
p rin c ip le s  go ve rn in g  the  m a n a g e m e n t o f  in fo rm a tion  ( in c lud ing  p e rso n a l 
in fo rm a tion ) w h ich  the  po lice  se rv ice  m ay  n e e d  to  m anag e  a n d u s e . . . ”^

25. The code is underpinned by more detailed guidance which is available from 

the same website,^

 ̂ACPO CAG Guidance 2010, section 1.
!’ntD://wvvw.acpo,gresscerit!’e.cQfn/ii':~:aae!i[:iran,t'";io\S‘'iTiĉB0!V:gC'!:a.a3nK!'f'V:ad:aDet3iisiD-?..s3
® NP!A website: http://vww.npia.poji&e.uk/&n/15088 htm

^ T h e  2 0 0 5  g u id a n c e  is  a ls o  k n o w n  a s  th e  'M o P I C o d e  o f  P ra c t ic e ’ . 'G u id a n c e  o n  th e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  
P o lic e  In fo rm a t io n  2 0 1 0 , S e c o n d  E d it io n ' w a s  p u b l is h e d  in  2 0 1 0 . T h e re  h a s  b e e n  n o  c h a n g e  to  th e  
s ta tu to r y  C o d e  o f  P ra c t ic e  o n  th e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  P o lic e  in fo rm a t io n .  T h e  re v is e d  g u id a n c e  p u b lis h e d  
in  2 0 1 0  d e s c r ib e s  th e  p ro c e s s e s  th a t  s u p p o r t  th e  p r in c ip le s  s e t o u t  in  th e  M o P l C o d e  o f  P ra c t ic e  
{ ta k e n  f r o m  p re fa c e ) .  T h is  g u id a n c e  h a s  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  b y  N P lA  o n  b e h a lf  o f  A C P O  a n d  th e  H o m e  

O ff ic e .  T h is  re v is e d  g u id a n c e  c a n  b e  fo u n d  a t
http ://wvAv. ri pia. po I ice, u k/e n -''rj ocs/iVlanacieiTionl Of Police information 2010.odf

8

MOD300001313

http://vww.npia.poji&e.uk/&n/


For Distribution to CPs

d } p o l ic e  o p e ra iiQ n s  m  re ia t lo n  to  a l iB g a t lo n s o fc r im m a l w r q n g M m m M M  
w sthm  th e  m e d ia

26. The nature of a chief constable’s operationa! Independence means that I do 

not have direct responsibility for police operatior^s -  including decisions on 

what cases to Investigate ~ in any respect.

27. However, I am often updated on police operations and investigations. These 

briefings might be given to me directly by police officers, or they might be 

provided to Home Office officiais. Sometimes 1 request the briefing, and 

sometimes I am made aware of an incident, operation or investigation by 

HfVlClC or a senior police officer.

28. These briefings are for Information only and do not Invite my involvement in 

anything that is properly the operationaS responsibility of chief police officers. 

My ansvi/er to question three lists the occasions when briefing was provided or 

requested in relation to the issues that are the concern of this inquiry.

el th e  a i^ p o in tm e n t  ie a d e rs h m . m r f o r m a n c e  and p r o f i le  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n ei  
o f  P o lic e  f o r  th e  M e t r o m i is

29 .1 have set out elsewhere in this evidence the nature of my involvement, as 

Home Secretary, in the appointment of the Commissioner (see question 

eight).

30, The Metropolitan Police Service has responsibility for national and counter­

terrorism functions as wet! as policing London. Because of these 

responsibilities, I have regular discussions with the Commissioner, both in 

person and by telephone. During those discussions, the Commissioner 

updates me on the force's performance and briefs me on major matters 

affecting the force. My response to question three lists the occasions when 

these discussions included issues relating to phone hacking which are relevan 

to this Inquiry.
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3. Please Clive a fo il chrosioloejieai accoun t together w ith ail relevant 
docym entation, o f the extent o f your awareness and bflefsnei, whether form al 
o r inform al, in relation to  the fol^owsrsci:

(a) a llegations o f phone hacking and oth:er im proper conduct w ithm  Mews 
iotem atlonai;

(b) the course o f conduct o f Operation Caryatid and the 2009 review by the 
M P S  o f tha t operation;

(c| the In itia tion and conduct o f Operations Weetlng, Tuleta and Eiveders.

31.1 was not briefed on any of these issues before I became Home Secretary.

From the point at vi/hich I took office as Home Secretary in May 2010, until the 

new allegations that emerged in the N e w  Y ork T im es  in September 2010, I 

was not briefed specfficaOy on anything relating to phone hacking and other 

improper conduct within News international. Until September, my awareness 

of the allegations was based on media and Parliamentary coverage, it Is 

possible that the case might have been mentioned to me in passing, but I was 

not briefed formally and 1 do not recall any conversations about it before 

September 2010. 1 am not aware of any documents recording any such

matters being mentioned to me in passing, nor anything that indicates that I 

was briefed at any point before then.

S e p te m b e r to  D e ce m b e r 2010

32.1 September 2010: the N e w  Y ork T im es  published new allegations and the 

G uard ian  foliowed up the report in the following days,

33.5 September. 1 was asked in public for my view on the allegations for the first 

time. My response, to the BBC, is explained in my answer to question four.

34.6 September. Home Office officials provided briefing for Home Office Oral 

Questions,

36.6 September: ! answered an Urgent Question in the House of Commons, 

which had been tabled by Tom Watson MP. On that day, I was provided with 

advice, background briefing and a speaking note, for both my answer to the 

Urgent Question and for Home Office oral questions, which were scheduled

10
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QI1 same day. This material covered the history of phone hacking, the 
Metropolitan Police investigation and the new allegations, as well as other 

questions that might be asked. Similar briefing was then provided by the 
Home Office to Downing Street for Prime Minister's Questions in the House of

Commons.

36.21 September; I was briefed ahead of a meeting that day with the 

Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police.

37.13 December; I received an updated briefing ahead of my appearance before 

the Home Affairs Select Committee on the following day.

January to  M ay 2011

38.24 and 27 January Home Office officials provided briefing for Home Office 

and Equality Oral Questions, respectively, in the House of Commons.

39.27 January 2011: 1 had a telephone conversation m th  the then Acting 
Commissioner, Tim Godwin. He updated me about the new investigation -  

Operation Weeting, headed by Deputy Assistant Commissioner (DAC) Sue
_ and explained that News Internationa! was making its systems 

available to the Metropolitan Police, ! saw briefing on the same day for a 

topical question in the House of Commons.

40.28 January; Home Office officials provided me with an update on phone 
hacking issues generally, including the action taken by the Metropolitan 

Police.

41.7 March: 1 was briefed, on phone hacking amongst other subjects, for Home 

Office oral questions in the House of Commons.

42.10 March: 1 saw a briefing note given to the Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State for Crime and Security, James Brokenshire MP for an adjournment 

debate.
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43.22 March: the Home Office received a tetter on phone hacking from Tom 
Watson MP. I do not recall whether I saw it at this point or when advice was 
provided to the Policing Minister on 11 April in order for him to reply.

44.23 March; I was provided with briefing in readiness for a meeting with Lord 
Fowler of Sutton Coldfield on the subject of phone hacking. This briefing 

provided a summary of the various inquiries underway.

45.6 April; I was aware of briefing prepared for Lord Wallace of Saltaire to 
answer a House of Lords ora! question from Lord Fowler,

46.11 April: advice was provided to the Policing Minister to answer the tetter 
from Tom Watson MP of 22 March.

June to A ugust 2011

47.lt is worth remarking that, in June and July, the nature of the situation 
changed markedly. It was at this point that it emerged that News o f  the W orld  

staff might have accessed Miily Dowier's phone messages by hacking into her 

voicemail system, and they might have done the same to other victims of 
crime and terrorism. On 6 July, the Prime Minister announced the 

establishment of this Inquiry.

