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IN T H E  i lA T T E R  O F  T H E  L E V E S O N  iM Q U iR Y

W IT N E S S  S T A T E I^ E N T  O F  

A N D R E W  M A R R

1, A N D R E W  ^ A R R .  o f B B C  T e le v is io n  G en tre . W o o d  Lane , L on d on , W 1 2  7R J, W IL L  S A Y :-

A . in s o fa r  a s  th a  m a tte rs  se t o u t in th is  s ta te m e n t d e r iv e  fro m  m y o w n  kn o w le d g e , th e y  

a re  true . W h e re  m a tte rs  a re  n o t w ith in  m y p e rson a l kn o w le d g e , th e y  a re  tru e  to  th e  

b e s t o f m y in fo rm a tio n  and b e lie f and  d e r iv e  fro m  th e  s o u rc e s  sta ted .

B . in  o rd e r to  a s s is t th e  L eveson  I n qu iry  t h a ve  se t o u t th e  q u e s tio n s  a ske d  o f m e  in  the

le tte r  da te d  5 A p ril 2 0 1 2  a n d  p ro v id e d  m y  a n sw e rs  b e n e a th  the m .

C. A s  th e  q u e s tio n s  a sked  o f m e  by th e  L eve so n  Inq u iry  re q u ire  m e  to  g ive  m y p e rs o n a l 

o p in io n  on  a n u m b e r o f m a tte rs , I w ish  to  m a ke  c le a r th a t th e  v ie w s  e x p re s s e d  in  th is  

s ta te m e n t a re  e n tire ly  m y  o w n  and  n o t th o s e  o f th e  BBC .

1. W ho  you  are  and a b rie f aum m ary o f  you r ca ree r h is to ry

I a m  a 5 2 -y e a r-o ld  jo u rn a lis t, c u rre n tiy  w o rk in g  fo r  th e  B B C , and  h a v e  sp e n t th e  bu lk  

o f th e  p a s t 25  ye a rs  rep o rting  o r o o m m e n ta tin g  on p o litics . I h a v e  b ee n  a p o lit ic a l 

c o rre s p o n d e n t o r e d ito r a t W e s tm in s te r fo r  The Scotsman. The Independent. The 
Econonmt a p o litica i c o m m e n ta to r fo r  The Obsen/er a n d  The Express, p o litica l 

e d ito r  o f th e  B B C  (fro m  2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 5 ) and  h o s t th e  S u n d a y  m o rn in g  Andrew Marr Show 
w h ic h  g e n e ra lly  fe a tu re s  p ro m in e n t p o lit ic ia n s  be ing  in te rv ie w e d  on  cu rre n t to p ic s ,

iVlost o f m y  c o n ta c t w ith  p o lit ic ia n s  h a s  th e re fo re  been  o f a s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  re p o rtin g  

n a tu re , ra th e r than  fro m  a p ro p r ie to ria l o r c o m m e rc ia l a n g le , I w a s  h ow eve r, b rie fly , 

e d ito r  o f The Independent d uring  1 996 -8 , w h e n  th e  p a p e r  fe lt b a d ly  th re a te n e d  by 

p r ic e -c u ttin g  by M r M u rd o c h 's  Times a nd  1 s p o k e  to  m in is te rs  d u ring  th e  M a jo r 

g o v e rn m e n t -  I can  no  lo n g e r re m e m b e r w h ich  o n e s  -  c o m p la in in g  a b o u t p re d a to ry  

p ric in g . W e  had no  s a tis fa c tio n  and a fte r T o n y  B la ir ’s  in c o m in g  N ew  L a b o u r te a m
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v is ite d  M r M u rd o eh  in  A u s tra ila , w e  e x p e c te d  n o n e  fro m  th a t s id e  e ithe r. I h a ve  no t 

lo b b ie d  m in is te rs  a b o u t B B C  m a tte rs , e ith e r th e  lic e n c e  fe e  o r any o the r.

2. P le a se  descr ibe , from  you r pe rspective , bow  the dynam ic  o f  the re la t io n sh ip  

betw een p o lit ic ia n s  and the m ed ia  h a s  deve ioped  ove r recen t years , w ha t e ffe c t 

you  c o n s id e r  that to  have had on  p u b lic  life, and bow  fa r that has been  

bene fic ia l o r  detrim enta! to  the p u b lic  in terest. The Inqu iry  is  p a rt icu la r 

in te re sted  In the fo llo w ing  them es -  som e o f w h ich  are deve loped  In fu rthe r 

CjoestEons be low  -  bu t you m ay Identify others:

