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STATERENMT 3F MAK FRANMK CLIFFORD The folloedr

set out in the letiar (o ms

sy answeess 1o the suestions

31 24 January, from m Brudensd], Solic

ftov to the Leveson nsuiry. Inearh

cazg the srswsy appsars below i bold type after the guestion
{11 Wit are you and & brief summary of your caresy latory in public relations?

Following o brief career In locad Journaiisn | joined B0 records inothe carly 18605 as 3 prass officer

§e

pronoting £ artists and thelr re(:m‘fé&:‘ At that thme thers was o public relations indusirg in

Beitaln, 0 1971 | formed my oven PR company, Mey Uiffors Associates, inftislly representing pop
sravs aned eotertainers, it the garby veurs, my business was aff shend pravootion but as Hoe vt by

a5 wendl me the

Fhseowme incrsosingly involved with protes tmg cliants often from thelr own sxeasuss

sxesssea of the media, &s iy bustiess grow, 5o didd the vange of cierts opd | bagan o reprasamt g
widsy range of cllargs ~stars but also sornpanies, srganisations wwl eyents. | have naver pliched foc
basiness,

Throughout wy profossionad career, whdnh ghves nw as piach pleasure and satisfection nisw s it did

fram the very start, | bave always Yded o put g ot back as { gt so mauch oul of what { doo am a
thee fortunate position of belng ably to hadp a ot of charities a3 weell uy radividuals In fundralsing,
awareness and support. To tud and, | have bean closely Inwndusd with many charitles since the
1960 and s currently Patron, Arbassador or in other ways involved with several national
charities § provide advice; guidance and support.

SOparneny of my tims ad inconie comes from public reletions and the wide rengs of diergs
represent, The other 20 percent hwludey beeaking storles and ghving interviews o newspaper,
mngazines, ol and TV journnlists & over the world, noraelly to do with ftems whizh ave
cureently mabiog the heaglines. Thers has not besar s weak that has gene by for many years whars
§do not help o student with o dissertation. 1 avaragss st shonsd 300 per yaat,

1 renfise this nguiry 15 the result of phone hodking end reladed sorivities bt the stordes play a very
symall part of Max Clfford Associates. Just 1o get It inty perspactive, the sty side of oy business,
witich recudves 3 lot of attention and covevage, i b yaality tosy thanihk per cent of the eative
husiness activities of MIA

P

{#) Whauy did you first becorne aware that newspapers or other journalists were angaging in the
practine of hacking vaiz:sszmai!s? When you first became aware of that practive, what advice did you
give to cliants as a consenquenca? Whaether to the best of vour inowledge any past or present client of
vours fas been the victim of phone hacking?

$way aleried by my mobile phone compary that thers weers ssne irregularities with mey vodosmall in
25, | was subseguradly contactad by the Metropolitun Police in 2086 angd potifind that nwy
voicomstl had beon sccessed. | subsequenihy diseovered that Bt was Glenn Mulesire, o private
investizgator who hacked volcemadls Tor the Mews of the World, | made s staterent to the palics on
1 September 2008,

Evay though | mentioned Lo the police that | had Tallsey nut with the adiior of tha News of the Wl
at ths '(38'{3{":, Andy Soulsor, g provided (0 the police thet | belisved that there way have best a
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serkivn by thes Mowes of the World fo conumisgion the heoldng of suy wolemals, this wis not

Irevastigatad and §was ony ofer § Inftiated my ohvil clalin that the evidence was shown (o me, M

sevidy i ¥ st the navies of vy clisnts and statt, bot el mede sf=§s‘<wnw 103 vy daughier angd my

fate wifn, The '5:&){3(:5;‘ bl b in yeesession of these documents for yaars. Pellowlng my oaes, and

an Cwdse for disciosare obtalned in March 2010 feww Justize Vos, the Mews of the Workd were

foroed W pive mw information. instesd they ohose to i The wmusicome of ow cass, and the

sublicity that ¥ recsbved brought the phone hasking scondal inte the open T have asver shied ey
¥ § 2