48. During July and after, there were new allegations in relation to the scale and 

nature of phone hacking. Home Office officials discussed the allegations with 
police officers and officials elsewhere in government. I was briefed 

throughout

49.23 June; officials provided me with information and advice in relation to a 

tetter from Tom Watson MP to DAC Sue Akers.

1 2
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50=27 June; Home Office Officiate provided briefing for Home Office Ora! 

Questions.

51.27 June; i had a meeting with Sir Paul Stephenson, during which we touched 

very briefly on phone hacking.

52.5 July: \ was briefed ahead of my appearance in front of the Home Affairs 
Select Committee; on that occasion ! v/as asked about and discussed my 

view of the phone hacking revelations.

53.6 July; Sir Paul Stephenson and I spoke to discuss the announcement of this 

Inquiry. Sir Paul told me about papers that indicated that payments might 
have been made to police officers by News International and that these 
payments would be investigated by Operation Eiveden. At the same time I 

received briefing on the review carried out by John Yates into Andy Hayman s 

original phone hacking investigation {Operation Caryatid}.

54.11 July: my office was made aware of plans for the Home Affairs Select 
Committee to speak to various senior Metropolitan Police officers, as well as 

plans for the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister to meet the family of 

Milly Dowier and others affected by phone hacking.

55. Through my office and the Permanent Secretary’s office, I was also kept 
involved around this time with the plans for establishing this Inquiry. I 
received an updated briefing pack and timeline on the events and 

investigations around phone hacking-

56. 12 July: I spoke briefly to Sir Paul Stephenson about his evidence to the 
Home Affairs Select Committee, He also shared with me a brief public 
statement he was due to make that afternoon on the MPS investigations into
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phone hacking. I was provided with an updated version of the Home Office 
briefing pack on phone hacking.

57.13 July; I met Jane Furniss in order to gain a more detailed understanding of 

the IPCC’s approach to their oversight of the yetropolitan Police’s 
investigations, as weii as to reassure myself that the IPCC had the resources 

and powers they needed. Sir Paul Stephenson and t spoke again, mainly to 
discuss his intention to seek advice about police and media relationships for 
the Metropofitan Police from an independent reviewer. This work was later 
undertaken by Dame Elizabeth Fllkin; I refer to this in more detail elsewhere in 

this statement. The Prime Minister announced the appointment of Lord 
Justice Leveson to chair this Inquiry,

58.14 July; Sir Paul Stephenson and I exchanged letters. He had written to Kit 

Malthouse, chairman of the Metropolitan Police Authority, informing him of a 
contract between Neil Wallis’s company, Chamy Media, and the Metropolitan 
Police Service. This was the first time I had been made aware of the 
contract; clearly it raised very serious questions, I was particularly concerned 

that Sir Paul had not made me aware of the contract earlier and wanted to 
know more about the procurement process. This was a formal approach, but 
it was not an exercise of any povt/ers in relation to the Commissioner; I was 

simply seeking more information. Our offices discussed my letter and the 

Commissioner responded later that day, setting out a chronology behind the 
procurement and cancellation of the Chamy Media contract, I discussed the 
matter with Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London. We agreed that we needed 

to establish all of the facts of the situation before drawing any conclusions 

about the contract.

59.15 July: t replied to Sir Paul’s letter, reiterating my concern about the 
arrangements and making clear that this was an issue for the Leveson Inquiry 

to consider, t commented that I was disappointed not to have been informed 
of the contract earlier, but acknowledged that Sir Paul and I shared a
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determination that confidence in the Metropolitan Police must not be 

undermined.

60.16/17 July: Following new allegations relating to Sir Paul Stephenson s stay at 

Champneys health spa, I spoke to Sir Paul and Tim Godwin (the Deputy 
Commissioner). I describe these calls in greater detail in my answer to 

question nine. Sir Paul resigned as Commissioner on 17 July.

61.18 July; I spoke separately to Boris Johnson and Tim Godwin. I received 
briefing in advance of my statement to the House of Commons. In my 
statement, I announced that I had commissioned the IPCC to undertake work 
on corruption in the police and HMiC to undertake work on police integrity. ! 

wrote formally to Sir Denis O'Connor about the HMIC work on 19 July. My 

statement also covered the v/ork that the Metropolitan Police had 
commissioned from Dame Elizabeth Filkin on relationships between police 

officers and the media, I describe all this work in more detail In my answer to 

question five.

62,21 July: ! received a short briefing for a conversation with Sir Hugh Orde 

about police integrity that took place that day.

Septem ber 2011 to January 2012

63. 7 September 2011; ! received advice on part one of the IPCC’s report on 

corruption in the police.

64.12 September; I was briefed ahead of the Government’s response to the 

Horito Affairs Select Committee’s report into hacking,

66,14 September; I received advice from officials about the delivery and 
publication of part one of the IPCC’s report on corruption in the police, t also 
received advice on the Governmenfs response to the HASC report into phone 

hacking.
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66.5 October: Sir Denis O’Connor v/rote to me about the progress of HyiC ’s 
report on poOce integrity and I responded with some initial comments.

67.6 October: the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Bernard Hogan- 

Howe, updated me on progress with Operation Weeting and told me that he 
had asked Jon Stoddard, the Chief Constable of Durham Police, to conduct a 
review  of the Operation. He commented that the interim report had been 
reassuring.^ The Commissioner also shared with me a list that he intended to 

reference at an appearance before the Home Affairs Select Committee, which 
detailed thirty inquiries or investigations into phone hacking conducted by the 
police and various select committees, and others.

68.18 January 2012; I was made aware that Lord Henley was answering an ora! 
question in the House of Lords from Lord Fowler In relation to phone hacking.

February 2012 to A p ril 2012

69. Since early February, I have been briefed by officials In relation to 
developments in the IVIetropolitan Police and iPCC investigations. I have 
received briefings in preparation for Parliamentary appearances. Other than 

that, there have been no notable occasions recently when 1 have been made 

aware of new developments.

4, The iogyirv notes tha t on 5̂  ̂ September 2010, foiiowmg coverage of 
aiiegations about phone tiackiraq publlsliecl in the M ew Y o rk  T im es, and 
other alienations that politicians’ phones bad bean hacked, you stated that 
there wsre “ no orounds for a eublic inqsjiry” into the phone hackiocj 
scandal. Please explain: what led you to make this statement, identifying In 
particyiar any brlefincs. other source of information, or advice which 
snfiuersced you in comiiig to that view.

® T h e  re v ie w  b y  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le  S to d d a r t  re p o r te d  b a c k  to  th e  M R S  in D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1 . T h e  re p o r t  

w a s  n o t p u b l is h e d  a n d  th e  H o m e  O f f ic e  h a s  n o t b e e n  p ro v id e d  w ith  a  c o p y  a s  it  w a s  a n  o p e ra t io n a l

re v ie w .
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70. When ! said to the BBC on 5 September 2010 that there were no grounds for 
a pubiic inquiry, the apparent scale of phone hacking was very much narrower 
than we now know it to have been. Following an initial Metropolitan Police 

investigation, Clive Goodman and Glenn Mulcaire were convicted of phone 
hacking offences in January 2007. The Director of Public Prosecutions 

concluded at the time that the investigation had been proper and appropriate. 

The matter had also been investigated by the Culture, yedia and Sport Select 
Committee and my predecessor had responded, the previous year, to further 

allegations that had been made in July 2009.

71. When I spoke to the BBC, new allegations had just been made on 1 
September In the N ew  York Times, Including quotes from Sean Hoare, a 

former reporter at the Sun and the News o f the World. I took the view then 

that it was, first and foremost, the responsibility of the police to investigate 
these further allegations. The Metropolitan Police did pursue the allegations 
again at that stage and that investigation has helped to uncover the full extent

of phone hacking.

72.1 remain of the view that the circumstances and information that were known 
at the time justified my view that there was no case, at that point, for a pubiic 

inquiry.