A d d re s s in g  th e  g e n e ra l q u e s tio n  a b o u t th e  e ffe c ts  o f rn e d ia -p o littca ! re la tio n s h ip s  on 

p u b lic  life, I sh o u ld  f irs t  say th a t as a w e e k ly  in te rv ie w e r, I d o  no t a n y  lo n g e r h a v e  the  

firs t-h a n d  kn o w le d g e  o f c u rre n t p lay. I s e e  p o litic ia n s  o v e r b re a k fa s t a fte r th e  S u n d a y  

show , bu t ve ry  ra re ly  so c ia lly , o r a t W e s tm in s te r, W h e re a s  a re p o rte r n e e d s  to  be 

c lo se  to  d a ily  p o lit ic s  to  p ick  u p  s to ries , h in ts  and  a n a lys is , in te rv ie w e rs  a re  b e tte r  o ff 

w ith  a m o re  d is ta n t re la tio n sh ip . T h e ir  jo b , as ! see  it, is  to  ask  q u e s tio n s  in fo rm e d  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic  rn ight w a n t to pu t, ra th e r th a n  to h a ve  an In s id e  tra c k ’ .

T h a t sa id , i sp en t a tong tim e  a s  a p o litica l re p o rte r, and h a ve  th e  fo llo w in g  

re fle c tion s .

2a The c o n d it io n s  n e ce ssa ry  fo r a  free  p re ss  in a dem ocra cy  to  fu lfil its  ro te in 

h o ld in g  p o lit ic ia n s  and the pow erfu l to  a c co u n t -  and the app rop ria te  lega l 

and e th ica l d u t ie s  and pu b lic  s c ru t in y  o f the p re ss  its e lf  w hen d o in g  so. 

The Inqu iry  w o u ld  like  the  b es t e xam p le s  -  la rge o r sm a ll -  o f the  p re s s  

fu lf ill in g  th is  ro le  In the  pu b lic  In te re s t

N o n -jo u rn a lis ts  o fte n  fa ll to  a p p re c ia te  th e  in te n se  c o m p e tit io n  fo r s to rie s . R e p o rte rs  

rise  o r s ink , p ro sp e r o r a re  sh ow n  th e  door, base d  on  th e ir  ab ilfty  to  d e liv e r fre s h  

in fo rm a tio n  o th e rs  ca nno t. J o u rn a lis ts  a re  in te re s te d  in  th e  g e n e ra l good  o r p u b lic  

in te re s t; b u t m any o f us a re  h u m a n  a n d  te n d  to  be  a t le a s t as in te re s te d  in o u r ow n  

ca re e rs . T h e  p u b lic  g oo d  is  a ls o  serv 'ed if  an  a m b itio u s  |o u rn a lis t e x p lo its  p e rs o n a l 

c o n ta c ts  to  o b ta in  a s ig n tfica n t s to ry  w h ic h  w o u ld  o th e rw is e  h a v e  s taye d  se c re t.

N o t a ll s to ry -b re a k in g  d e p e n d s  on p e rs o n a i c o n ta c ts  w ith  M P s o r o ffic ia ls , M a n y  

s to r ie s  a re  p rin ted  in th e  a p p e n d ic e s  o f o ffic ia l re p o rts , o r a re  re ve a le d  an h o u r a n d  a 

h a lf in to  a s lo w -s e e m in g , s tu ffy  se le c t c o m m itte e  hea ring . S h o rta g e  o f cash  h a s  cu t
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the  n u m b e r o f  re p o rte rs  e m p lo ye d  to  s it fo r  long  h o u rs  lis te n in g  ca re fu lly , o r to  re a d  

th ick  re p o rts  c lose ly . T h e  a v a ila b ility  o f m o re  m a te ria l o n lin e  h e lp s  s u p p o rt the  

p u b lic 's  r ig h t to  know ; bu t it s till n e e d s  s o m e o n e  w ho  u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  s u b je c ts  to  

tru d g e  th ro u g h  th e  v e rb ia g e  a n d  tab le s .

M o s t s to rie s , o f co u rse , e m e rg e  fro m  e n tire ly  o pe n  s o u rc e s  -  th e  flo o r o f e ith e r 

H ouse , p re s s  c o n fe re n ce s , b ro a d c a s t in te rv ie w s  and s e le c t co m m itte e  h e a rin g s . 

T h e se , i im a g in e , a re  u n c o n tro v e rs ia i so  fa r  as y o u r in g u iry  is  co n ce rn e d .