frary tiscusaing I and encouraging others to make similar ¢

Wetisy | wens Fired contacted by the police, vheey did not alert s b the soade of wehat they ey basd

b golng o A1 Dwss told wae that s private vestigatoy had Intersepted soy voivemadls and that
he had worked for Naws of the World, | aheays sdvise roy cients o be cautious with thedr personsl
sxfety, and careful with thelr commundcationg, and fave done for the 40 years thet | have beern in
thiv business. Obvisusly what § advise changes with fashing, lechnology and of course, swvareness of

particudar graciines such ss phoas Racking,

In answer to the pert of the questions that focuses on whad Diold oy olisnts 3t the time and siree i3
thist Y disclosure by iy case was confidential to the cese. D was not peradtisd, as much as | would
bave Hled to, B publish the distlosure, The tmrms upon which the docarmentowsere discliserd to mz
ware that they were caly 0 be used for my csse, and that | eould not publish them eubright o
disoums the detuils, Fsaw the names and mumbers of some of my clients and stalf v the disclosure,
shovesd a farmer meraher of oy staff Niooda #hilips the disclosure, as she was @ potential witress i
vy caen ansd Had been of grest interest i the Mews of the World, | o glad that since the police
have heen straight snd showead my dlienis, so T as | keow, the syvidence, that some of them have
sinew faken action. For evswaple, larmes Hawitt and Herry Badona soe twio of those Yhat | infaomed
that | helioved thelr phones potsndially bad been hacked info and | suggested they vontacted
fmarvers. | received soany calls from bath clents, sontaets and mambers of the public who asked me
for sdvice an hearing about my oase, aned | advised all of the fo teke legalaction,

Follnwing vay case eancluding, Slenna Miller and Shy Asudrews initizted proceedings. 1 taok until the
following January 3012 for the i:at}hcts o finally sgree bo srealing Opsration Weetlng, snd notiy all
the vietims that | belsve shold Tave been notifled In 3006, That's when the floodgates apened
andg what hocame 3 tickle becama » Hood of peaple Ingally chidenging the Mewes of the Warld over

ghone hacking.

{3} Whaether 1o the best ofvour knowledge any client you have represented hes been the victio of
computer hacking by journalists, Le, that g client’s emall acenunt, soclal nebwork account v other
privataly hiedd electronic information was accessed without that client’s knowledge or consent? if 50,
Wils @ newspaper story subsequently printed based on that material? What advice if say do you giva

chients ahout computer seourity?

} am not sware of cesnputer hasking s woall backing by jseveliats sithough D weould not be at all
surprised # 1 was happening. What | have actually vome acress In evos of seme of my cllents, an
examrgdde bring Rebeoca Leighton, the vourg nurse wrongly sonused of polsosing patients In
Stemgzing Hill hospital, fs thad socdal nebwrking sites such as Faosboob nuwy be vulnerable to badking

it teros of changing Yhe privacy setiings. i Hebsooy's vxes, thers warp 2 s of photagraphs used

Hh
{o mzf{fw Ber iy ow regadive el and o v view, Imply o the reeder Sl sheowas guilty, for
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%, the shotograph of Beberca ot o foocy dreve by was published In aowspapsrs unthr the

hsadiine "Angel of Doath'. Hacking Inte photos thad sre e posted Tor the pubdiv to wee, el usiig

been ronde I3 oan axample of

those ssges 1o promote 8 story where o serioas oriminal charge ¥

The press going e

{43 wihether 1o tie best of vour knowledye any of vour clerds” medical records have bren lesked

i, purchased by oy otherwise obtained by a newapaper or othisy journs

i ey ot know of coeastons whaers sy viends’ medical reeords have boen lenbad or pachassd by 3

newspaper of fournalist, but § anderstand frowm reports thit this Bas fappened, for invtence In s

cave of Leatis Asty, whn came to me when she was notified thet her eclcemai] had bean Intsrcapied.
{5) Heny do you consider yoursell 1o be regulated? Do you personaily, or Max Cliffurd Assoclates

corporately, hold membership of wwy trade associstion or professonal body? I so, does that body
promulgate # code of ethical standards? (f 5o, how do you ensure thet these standards are adherad o

iy practice?