5. Please set out for the m a u m  the background and history of ¥P..y.rJ.ecMSIl§ 
m 2011 to initiate (or vonr iovoivement with the mitjatiion o;f|. reviews by th© 
iPCC, Sir Denis O’Gonnor and Elizabeth Filkin. Which. fynctlons and
responsibilities did m u  consider to be engaged byjh©
reviews, and what was vour purpose in initiatinci them? Please also..set ou| 
voyr reaction to the reports and recommendations of these reviews, w h a tjf 
any, actiors ha® been taken bv you and your department in response to thê gL 
and VQor current th ink ing 'm these areas.

73.1 have already described my role as Home Secretary in relation to HIVIIC and 

the IPCC.

17

MOD300001322



For Distribution to CPs

HMIC

74.1 made a statement in the House of Commons on 18 July 2011 following the 
resignation of Sir Paul Stephenson as Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police. I made clear that the aiiegations relating to phone hacking and the 

relationship between the police and the media were not the only recent 
examples of alleged police corruption. That is why I asked HMIC to consider 

instances of undue influence, inappropriate contractual arrangements and 
other abuses of power in police relationships with the media and other parties.

75.1 specifically asked Sir Denis O’Connor for HMIC to make recommendations 
on how to address any such problems. HMIC has the appropriate resources 
at its disposal to undertake such an investigation. It has inspectors, staff and a 
network of associates with experience and a sound track record of probing 
and examining all aspects of policing to identify areas for improvement. It is 

also well placed to move quickly to provide the sort of review and 
recommendations that I believe we needed.

76. In doing so, I very much had in mind my responsibility to account to the public 
and Parliament for the effectiveness of policing in England and Wales.

77.1 received HMIC’s report in December and welcomed its analysis and 
recommendations w'hen I laid it before the House®. The report revealed 

inconsistencies and shortcomings in relation to a range of integrity issues. I 
welcome and endorse HMlC’s view that corruption is not endemic tn British 
policing; f did not believe that it was, and one of the reasons that it was 

important to apply an expert eye to the situation was to highlight the areas 
where improvement is needed without denigrating the vast majority of police 
officers and staff, i support HMIC’s recommendations that governance and 

oversight systems safeguarding integrity standards need to be more robust, 
with boundaries and thresholds being more consistent, across all forces.

H a n s a rd ,  H C , 13  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1 , c 9 5 W S
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78. It is the job of the Home Secretary to set the overall direction of the police and 
it is the police leadership who are best placed to drive cultural change in their 
forces. This is why I made clear in my written ministerial statement to 
Parliament on 13 December 2011 that I expect to see genuine progress in 

implementing the recommendations made by HMIC in the near future. I am 

due to receive ACPO’s proposals by the end of today, so I will be able to 
comment on them when I appear before the Inquiry. I agreed wrth HMIC that 

they will re-visit these issues in October 2012, and report on the progress 

made by forces.

iPCC

79, At the same time as ! announced to Parliament that I had commissioned 
HMIC’s work, I observ^ed that it was important that the public have confidence 
in those who police the police. The Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) is the principal instrument for discharging this function. I 

therefore asked the IPCC to report to me on two issues.

SO.The first, and most pressing, was to seek the IPCC’s view as to whether the 
powers and resources at its disposal were sufficient to enable it to carry out its 

rote in relation to the immediate issues at hand last summer and since. The 
IPCC assured me that it had sufficient resources but I also sought its view as 
to whether it needed further powers. The IPCC asked for an expanded remit, 

covering the investigation of private contractors working for police forces, as 

weii as further powers. Changes to IPCC powers will require legisiation, and 

we plan to act as soon as Parliamentary time allows.

81 .Second, given the IPCC’s experience, I asked for a report on its experience of 
corruption within the police in England and Wales, and any lessons that can 

be learned from it.

82.The IPCC’s first report was provided in August last year. The second report 
has only recently been provided to me and it is my intention to publish it in the
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next few weeks; i will be able to talk more about this when ! appear before the 

Inquiry.

83J initiated this work using powers available to the Home Secretary under 

Section 11 (2) of the Police Reform Act 2002 which requires the IPCC to report 

to me on an ad  hoc basis, at my request.

Dame Elizabeth Fijkin

84. Elizabeth Fllkin's report was commissioned by Sir Paul Stephenson in July 

2011, before his resignation as Commissioner of the IVIetropoiitan Police 

Service, and was focused specificaliy on relationships between Metropolitan 

Police officers and staff and the media. I spoke to Sir Paul Stephenson 

during the week Seading up to his resignation to discuss a range of issues. He 

consulted me on various names that the Metropolitan Police were considering 

approaching to conduct such a review, I believe I suggested Dame Elizabeth 

although it was, of course, a decision for the Metropolitan Police to take on 

who to appoint to lead this v̂ /ô k, My office helped Sir Paul’s office to make 

initial contact with Dame Elizabeth,

85.1 welcome Elizabeth Fllkin’s report which was provided to the Metropolitan 

Police Service in late December 2011. Importantly, it clearly identifies the 

value of a healthy, transparent and professional relationship between the 

police and the media for both operational policing and public confidence 

purposes. It also provides a basis for the Metropolitan Police Service to make 

practical changes to its relationship with the media. I believe that the report is 

worthy of consideration by forces other than the Metropolitan Police, and that 

it can helpfully be read in conjunction with HMlC’s report.

6. Has or is any w ork beeo/betng done by your efepartmegit to Investigate or 
consider natfonai standards fo r the police in reiatlosi to  hospita lity and/or 
re lations between tfie oollee and the media? if  so, ptease exolain what has 
been done, and w ith what results and provide a copy o f the work.

86.As 1 have set out in relation to question five, ! commissioned HMIC to 

undertake an inspection across all forces in England and Wales to consider
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the standards of integrity in the police. As the Inquiry has already heard, 

HM\C  recommended that there need to be more robust systems within forces 

to manage the risks arising from polsce/media relationships and acceptance of 

hospitality', consistency on how these issues are managed across forces, and 

national standards to help achieve this, f accept these recommendations, and 

\ made ciear in my written ministerial statement to Parliament of 13 December 

2011 that I expect the police leadership to act swiftly to ensure that these 

recommendations are implemented and robust national standards are 

introduced.

87, i discussed this further with chief constables and other senior officers at a 

meeting on 27 March 2012. As I have said elsewhere, i am due to receive 

ACPO’s proposals in response to the HMIC and IPCC work by the end of 

today, so \ will be able to comment on them when i appear before the Inquiry.

88.1 have accepted HMIC’s offer to re-inspect forces in relation to integrity later 

this year.

89. it will be a core responsibility of the new police professional body to set 

standards, including in relation to ethics, and then to lead the police in 

ensuring that these standards are met.

7 . To w hat extent do you consider expertase in the corsduct o f re la tionstiips 
w ith the media to  be a core competeiic© o f police officers in gerierah a iid .p f 
ch ie f constables In particailar? How is that reflected in polic ies relating to 
m atters such as appointm ents, prom otion and tra in ing?

90.1 believe that the ability of police officers to conduct proper relationships with 

the media is important, both operationally and in terms of their accountability 

to the public.

91.1 understand that officers attending the ‘senior police national assessment 

centre' (SPNAC -  the gateway to chief officer ranks) are required to complete 

a media exercise as part of their assessment, consisting of a television

2 1

MOD300001326



For Distribution to CPs

intervtew with a journalist. It does not cover issues conceminig conduct of 

relationships with the media. Media exercises of this type have been used at 

SPNAC since 2005 and it is a matter of police policy that officers wishing to 

gain promotion to chief officer ranks must pass the SPNAC. A similar element 

is included in the ‘leading powerful partnerships’ course. This is aimed at 

chief inspectors and superintendents and is often viewed as an entry route to 

those officers wishing to gain promotion to chief officer rank.

92. More widely, many forces provide some sort of media training for various 

ranks of officers.

93. Those who reach the rank of chief officer are also required, as a matter of 

policy, to complete the senior command course (SCC).^° This course does not 

currently include any media assessment. However, HMIC recommended that 

issues of integrity should be included within the SCC and clearly this should 

include the conduct of relationships with the media.

94. Once officers have passed both SPNAC and SCC and apply for chief officer 

positions, Home Office guidance on the recruitment and selection of chief 

police officers'^ includes information on the competencies officers are 

required to demonstrate. These include officers’ ability to manage force 

relations with the media and to handle the media during major incidents,

95. Confidence and competence in communicating through various media 

channels are Important at a!! levels ■“  chief constable, borough commander 

and neighbourhood officer, for example. But so too is a clear understanding 

of how relationships with those who work in the media should be conducted in

10HO circiilar 98/1991, Available at:

hrtDV/ua;-cii'ciilars.honzon.qws.GSi.QOv.L!k/199i r Horne%20QffiC6%20Cjrcu!:ar%2GG3S%20~
%201991.pdf

11Recruitment and .Selection o f Chief police Officers: Guidance on Appointment Procedures
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a professional, open and transparent way. The new police professional body 

will consider where there are gaps in existing training and how this should be 

built into police officer and staff learning and development.

8. Pleas® ass is t the inaulrv bv se tting  ou t an fa ll the procedyr® y o u .gdopte^ 
fo r the o f the current M etropolitan Police ComriiissaoBier.a M
the extent to which. If any, it  d iffers ttl.®.
erocedyre inciude. o r has it  any time in the pas t s o fa r as you are aware 
included, consideration o f candidates’ ab iilties, apj^roach„a_pd record m. 
relation to  dealincs w ith  the media?, if  so, please e.?g?iain h o w , th js  
Gorhoetencv is assessed anid provide a n y  releyarit docym epts. Are th .er® 
changes fo r the fy to re  you w ou ld w ish to see .made m  th is , respect?

BackQ round

96. The appointment of the Metropolitan Police Commissioner is made by Her 

Majesty the Queen following a recommendation by the Home Secretary under 

section 9B of the Police Act 1996. At the time of Bernard Hogan-Howe’s 

appointment, the law required the Home Secretary to have regard to any 

recommendation made by the Metropolitan Police Authority, and any 

representation made by the Mayor of London, Under the Police Reform and 

Social Responsibility Act 2011, the appointment of the Commissioner remains 

a Royal appointment on recommendation by the Home Secretary, but when 

making her recommendation, the Hom.e Secretary must have regard to any 

recommendations made by the Mayof s Office for Policing and Crime.

Procedure fo r the appoin tm ent o f  the current Com m iss ioner

97. Following the resignation of Sir Paul Stephenson in July 2011, an 

advertisement for the post of Commissioner was placed on 22 July 2011 in 

Police Professional, with a dosing date for applications of 17 August 2011. It 

was originally due to close on 12 August 2011, but the deadline was extended 

in order to give people more time to apply following the violence perpetrated 

In English cities at the time.

98. The candidate pack induded; an ‘information for applicants letter; a form for 

candidates to outline any outstanding conduct or discipline issues; a form to 

enable monitoring of the diversity of the field of applicants; a medical history
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questionnaire; and the MPS/MPA business plan for 2011-2014, Each 

applicant was required to submit a statement as to how they met the 

requirements of the post, a curriculum vitae, their two most recent 

performance appraisals, an assessment of suitability from HlVlfC and their 

completed medical history, diversity and discipline forms (the medical history 

and diversity forms were not used as part of the selection process itself). All 

candidates also underwent an interview to begin 'developed vetting’ (DV) on 

26 August; this is the process of security clearance to enable the 

Commissioner to access the highest levels of security information.

99, Short-listing by members of the Home Office panel took place on 24 August, 

and interviews took place on 2 September. The panel comprised Dame 

Helen Ghosh (Permanent Secretary), Stephen Rimmer (Director General of 

Crime and Policing), Kit Malthouse (Deputy Mayor, policing), Jonathan Evans 

(Director General of the Security Sen/ice) and an independent member, Stella 

Panteiides. Sir Denis O’Connor acted as a professional adviser to the panel. 

Interviews by an IVIPA panel took place on 6 September; I was not advised 

about the membership of that panel. I received a report from both panels and 

discussed candidates with the Policing Minister, Nick Herbert MP, on 8 

September before I interviewed four final shortlist candidates on 12 

September with the Mayor of London. I then consulted the Prime Minister and 

made my recommendation to HM the Queen that Bernard Hogan-Howe 

should be appointed to the role. Her Majesty agreed his appointment on 12 

September and this was duly announced, with a start date of 26 September.

100. This process was similar to that used for the appointment of Sir Paul 

Stephenson albeit with slightly shorter gaps between each of the stages. 

Given the scale and immediacy of the challenge facing the Metropolitan 

Police at the time, I was keen to ensure that the process was as speedy as 

possible.

Dealina with the m edia
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101. During the process which led to Sir Paul’s appointment, candidates 

were only asked about their approach to media scrutiny, The process was 

different last year, and the Home Office panel considered the candidates’ 

approach to the media. Those issues were also covered as part of the DV 

Interview process last year, during which the interviewer looked at each 

candidate’s relationships and contacts with journalists and media executives. 

Candidates were also asked, by the Home Office panel, about their 

interactions with media organisations,

102,1 am happy with the approach taken last year In assessing candidates’ 

relationships with the media, if relationships with the media continue to be an 

issue for senior police officers, then it is likely that future panels would 

continue to assess this Issue. However, ! think it is important that the 

assessment process has sufficient flexibility to allow for the introduction of 

other issues to consider,

9. Pleas® give a fu il chrono logica l account, tociether w ith  all relevant 
docym entatfon, of:

vo y r awareness o f the extent to which M etropolitan Police ,S®gylce 
officers at Com m issioner and A ssistant C om m issioner level had 
cyitivatedi socia l re ia tionships w ith  the media, and any steps you took as
a resylt: and  ̂ . .
your knowiedge of. and mvoivernent (if atiy^ irs the.. re$l€|natiorss.,.of 
C om m issio iie r S ir Pay! Stephenson and A ssis tant Com m issioner John 
Yates in Jy lv  2011.

a) A w a re n e s s  o f  po lice  s o c ia l re la ts o m h ip s  w ith  th e  m edm

103.There had been occasional media stories in fate 2010 and early 2011 about 

occasions at which senior IVIPS officers had socialised with senior executives 

and Journalists, including from News International. I am also aware that 

Parliamentary Committees asked questions of senior officers about these 

occasions. Beyond this, I do not recall knowing more about senior 

Metropolitan Police officers’ relationships v^ith the media until the issue about 

Chamy Media arose, w'hlch I refer to in question three.
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b} irsvo lve m e a t m  M e tm ^o U ta n  PoHce re s s m a tio n s

104. S played no part in the decisions of Sir Paul Stephenson and John Yates to 

resign. Throughout my time working with both officers, I expressed my 

admiration, in public and in private, for their achievements in London and their 

contribution to policing across the country.

105.1 have outlined in my answer to question three the development of the phone 

hacking and related police investigations. Throughout my time as Home 

Secretary, I have atoays respected the operational independence of the 

police, and these investigations were no different,

106. As I explained in my answer to question three, Sir Paul and 1 exchanged 

letters on 14 and 15 July regarding the contract awarded by the MRS to 

Chamy Media, On 14 July, Boris Johnson and f had a brief telephone 

conversation about the contract. We agreed that we needed to establish all of 

the facts of the situation before drawing any conclusions about the contract.

107. The Commissioner and I then spoke over the weekend of 16/17 July, 

Following new allegations relating to Sir Paul Stephenson’s stay at 

Champneys health spa, 1 spoke to Sir Paul and Tim Godwin on 17 July. 

Because 1 had already spoken to Sir Paul once on 17 July, it was a surprise 

when he telephoned me again in the evening to fell me that he had decided to 

resign as Commissioner. I expressed my surprise and regret at the turn of 

events, but did not attempt to dissuade him.