§are o member of the ML but oy teade s that of 2 publio relptinns advisor. A Ymies | take advies
and guidance from kavyers, Whan there is 2 slory, | provide the ingredients o the nowspaprs by
way of rakerage and Inbroduction, and i .p:iuz 5o on mage and sivategy with a client if thay are kean
v puablish thalr story, but what 1 do not da is wite the text, condiut the buerview, or wake any
decision in terms of the uss of materials such as photographs, That is for the newspapers seal thedr
osrvars to miake desicins on. Wiheat theve bave been situstions where an Ijunction s besn
served ot roy clent, 1 immedintely advise thern o take independent legal advice and 1 do not
covitinme o Rave sy involvemeat with the story wril! the watier has boen resolvad by the courts,

(6] What steps go you take to ensure the veracity of the stories which you seli? Do you ever seek

R

dacumentary proct of 8 story front a client? i so, in what ferm would such svidence typloadly be?

Ba o general nde, | or a member of my staff by and establish the wredibility of a story, We then
arvangs raestings with press, smegsdne or TV companies arud leave B to them to prove o thelr
satisfactian and that of thair lowyars 3 1o the credibility of the person and thedr story,

{7} Mave you ever asked a client to racord a conversation with a thivd party? Have you ever
advised ar arranged for a cient 1o use concealed cameras to take still images or video footage 1o
racord an encounter or comversation with a third party? Have you ever sold or advised on the sale of a

story in which such paterfsl bas been obitained?

Fhave never advisedd g client to record 8 corveersation with a thdird party, By the thme the story gads
o e, muite offen a recmrding as evidence Rag already heen obtalned and as | have sald sarfier

widlar § would view this material for the purposes of verasity, i s Yor the wliter of the nmwspaper

atnd thely legal team to derlde wiether thay want o not,

(A} Do you now of have vou in the past possessed photographs, video footage or tapsd
conversationg which cordain material which might reasonably be thoughs pfi\fate?’ i so, i such
raaterial come into vour possession with the knowiedge and consent of the subjecis of thatmaterial?
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vl private

by e thought to o

A b anid ahovs, ey #owwaare of material that nvight yeas

Infarmation. {do not keen such matesialy or hobd them, Sonwetives the private information § bewe

seen or been mmde sware of (a3 & potential meang of sstabliishivg the truth of Yhely stoy

5

the subject themaelves, and sometimes o thivd party. For sumsanle, foolage of 2 polithchn cheating
¥ §A

s Bl wife with » prostitiee, or of an ohscene photograph sent toa fan by 8 o %emm;‘ Somndiines

the maﬁermi serms o sapose hymmodsy and i in the paddic Interest, Other thaes, it s oppovionistiy,

¥

ial iz

such as the classie dss and Wil wory. Mo of the o, | belisve thet the suddent of the reas

notified by e newapeper prior to publication, » declsion thad Iy very much Tor them.

99 Haye vou ever sdvised or sreanged for the mesting between & clieat and & thivd party to be

recorded, flmed or photographed by o privale wvestigator, joumstist, photographer or any other

pery SOy T

¢ fuwve advised clients that sometimes fournaiicts will ash clients to muks sesret renurdings andd
sisnilar i o e varlly a story. | advise ofients 1o ondy ever do what they are comfortabla with and
s ther sbout the potersind menns or give them goaidance as to the various veays irnvestigativs

intrnalists work,

L1 Have you in the coursg of vour work ever emploved a private investigator or waid for
iformation from & private investigetor? Have yvou ever had brought to v attention a story which,
to the best of your knowletdge and beliel, was slitained by the work of a private nwvesligaior? Are you

aware of occasions on which stories hava besn obiained through the use of private investigatorns by

jourtialisis?