108. Since his resignation, Sir Paul has explained his decision to the Home 

Affairs Select Committee and in his own written and oral evidence to this 

Inquiry. 1 returned to London to pay tribute to Sir Paul once his decision was 

announced, and to begin discussions on how to bring stability to the MRS.
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109.1 have aiways been grateful for Assistant Commissioner John Yates s 

significant contribution to counter-terrorism policing. His positron in the light of 

the phone hacking allegations, and the subsequent MPS investigations, was a 

matter for him, the MPS leadership and the Metropolitan Police Authority. I 

was informed of his resignation when il was announced on 18 July.

10. Please com m ent on evidence heard by the
oolice officers mav have modelted the ir approacli,..to .m e d m j:e la t i^ ^
thev have observed about the snteractioo between po litic ians and the m eaja.
Please se t vnor th ink ing on the relevant
oositsons o f oolltscians and the sen ior leadership o f the po lice .,.
do voy consider tha t governm ent m inisters m seoerai,
in oartscular. have a role ire setting an e x a m p le  tp^ . e| i io r M i .ice offgeers, m tins 
respect?

110.1 do not believe that the police and politicians should pursue an identical 

approach to media relations because there is one very dear distinction 

between them; one group is unelected and the other is elected,

111,In deaiiJig with the media I would say that the police have much more in 

common with other areas of public life. Whatever the approach they take, 

however, all holders of public office have a responsibility to conduct this kind 

of relationship professionally, responsibly and transparently,

112. Working with the media can be an important element of a police officers 

role. For example, they might need to provide information in emergency 

situations; to appeal for help in relation to particular investigations; to brief on 

complex cases where the media can help in appealing for witnesses; or 

commenting on cases after courts have delivered verdicts.

113. At! of these are legitimate and form an important part in operations as well as 

maintaining public confidence in policing, it is also one way of ensuring that 

police are visible and accessible to local communities.

114. Gaining public trust is very important to both police and politicians and this is 

an area of common ground.
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115. There are, therefore, some similanties between the ways in which politicians 

and police officers may interact with the media. Politicians at ail levels may 

build relationships with local media as a means of communicating with local 

people on a variety of important issues.

116. Senior politicians, in government and opposition, will engage with the media 

in order to communicate more widely, announce decisions and policies, 

explain and account for the actions of government, and communicate and 

reassure at times of emergency.

117,1 do not accept that it would be right or proper for senior police officers to 

consider that an example is being set for them by politicians. As I said earlier, 

in terms of interaction with the media, police officers have more in common 

with other public officials in iocai authorities, government departments or 

service providers such as probation trusts, hospitals and the military, than 

they do with politicians. If it is true, therefore, that senior police officers have 

modelled their behaviour on that of politicians, 1 believe that they were unwise  

to do so, given these important differences in roles and responstbillties,

118. Finally, Ministers’ relationships, such as those with the media, are covered 

by the Ministerial Code. This was revised in May 2010, Just after this 

government came into office, if makes clear that;

"...no M in is te r shou ld  accept gifts, hosp ita lity o r  services from  anyone which 
would, o r  m ight appear to, p lace him  o r  h e r under an obligation.

The Ministerial Code was specifically updated in July 2011 to add;

"The G overnm ent w ill be open about its links with the media. AH m eetings  
¥/iih new spapers and  o ther m edia proprietors, editors and  sen io r executives  
will be pub lished  quarterly, regardless o f the purpose o f  the meeting.

M in is te ria ! C ode , C abioe? O ffice , M ay 2010 ; C a b in e t O ffice  w e b s ite  
http ://w 'vvw .cab ine io ffice .q ov .uk/con ten t/m in is je ria j-G ondM C t-and -q u idance
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1 1 . Please set ou t fo r the m quirv your perspective on the Issues re iatiog to  the 
re iationshm  between the police and the media w hich are before ̂ the„m ^ r3 6 . 
and asiv thoyqh te  you have about matters the Isiquary should pa rticularly take 
In account an m akiiiq  recom m endations about the fyture.

119 . T h i s  in q u i r y  w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  C u l t u r e ,  M e d ia  a n d  S p o r t  

a n d  t o  m e ,  a s  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y .  G iv e n  t h is ,  I w o u ld  n o t  w a n t  t o  p r e - e m p t  t h e  

f i n d in g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  t h a t  w i l l  e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  in q u i r y ,  b u t  I d o  w a n t  

t o  m a k e  s o m e  m o r e  g e n e r a l  c o m m e n t s  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n ,

120 . T h e s e  a r e  in c r e d ib l y  s e r i o u s  iv s s u e s . P u b l i c  t r u s t  in  p o l i c e  i n t e g r i t y  is  o f  

p a r a m o u n t  im p o r t a n c e .  C e r t a in  p r a c t i c e s  u n c o v e r e d  d u r in g  t h e  p h o n e  

h a c k in g  i n v e s t ig a t io n s  f a l l  w e l l  s h o r t  o f  t h e  b e h a v io u r  a n y o n e  w o u ld  e x p e c t  in  

a  c i v i l i s e d ,  l a w - a b id in g  s o c ie t y .  T h a t  is  p r e c is e ly  w h y  t h e r e  is  a  L e v e s o n  

I n q u i r y  a n d  w h y  1 a s k e d  b o t h  I P C C  a n d  H M t C  t o  in v e s t ig a t e  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  

i s s u e s  f u r t h e r ,  a s  m e n t io n e d  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .

121 . i a l s o  w a n t  t o  m a k e  c le a r  t o  t h e  in q u i r y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  s ig n i f i c a n t  

c h a n g e s  in  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  p o l ic i n g  in  E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  m e a n in g  t h a t  

r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  f o r w a r d  b y  a  n e w  s e t  o f  i n d iv id u a ls  a n d  

o r g a n is a t io n s .

122 . L o c a l ly ,  p o l ic e  a n d  c r im e  c o m m is s io n e r s  w i i i  b e  e l e c t e d  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o r c e  

a r e a s  in  E n g la n d  a n d  W a le s  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  2012 .

123 . N a t i o n a l l y ,  w e  w i l l  b e  c r e a t i n g  a  p o l ic e  p r o f e s s io n a l  b o d y  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  

r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  s t a n d a r d s ,  s k i l l s  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l i s m  a t  a l l  le v e ls  o f  p o l ic in g .  

T h e y  w i l l  p la y  a  v e r y  a c t iv e  r o le  in  s e t t in g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e t h i c s  a n d  in t e g r i t y .

A d d e n d u m  to  M in is te ria l C ode , C a b in e t O ffice , 15 th  Ju ly  2 011 ; C a b in e t O ffice  w e b s ite
h ttp :tfw w w .ca b in e to ffice .q o v .u k /co n te n t/'rn iriis te r ia l-conduct-.a rid--.guidarice
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124J  d o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a n  im p o r t a n t  c o n t e x t  in  w h ic h  t h e  in q u i r y  w i l l  

m a k e  i t s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  a s  a r e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  a n d  f u t u r e  a c t io n  in  

r e s p o n s e  t o  r e p o r t s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  b y  l - iM iC  a n d  t h e  IP C G .

1 2 . in your view, what are the specific  benefits to the public to be secy red 
from  a re la tionship between sen ior po lilic ians at a natioriai level and the 
media? W fiat are the risks to  the public interest m herent irs such a 
re iationshm ? in vou r view, how shooid th© form er be m axim ised and the latter 
m inim ised and managed? Pleas© give examples.

125 .  T h e  m e d ia  is  o n e  o f  t h e  m a in  a v e n u e s  t h a t  p o l i t i c i a n s  h a v e  f o r  

c o m m u n ic a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  p u b l ic .  A  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  is  

u n a v o id a b le .  I d o  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  r is k s  inherent in  t h e  r e t a t io n s h ip  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  I h a v e  s a id  b e f o r e ,  a l l  h o ld e r s  o f  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  

h a v e  a  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h is  k in d  o f  r e l a t io n s h ip  p r o f e s s io n a l l y ,  

r e s p o n s ib l y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t ly .