1t verms of sy own staff, clients s myself, many storiss coulsd have been published 25 a resolt of
iy volcasnall, my chents and my siaff being intsrcepted. 1would bave e & lusrative business for
thars, ansd wonld have resublied in saving money and thme, in tenos of verifying facts, They would
have hesrt able to find out not ey staries and personal details, but also olnain inforraation for
other stories and leads to follow. 1t would alen hows fed there o the locstions of where clients
would be In avdar 1o maks sure that they got 2 photograph. No doubt whan 1 fall out with Andy
Coulson, and would no longer provide stodes in the manney deseribed in this stafement, thely
private investigaior dmply hacked nto oy photie and fook theny direstly,

§ have very occastonally uind & private Investigator on behaif of sy sliants oy nyselfl Sometimes we
have 1o look inde 2 dubt, or see whether a person 5 wie they say they are, In the same way as any
due diliganse shs;iz,sk he parried ool Sometives | have boen in possession of matsrlal which hes
timen obtained by o private investigator for example where 8 hasband or wife hes smployed 2
orfvats invnstipotor ansd fourad oud abeut sn affalr saed then shivwn the naterfal 1 me,

{ have recently repressded Dernk Webb who has given evidence o thds Iagulvy in respedd o
survaillance jobs that he underioob Jor News of the Workd, This bas been in omweoiion with
matesial for his book and o television docurnentary. | imagine thal nwoy slories would have heen
ohtalned wia Mr Webb's and other privote dedectives.  do net know whether I wag tachudvally legsd
ar not, bt § oo undersiand that many private detectives operite within the law snd that regulation
of private detactives s being ronsidered by the Homes Affaire Commmitten. It would be o good thing,

ire rowy view, te have some clasiy on this point, glven the currend degres of foar and uncertainty
amongst jourmslist ared nditovs v to whist they car and cardt wse Tty i terms of antertairenent
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s wenl o mors abndouy, public Interest, nvast urpadismy such @3 the MPS axpenzes

(113 Have vou pald for or received paymsnty i kind for inforoetion from the police, public officlals,

srnpates of others with access o the samer # so, please provide details of the

aumbers of scoasions on which such investigniors or other external providers of Infirmstinn wers

veed and of the amounts pald to tham,

{12} The sxient to which you consider tiat etives can and shosald play 2 vele @ the mindia, and what

doyvou consider ‘eihics” to mean in This context?

Syerybody bas their own code of ethics angd { am ned someane who sty movd Jusdgenent on

anybody, Some of the picest, kindest ard most honoursids people | koow hve hwen adubterers,

hoth roen and vwesanarn, s owell ss prostitutes. Ry attibede tn the medis is that they shoild be freg,
foariess and responsible, 1 cannot be in the pddic fotersey aldmately for mowsiepers to be uo
frightennd of sanchivn that they gag themsebees, 1 consider avery situntion to be different, wher |

am facod with 3 story angd 1 think neawspaper aditers should roeke udgements badsed on the

individual facts sl moerits of each stovy or oxelusive as o whather they should publish oy ol

{123 I respect of dedisions you have made or participated in to salf and/or publish stories, the
factors you have taken into account in baloncing the private interests of individuals {including the fact
that information may have been ablained from paid sources) against the public interast in s free
Press. You should provide a number of examples of these, and explain how you have interpreded and

applied the foregoing publs interest.

Flook at every situation on its on merit but to give you guidance i the way { think on this subject.
although | dig break the affair with David Mallor and Andonla de Sanche, othar poditicions that Dems
infarmed were having affalrs | did nest get rnodved with, David Mellor was gart of the govermeni
at the thne, and was leeturing us on fanly values and thedr ‘Back to Boskes” swapaign, This o o
was iedal hypocrisy whilst be himself was having sn affair. Other politiclans that were having affalrs
were neither portraying the Tamily reage Tor thelr popularity nor beoturing us 26 to the Importance
af monoegamy. Although of course | make upomy miod about what | get invelved with, there ls
nothing o stop a persan who has contacted me golng 1o 3 newspapse or sormehody else o
reprasend tham,