13. W ould ¥oy d is tiogu is li between the position o f a sen ior politio ian in 
governm ent and a sen ior polBtician m  opposition fo r these pom oses? If so, 
iPlease explain how, and why.

126 . R e la t io n s h ip s  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  a r e  u n d o u b t e d ly  im p o r t a n t  t o  b o t h  o p p o s i t i o n  

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  s o m e t im e s  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  r e la t io n s h ip s .

127 . In  G o v e r n m e n t ,  M in is t e r s  a n d  o f f i c ia l s  w i l l  u s e  t h e  m e d ia  t o  in f o r m  t h e  p u b l ic  

o f  p o l i c y  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e m .  T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  e x p la in  a n d  

a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  a c t io n s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  r e a s s u r e  a t  t im e s  o f  e m e r g e n c y .

128 . U n a b le  t o  e n a c t  p o l ic y ,  o p p o s i t i o n  p o l i t i c i a n s  h o ld  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a c c o u n t  

t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d ia  a n d  p a r l ia m e n t .  O p p o s i t i o n  p o l i t i c i a n s  w i l l  a l s o  u s e  t h e  

m e d ia  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  t h e i r  m e s s a g e  a n d  o p in io n .

14. How, if  a t ail, can a Home Secretary coeduct her own re ia ttonsliip  w ith  the 
media so as to  assist the police in turn to  do so In a wav which m ost beiiefits, 
the public?
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129 .  A n y  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  c o n d u c t s  a  r e t e t io n s h ip  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  b e s t  w h e n  t h e y  

d o  s o  r e s p o n s ib l y ,  p r o f e s s io n a l l y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t i y .  B y  w h ic h  I m e a n  t h a t  t h e  

r e i a t io n s h ip  s h o u ld  c o n f o r m  w i t h  p r i n c ip t e s  s e t  o u t  in  t h e  M in is t e r ia l  C o d e .

130 .  T h e  p u b l i c  h a v e  c o n f id e n c e  in  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  w h e n  t h e y  s e e  t h a t  p u b l i c  

s e r v a n t s  w o r k  h a r d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  h ig h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  s e r v i c e .  P a r t  o f  m y  r o le  

a s  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  is  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v i c e  in  t h i s  w a y  -  d o in g  w h a t  I 

c a n  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  s e r v i c e  is  s t a f f e d  b y  v e r y  

m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d e d ic a t e d ,  h a r d - w o r k in g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  g o  o u t  o f  

t h e i r  w a y ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  p u t  t h e m s e lv e s  in  h a r m 's  v ^ a y ,  t o  p r o v id e  a  c r u c ia l

s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p u b l ic .

15. Please explain the approac h you personaliv have takers in „ ll ie cQyr§e_of  
vosir oo lltica l career to enaaesing w ith  t OM
executive staff, and po litica l editors,
o f vpyr tenure o f vour current p o s it io n J n ^ M M I M ig j lL ^ ^
TOver at least the fo liow lna  -  indlcatmci ag„apMO£!M g-W llM llgLSlgJI  ̂
relates to  tha t capacity or a private capacity.:.

(s \ the nature and frequency o f contacts o f th is nature, w hether f o r m a l^
Inform al: please provide all available__records  ̂ o f meetmgs M h
conversations. Indicatino where possible w:ho.Jnllia ted.J h e m  and,,the 
purpose and conten t o f these occasions.;  ̂ _

fb tdetails o f anv re levant hosp ita lity  you...have.. .given,, re ce iy© ^„o r
oarticBPated in;

ret the valoe o f these in teractions to,.youj. - »
I d l the extent to w h ich  po litica l support .by... the media for,,a|]ii ,jnaivscluait 

party o r po licy is  discussed at such in te rac lfons i _ _
the extent to w hich the existence and na ty re..o|.l .y.g.  ̂ In te ractions are^ r 
are not placed w ith in  the public domain and t he reasons fo r that.

131.1 h a v e  s e t  o u t  in  p r e v io u s  q u e s t io n s  m y  g e n e r a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  e n g a g in g  w i t h  

t h e  m e d ia ;  t h e  p r i n c ip le s  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  p r o f e s s io n a l i s m  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y .

/a l s n d  (M  In te rB c t io m  w ith  th e  m e d ia  a n d  h o s m ts l i t ^ je c m v e d

132 . T h e  l i s t  s e t  o u t  a t  T M /2  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  o c c a s io n s  o n  w h ic h  I b e l ie v e  t h a t  1 

m e t  o r  w a s  in  c o n t a c t  w i t h  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  f a l l  in t o  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  c o v e r e d  b y  

t h e  q u e s t io n .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s e a r c h  o f  m y  d ia r y ,  m y  r e c o l le c t io n s ,  a n d  t h e  

r e c o l le c t io n s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  f o r  m e  in  m y  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  a n d  a s  s p e c ia l  

a d v is e r s .  A s  s e t  o u t  a t  p a r a g r a p h  3 o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n
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c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  m y  o f f i c ia l s  a n d  s p e c ia l  a d v is e r s .  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  r e c o l le c t io n ,  

i t  is  a c c u r a t e  a n d  c o m p le t e .

133 . I t  m a y  n o t  e n c o m p a s s  e v e r y  o c c a s io n  o n  w h ic h  I m ig h t  h a v e  c o m e  a c r o s s  a  

s e n io r  j o u r n a l i s t  o r  m e d ia  e x e c u t i v e  b y  c h a n c e  o r  in f o r m a l l y  a t  a n  e v e n t  o r  

o c c a s io n  w h ic h  I d o  n o t  r e c a l l  a s  b e in g  o n e  w h e r e  m e d ia  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  N o r  

d o e s  i t  in c lu d e  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  i h a v e  b e e n  i n t e r v ie w e d  b y  j o u r n a i i s t s ;  o n  

t h e s e  o c c a s io n s ,  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  is ,  b y  d e f in i t i o n ,  a  m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  r e c o r d ,

134 .  A s  r e q u e s t e d ,  t h e  l i s t  in d ic a t e s  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  f o r m a l i t y  o f  t h e  m e e t in g ,  

H o w e v e r ,  s o  lo n g  a f t e r  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  m e e t in g s  t o o k  p la c e ,  a n d  g iv e n  t h a t  

t h e r e  is  n o  f o r m a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e m ,  i t  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  t o  t r y  a n d  s e t  o u t  w h o  w a s  

r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  i n i t ia t in g  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  m e e t in g s  o r  w h a t  t h e i r  o r i g in a l  p u r p o s e  

w a s ,  w h e r e  t h a t  is  n o t  a l r e a d y  o b v io u s .

135 . C a b in e t  O f f i c e  g u id a n c e  s e t s  o u t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  M in is t e r s  t o  p u b l is h  d e t a i l s  

o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  p r o p r ie t o r s ,  e d i t o r s  a n d  s e n io r  e x e c u t i v e s  o f  m e d ia  

o r g a n is a t io n s .  I t  s a y s ;

“D epartm ents shou ld  inc lude . ..

-  “M in is te rs ’ Government, socia l and po litica l m eetings with new spaper and  
m edia proprietors, editors and  sen io r executives (as se t out below), 
nam ing the ind iv idua l and the organisation they represent. Roles shou ld  
not be included.

“P roprie tors
Newspapers:
Broadcasters:

“Editors
Newspapers:
Broadcasters:

chair, ow ner 
chairm en

the ed ito r
editors, channei controllers, d irectors o f program m ing, 
radio contro llers

“S enor executives
N ew spapers: CEOs
Broadcasters: D irectors general, CEOs
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-  ‘W here  hosp ita lity  w a s  prov ided  by som ebody in  one o f  these categories, 
this shou ld  be included in the hosp ita lity return, includ ing the nam e o f the
individual. , .

-  I f  M inisters are s im p ly  a t the same event as a sen io r m edia figure, such  
as a large d inner o r  reception, and do no t have a s it-down m eeting with^ 
them, this does no t need to be included. W here m eetings take p lace with 
a m ix o f sen io r s ta ff o f the nam es pap e r o r b roadcaste r shou ld  be  
included.

- “W here M inisters are m eeting individuals very c learly  as long-standing  
persona l friends bu t this overlaps in som e way with the ir official^ role, o r in  
cases o f any doubt, then include the m eeting o r seek advice."'

136 . S o m e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  l i s t e d  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

p u b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  H o m e  O f f i c e  w e b s i t e ,  a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  ( e ) ,  b e io w ;  o t h e r s  a r e  

m o r e  r e c e n t  a n d  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  p u b l is h e d  t h e r e .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  

r n e e t in g s  in  t h e  l i s t  a b o v e  w h ic h  d o  n o t  f e a t u r e  in  t h e  p u b is c  l is t .  T h e s e  a r e  

l i k e ly  t o  b e  o c c a s io n s  w h ic h  t h e  C a b in e t  O f f i c e  d e e m e d  n o t  t o  m e e t  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  g u id a n c e  q u o t e d  a b o v e .  T h e y  a r e  in c lu d e d  h e r e  in  t h e  

in t e r e s t s  o f  a n s w e r in g  a s  f u l l y  a s  p o s s ib le  t h e  in q u i r y ’ s  q u e s t io n .

The v a lu e  o f  th e se  m te m c tio n s  w ith  th e  m ed ia

137,1 h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e t  o u t ,  in  r e la t io n  t o  s e v e r a l  p r e v io u s  q u e s t io n s ,  t h e  v a l u e  t o  

p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  w o r k in g  w i t h  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d ia .  I t  is  im p o r t a n t  t o  m e  t h a t  I 

a m  a b le  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  e f f e c t i v e ly  w i t h  p e o p le  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  

p r o t e c t in g  t h e  p u b l ic ,  m a n a g in g  im m ig r a t io n ,  r e f o r m in g  p o l i c i n g  a n d  im p r o v in g  

e q u a l i t y ,  t o  m e n t io n  j u s t  a  f e w  e x a m p le s ,  i t  is  o f t e n  a l s o  im p o r t a n t  f o r  c e r t a in  

s e n io r  o f f i c ia ls ,  w i t h in  C iv i l  S e r v i c e  C o d e  g u id e l i n e s ,  a n d  w i t h  M in is t e r ia l  

a g r e e m e n t ,  t o  b e  a b le  t o  u s e  m e d ia  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  lo c a l l y  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  im m ig r a t io n  t e a m s  a r o u n d  t h e  

c o u r i t r y ,  f o r  e x a m p le .  A s  a n  in d iv id u a l  p o l i t i c i a n .  I r e p r e s e n t  v o t e r s  in  

M a id e n h e a d ,  In  o r d e r  t o  e x p la in  t o  t h e m  w h a t  I s t a n d  f o r  a n d  h o w  I r e p r e s e n t  

t h e m  it  Is  h e lp f u l  t o  b e  a b le  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  v ia  lo c a l  m e d ia .

14 In te rn a l C a b in e t  O f f ic e  g u id a n c e  to  d e p a r tm e n ts .
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Id l the extent to  w hich po litica l support by the media fo r any fo d lv id ya l
party or poiacy ss discussed at such interactions

138 . i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  w i f i  p r im a n l y  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  b r i e f in g  o n  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  p o l ic y  o r  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s io n  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .  T h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  a s k e d  b y  t h e  jo u r n a l i s t  c a n ,  o n  o c c a s io n ,  in d ic a t e  t h a t  a  

p o l i c y  h a s  f o u n d  w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  o r  le s s e r  d e g r e e  o f  f a v o u r ,  b u t  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  

is  n o t ,  in  m y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  s o m e t h in g  t h a t  is  d i s c u s s e d .

le i Piacsn€i m te m c t io n s  w ith  th e  m e d ia  in  th e  m b U c  d o m a in

139 . In  t h e  in t e r e s t s  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  d e t a i l s  o f  e x t e r n a l  m e e t in g s ,  a lo n g  w i t h  

d e t a i l s  o f  h o s p i t a l l t y / g i f t s  a n d  t r a v e l ,  f o r  m e ,  m y  M in is t e r ia l  t e a m  a n d  s e n io r  

H o m e  O f f i c e  o f f i c ia l s  a r e  p u b l is h e d  q u a r t e r l y  o n  t h e  H o m e  O f f i c e  w e b s i t e .  

{w w w . h o m e o f f i c e . a o v . u k / a b o u t - u s / n o n - p e r s o n a l - d a t a / l i o s p i t 3 l l t v - b u s in e s s -  

e x p e n s e s ) , a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e ,

16. in your experience, w hat influence have the media had on the form nlation 
and deyvery o f governm ent po licy more generally, w ith  particiBiar reference to 
crsminai fystlc© and Immiciration policy? Your answer should cover at toast 
the foliowtrsq, w ith  examples as appropriate:

(a) the nature o f th is  mfloence. In particular whether exerted through 
editonai eo n te n t by dtrect contact w ith  po litic ians, o r in other wavs;

fb | the extent to which th is  infliyence is represented as, o r is regarded as, 
representative o f puisllc ople lon more qeneraliv or o f the interests o f the 
media themseives;

fc) the extent to w h ich  tha t influence has, in voyr view, advanced or 
inh ib ited the poblle  interest.

140 . M in is t e r s  s h o u ld  t a k e  d e c is io n s  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  w h a t  t h e y  b e l ie v e  t o  b e  r ig h t  

f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  S o m e t im e s  t h e s e  d e c is io n s  a r e  p o p u la r ,  b u t  o t h e r  t im e s  t h e y  

a r e  n o t .  T h e  m e d ia  is  o n e  p r i s m  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e  p o p u la r i t y  o f  p u b l ic  p o l i c y  

is  v ie w e d ,  b u t  i t  Is  n o t  t h e  o n ly  m e a s u r e ,  a n d  n o r  s h o u ld  It  b e .  O f f i c i a l  a n d  

c o n s t i t u e n c y  v is i t s ,  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  a d v ic e ,  e x p e r t  a n d  a c a d e m ic  

e v id e n c e ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  t h e  p u b l ic  a n d  t h e  v ie w s  o f  p a r i i a m e n t a r y  

c o l le a g u e s ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  a r e  j u s t  a s  im p o r t a n t .

141 . M in is t e r s  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  b o t h  c r i t i c a l  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  m e d ia  b u t  m o s t l y  t o  

t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  p u b l i c  o p in io n  a n d  o r  r e a c t i o n  t o  a  c e r t a in  p o l ic y ,  a n d  w i t h  a
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v ie w  t o  in f l u e n c in g  i t  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e in g  in f l u e n c e d  b y  it .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  b y  

h o s t in g  a  p r e s s  b r i e f in g  i t  is  p o s s ib le  t o  e x p la in  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  p o in t  o f  a  

p o l ic y ,  o r  b y  p r o v id in g  a  c o m m e n t  p ie c e  f o r  a  n e w s p a p e r  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e  b u t  

b y  s p e a k in g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p u b l ic  in  m y  o w n  n a m e .

142 . O f  c o u r s e  w e  s e e k  t o  w in  s u p p o r t  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s  l i k e  im m ig r a t io n  

a n d  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e .  A  p o s i t i v e  p r e s s  c e r t a in l y  h e ip s  t o  a c h ie v e  t h a t  o n  m o s t  

o c c a s io n s  b u t  i t  is  n o t  t h a t  s im p le .  I d o  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w i l l  

a g r e e  w i t h  e v e r y  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  m e d ia  m ig h t  h o ld  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a  — t h e  p u b l ic  

h a s  a  m in d  o f  i t s  o w n .

143 . T h e  m e d ia  h a s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  in i t i a t e  a n d  in d e e d  le a d  t h e  d e b a t e  a t  t im e s .  

T h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  im m ig r a t io n  a n d  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  p o l i c y  is  o f t e n  l e g i t im a t e ly  

in f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  v ie w  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  b e  r o b u s t  a n d  f a i r .  