It d for mawspapers {or 1V decumeniary makers et b decids what they choose o reves! o the
pubfic, | sometisnms ask Tor pensral legal sdvice if o guestion i ralsed, for syaople, In respect of @
z:a:mf:iatis:n‘i:xai;w clase, hut | lesve the decisions of babowlng privats vights and gublic hverest to the
fuddges, § » newspaper Iy suldect 1o an bjunction, | now that the detalls of the matier would have
baen zufaicézd &% by the covts hefore that injunciiog has Been granteds &s with the case of Inogen
Thomas, srnetimes | do not believe that an njunction was Talr and should not bave besn grentesd
fdany members of the public and jourandiats thot | have spoben o, agree, in spite of what somg

) e

peamale say, 1 iy ot me who decides what newspager edifors declde to publish,

iR:Y Yo pay be pwars that My Christopher Atkies gave evidense 1o the loguivy on the sfternonn of
¥ ETRe

5 December 2000 His witness detaiment and 8 transoript of bis orad evidense to the inguiey i
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Ity websitee i pan

ayatable on s

gecount of i:iiméng s intervies with penn fog his ;':3;'{3 "::“-Ziai“.;i;(’:fn’.f?i".‘;’l; ared of a conversadion with you after

fesar webyioh B Adkins says

be filmed seoretly. The Ingulry wishes o have youwr

filrmning that |

pespoTse T M AlKing' seoound of your contact with him ardd in particular (hot pot o the secdusion f
¥ H 3

Ay evidancs you think saight help the Ingeiry) for yourto address the follewing mattars:

{a} Whethar vou have ever calisd an editor e ordae fo insist thad » stoey e privted i his or hay

o

R Atking witng

BAPAYr, 35 3UER 3 in paragraph 86 of | 5 staismient,

§ cligd oot koo N Aeiing ang when 1 have an off the record porversation with someons whs swenrs
B i i condistnecs 1 nelurally sabe that boo scoount when ghing s answesrs, s a wery gulch wary

wf finsHog out whether vou can tehe somsone Irde your condidence or ol

LR {wmm‘t weorking o publis refations, | is nportant o bawe a5 oush influente 35 gosside In

arivi of ouy dealings with the medin Mraa:t.is‘aiw, ayer the past 40 years | have Uled to build up & vy
gmxﬁ ;:s;'atmessu‘mai working relationshin with medin contats ol over the world, & vast areount of my
e and work concnene the prasmotion and protection of PR clients In trping 1o creata The most
henefiolsd mege Tor them snd 1ty very hard B use o knowledge, contacts and PR abily Lo
sohlows that, This fs & noatural pard of public relations: Part of the jobs s trying o get newspaners,

magazines, television snd radio programes to fesiure your disnts, Dwould kove o have the powey

and suthority that My Atkine cradits me with but i he knew me and oy business he would rexdise
that iz, of course, kst not possibie.

Thare have been stories that | huve been invelved with that have not basn true, Tor example, § do
nok ellove Fraddie Starr ever ate » harmster and 1 told this o Kelvin Molssale, who & that thme was
gditor of The Sun. | admit feawever, that 1 dide’s wy and stop Kehvin Mellenzie fravn runping the
story as 1 bedlevad it would Be great putlicity for Freddie who was about to embark on 3 British tour.
Forturately far me, i worked out very wuch b Mr Stare’s intersst fromn bolh o owreer sl findeal
pesint of view as well as providing @ lot of entertainment to the 8ritish pubie,

§ 1 can cop e editor from putting a nasty or darnaging artlcle in s o her papey about one of my
clients, then naturally  would,

} hewe hasd hundradds of conversations where | have tried to pet articles, festargs or stuvies i

national nowspapnrs, Somedimes { have beast sustessful and somatimes | haven’s, This i to me 2
wary nadural part of public relations and | cannod lnegine any BR person not ying 10 get what thay
wiand I nevespapers of magagines for the henefit of thelr dient,

i) whether you discussed with Mre Atkins cases of seventessi-year-olds being paid for se