T h e  j o b  o f  t h e  H o m e  O f f ic e  is  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  m a n a g e  im m ig r a t io n .  I f  

t h e  m e d ia  h a s  a n y  r o le  in  t h is ,  i t  is  t o  h o ld  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a c c o u n t  in  t h e s e  

v i t a l  a r e a s  o f  p u b l i c  p o l ic y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p u b l ic .  In  m y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  is  

e x a c t l y  V i/h a t m o s t  o f  t h e  m e d ia  s e e k s  t o  d o .  O f  c o u r s e  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

m e d ia  w i l l  h a v e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a n d  in  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a r e a s  o f  p o l i c y  t h i s  

w i l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  lo u d  a n d  c le a r .  1 w o u ld  s a y  t h a t  -  f r o m  P a r l ia m e n t  t o  t h e  lo c a l  

p u b  -  t h i s  is  a lv i /a y s  l i k e ly  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e .

■| 4 4 . P e o p le  a n d  t h e  m e d ia  w i l l  o f t e n  b r in g  a n  i s s u e  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

t h r o u g h  c a m p a ig n in g .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  s e r io u s  i s s u e  o f  m e t a l  t h e f t  f r o m ,  

a m o n g s t  o t h e r  p la c e s ,  t r a n s p o r t  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  c h u r c h  r o o f s  a n d  w a r  

m e m o r ia l s  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  g r e a t e r  p r o m in e n c e  b y  m e d ia  a t t e n t i o n .  

C a m p a ig n s  t h r o u g h  n e w s p a p e r s  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o b le m  

w a s  n o t  i s o la t e d  a n d  w a s  a  f a c t o r  t h a t  h a s  le d  t o  a  s e r io u s ,  n a t io n a l  p o l i c y  

r e s p o n s e  t o  h e lp in g  p o l ic e  a n d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o  t a c k le  t h e  p r o b le m .

145 . In  r e la t io n  t o  in d iv i d u a l  c a s e s ,  w h e t h e r  c r im in a l  o r  im m ig r a t io n ,  w e  m u s t  b e  

c le a r  t h a t  d e c is io n s  a r e  m a d e  w i t h in  a  s t r i c t  le g a l  f r a m e w o r k .  T h a t  is  o f t e n  w h y  

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p e r io d s  f o r  n e w  p o l ic y ,  a s  i t  a l l o w s  f o r  m a n y  o p in io n s  

t o  b e  t a k e n  in t o  c o n s id e r a t io n .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  a lw a y s  m a k e  c le a r  t h a t ,
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w h e n e v e r  m e d ia  c a m p a ig n s  a r e  m o u n t e d  in  in d iv id u a l  c a s e s  o r  t o  h ig h l ig h t  

i s s u e s  in  s p e c i f i c  p o l ic y  a r e a s ,  o u r  p r in c ip a f  r o le  is  t o  d e c id e  a n d  im p le m e n t  

o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  w h a t  w e  b e l ie v e  t o  b e  t h e  r ig h t  t h in g  f o r  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,

17 . P l e a s e  s e t  o u t  f o r  t h e  i r s q u a r v  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  m v o l v e e i  i n  

t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  

p o l i c y  i n  s o  f a r  a s  i t  a f f e c t s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  c o n d y e t  o f  t h e  m e d i a  w h i l s t  

v o y  w e r e  S h a d o w  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  C y i t u r e ,  l i e d i a  a n d  S p o r t .

146 . t s e r v e d  a s  S h a d o w  S e c r e t a n y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  C u l t u r e ,  M e d ia  a n d  S p o r t  f r o m  

M a y  t o  D e c e m b e r  2005 . T h is  t e n u r e  o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  a  p e r io d  o f  c h a n g e  w i t h in  

t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y .  F o l l o w in g  t h e  G e n e r a l  E le c t i o n  in  M a y  2005 , a  

le a d e r s h ip  e le c t io n  w a s  c a l le d ,  a n d  t h e  c o n t e s t  r a n  f o r m a l l y  f r o m  O c t o b e r  t o  

D e c e m b e r  2005 . D u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d ,  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h in  t h e  P a r t y  w a s  

p r e d o m in a n t l y  f o c u s e d  o n  o u r  f u t u r e  d i r e c t io n  in  g e n e r a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  

s p e c i f i c  p o l ic y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  m y  I n v o lv e m e n t  In t h e  f o r m u la t io n ,  

d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  n e w  p o l ic y  In t h i s  a r e a  w a s  l im i t e d .

18 . H a v e  y o u  a t  a n y  t i m e  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  R y p e r t  M y r d o c l i ,  o r  a n y o n e  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  i n t e r e s t s .  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  o r  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  o r  

d e c i s io r a - n n a k in y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o :

( a )  t h e  S B C  l i c e n c e  f e e ;

( b |  O f c o m ;
( c )  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  M r  M u r d o c h  i n c r e a s i n g  h i s  a o t e r e s i  m  B S k v B ;  o r

I d l  m e e im  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  m o r e  a e p e r a l l v ?

147 . N o .

1§ .  T h e  i n g y i r y  I s  f r i t e r e s t e c i  i n  y o u r  p e r s p e c t i y e ,  a s  M i n i s t e r  f o r  W o m e n  a n d  

E g y a l i t v .  o n  e v i d e n c e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  i n a u i r v  a b o u t  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  i n  t h e  p r e s s  

o f  w o m e n ,  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s ,  t r a n s s e x u a l  p e o p l e  a n d  o i l i e r  

s p e c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  T h e  I n g u i r v  w o u l d  a l s o  w e l c o m e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  v i e w s  o p

t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  p r e s s  t o  r e p o r t i n g  o n  f e m a l e  p o l i t i c i a n s . .... H a v e  y Q y ..a p y _

t t i o y g h t s  f o r  t h e  I n g y i r v  a b o u t  t h e  p o t e r i t i a l  f o r  t h e  p r o r n o t i o i i  o f  g o o d  p r a c t i c e  

h v  t h e  p r e s s  I n  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s ?
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Portraya l in the press o f  soecia! p e rs p e c tiv e

148 . A  f r e e  p r e s s  is  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  a n y  d e m o c r a c y .  A s  lo n g  a s  m e d i a  a c t  

W i t h in  t h e  i a w ,  t h e y  m u s t  b e  f r e e  t o  p u b l i s h  w h a t  t h e y  w i s h .  T h e  m e d ia  w i l l  

r e f le c t  t h e  s o c i e t y  in  w h i c h  i t  o p e r a t e s .

149 . T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  e x a m p le s  w h e r e  t h e  m e d ia  h a s  p la y e d  a  p o s i t i v e  

r o le  in  t r a n s f o r m in g  t h e  w a y  c e r t a in  g r o u p s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  b y  s o c i e t y  m o r e  

b r o a d ly .  W e  h a v e  s e e n  c a s e s  w h e r e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  d o c u m e n t a r ie s  

c o m m u n ic a t e  s p e c ia l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t o  a  w id e  a u d ie n c e  a n d  h e lp  c h a l le n g e  

p r e ju d ic e .

Pre ss  re p o filn a  on fem a le  o o lit id a n s

150 . E v e r y b o d y  In  p o l i t i c s  h o p e s  t o  b e  lo o k e d  a t  in  t e r m s  o f  w h a t  t h e y  d o  a n d  

w h a t  t h e y  s a y ,  b u t  1 a m  v e r y  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  -  n o t  j u s t  f e m a le  

p o l i t i c i a n s  -  w h o  a r e  s o m e t im e s  J u d g e d  o n  le s s  o b je c t i v e ly  m e a n in g f u i  c r i t e r ia .  

W h i t e  t h i s  m ig h t  c a u s e  i r r i t a t i o n  t o  s o m e ,  i t  is  n o t  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  t f e e l  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  w o u ld  b e  p r o d u c t i v e  o r  in d e e d  d e s i r a b le .

151,1 b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t  a r e  t r u e .

D a t e d  30 *^ A p r i l  2012

The Rt Hon Theresa May MP"
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