&

§ ey well fonve discuszed Shs with By Atking. 17 year olds sve paid for sex by some sBaations, I
siply @ feeh | w«azfi bt want biis Tor ney omwss daughter bat warking in s siness, s simply
the cass that sometimes there are givls who behave like this, | make no miorsl judgement.
Punryhoudy's situation Is differant mnd B s 2 oatter of porsonad choloe and autorony. Ohvicualy,
whers g vulnerable person iz belng supdolind, that s & different matter, Beaudiful amd glamorous
wonen have made money from dating rich mer, or from posing for photogragbs, oy telling thel
stoviss. ¥y vt for me o stard taldng the owisl bigh gound, particularly whers pwy dhraastantas

MOD100059950




For Distribution to CPs

are yery fortunaie, angd el them how they shoudd o shuadd not bedwvs, A3 1 sald sarclier, sans of

the happdest and ploest wonen | knonw have worked in the sax industry,

i,
Fiviurdoch. Whaether you didd introduce My Zowell, or

{id Wiwther vou dissusyed with Mratkins the aracunt paid to yvour i fees by My Simaon Cow

ane wlafved o have inbroduced Bin o Bups

any oifer client, to M Murdoch?

Airaon Cowel is ze a long standing cliews of ovse L0 veurs He hay hesn publicelly very
apprecisiive of ‘2:%}335, fonr instance wher he weon sy bapriant TV award be sabd (st e ooly had fwo
psaople (o z:ﬁ:an%c and et wees vag and bis o S s not exactly koowen for B sorsplisnents, §
Bave E:m;‘fmim.:e::i slimade bo dir Murdooh but ned divectly. | have aspened the deors to Mr Muordoch
ang By Heotsmant by way of introduction 10 editors and thase | hnew thet ware chose oy Barn 3

aeily,

ir’atn:sa:%a.zs:(ea:i Simon Cowell through peoble who wave clese to ma and close to hm, hut not di

§raresee frorg Chirls Atking” transeript thal | dibcussssd foes with bivg, Including Shaan Towslls. Muost
of the clionty that | represent for public relations pay oig i the saroe ragion, somes slighily lessand

sne slighthy more, 1 also spend o lot of thme working frae of charge oftzrowdhinn | ao contacted by &
reindiar of the public who s unjastifiably under attack from the mediz, DBamples of this in recent
yrarg Inchusde Boberh Murst, the nmas who was being destroyed snd wrongly accused of being
Wvalved by the British Media aver the disappesrance of Madeling WUy, and Bebaora Laighton,
she e weungly accused of surdering patierds ot Stepging Bl hospital and was dubbed the
“frgret of Death™, §also spund o fot of gy tms gluing free advice and guldante o 3 nultitude of
chariting,

v Atkdns has met mz on one or Dwo soonsions and knows nwe and the acthvities of MOA s ttle as
ke znvthing shout him or his documianiary reaking, Hie his never had 2 working relationshiy with
i it any vy, shape o foiis. | kaowe very little about hive ather tha that be Is 8 man who gives bis
wod shout 3 comversation that i todelly confidential and off the record and that word woesns
absolutely nothing it reminds rae of Tolonsl Bandery velling & chicken “traat me”, 1 have met misny
Chris Atking types over the years but frhunately many ouwe who 1 ke, regpect and trust i the
msghin world,

{d} Whether you agree with M Atkles” conclusinn that vou have accunnilatiad poveers ovar the
media. B you do agree with that conclusion, whether o beollove you exercise that power
rasponsibly.

Maturally, Ty o3 bave ss pweh influence with the media as possible, nothing succeeds Hhe suoness

ained the resson Tor the contimed success. of iy srmall bostress s benmise of the residis § get Tor the

pecpde whe cmme to e for representatiog, | bellevs | are anfgue in the public relations world as
have pever pitnhed fur business, which mpsd FH companing spersd a buge amaunt of tme dolng, The
yrason stars, organisations, mwernbers of the public aud charities approach e on & doily basis is
purely because of thelr perception of e and what they belleve T can achdsve for them | am g very
baeky nian o have 3 business Yhat | absolutely love amd which has provided a wondselul Hving far
voyself and mwy family, MCA hae provided a very intavesting, challenging angd rewarding way of life

foir v For over 490 vears and D hope B will contimes for s fow moral

MOD100059951




For Distribution to CPs

The sentents of this sipferpent are true
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