M o s t a m b it io u s  re po rte rs , h ow eve r, w ill t ry  to  c u lt iv a te  p o litica l so u rces , F o r m o s t o f 

m y t im e  re p o rtin g , I w a s  d e s p e ra te  to  kn o w  w h a t had b ee n  d e c id e d  in ca b in e t, in 

m in is te n a l o ffice s , and  in  c a b in e t co m m itte e s , s in c e  the  b ig  d e c is io n s  w o u ld  f lo w  fro m  

th e re ; and  in  p riva te  m e e tin g s  o f p o lic y  g ro u p s  o f o p p o s itio n  p a rties , it c o u ld  be  

a rg ue d  th a t n o n e  o f th is  w a s  p a rtic u la rly  In th e  p u b lic  in te re s t, s in c e  all d e c is io n s  

w o u ld  b e co m e  p u b lic  e ve n tu a lly , and  le a ks  m ig h t in h ib it m u tu a l tru s t in th e  c a b in e t 

and e ls e w h e re . Y e t g e ttin g  s to r ie s  fro m  c a b in e t ca n  m a ke  c le a r a rg u m e n ts  g o in g  on 

in s id e  g o v e rn m e n t, s in c e  o n e  m in is te r le a ks  a g a in s t a no the r. O ve ra ll, th is  is g o o d  fo r 

th e  p u b lic  b e ca u se  if  w e  kn o w  th e  o p tio n s  ca s t a s id e  - th e  a lte rn a tiv e s  d is m is s e d  - 

a lo n g s id e  th e  fina l, c a re fu lly -p re s e n te d  d ec is ion , w e  a re  b e tte r p la ce d  to  ju d g e  it.

Le t m e  g iv e  tw o  e xa m p le s . D u ring  th e  T h a tc h e r g o v e rn m e n ts , o n e  o f m y  b e s t 

s o u rc e s  w a s  th e  la te  A la n  C la rk  M P, w h o  w o u ld  s lip  m e c o n fid e n tia l d o c u m e n ts  fro m  

tim e  to  tim e , and  p a ss  on g oss ip . B eyo n d  b u y in g  h im  lu n ch  ~  a n d  a t th a t t im e  I 

p ro b a b ly  lu n ch e d  an M P  th re e  t im e s  a w e e k  o r m o re  -  a ll I p ro v id e d  in re tu rn  w a s  

g o s s ip  a b o u t o th e r T o ry  M in is te rs , I n e v e r w ro te  a rtic le s  p re d ic tin g  h is  p ro m o tio n  o r 

d e c la r in g  h is  g e n iu s ; n o r d id  he se em  to  e x p e c t m e  to. A t o n e  lu n ch  In a b o u t 1 98 7  he 

g le e fu lly  d e s c r ib e d  how . as tra d e  m in is te r, he  w a s  c irc u m v e n tin g  an  o ffic ia l b an  on 

a rm s  e xp o rts  to  fraq  -  he be ing  b ro ad ly  in fa v o u r o f S a d d am  H u sse in  in h is f ig h t w ith  

Iran. H ad  I re p o rte d  th e  co n te n ts  o f th e  lu n ch  it w o u ld  h a ve  b ee n  an  e a rly  e x p o s u re  o f 

w h a t b e ca m e  know n  a s  th e  “a rm s  fo r  Iraq  s c a n d a r  and  c e rta in ly  a p u b lic  se rv ice . 

H o w ever, it w a s  a long  day, and  I c o n fe s s  I m isse d  th a t s to ry  till la ter.

M o re  su ce e ss fu l w a s  a r e p o r t ! d id  fo r  th e  B B C  a b o u t th e  d ea l b e ing  s tru ck  b e tw e e n  

T o n y  B la ir and  G o rd o n  B row n  o v e r th e  c o n d itio n s  u n d e r w h ic h  B rita in  m ig h t 

e v e n tu a lly  e n te r th e  E uro, T h is  w a s  a s ig n ific a n t s to ry  a t th e  tim e . By p re te n d in g  to  

N u m b e r T e n  th a t 1 w a s  be ing  q u ie tly  b rie fe d  b y  th e  C h a n c e llo r 's  o ffice , w h ile  ie ttin g  

M r B ro w n ’s te a m  th in k  I w a s  be ing  b rie fed  b y  M r B la ir ’s, 1 w a s  ab le  to  p e rsu a d e  bo th
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s id e s  I kn e w  m uch  m o re  th a n  ! d id  and  g e t e n o u g h  “c o rre c tiv e ” b rie fing  o v e r  the  

c o u rs e  o f a d a y  to  p u t th e  w h o le  s to ry  to g e th e r. T h is  d e p e n d e d  on a ce rta in  a m o u n t 

o f  b lu ff, th o u g h  no lie s , and  se e m s  to  m e  e n tire ly  in th e  pub lic  in te re s t in th a t it 

re ve a le d  th e  bon e s  o f an im p o rta n t a g re e m e n t w h ic h  w o u ld  o th e rw is e  h ave  re m a in e d  

s e c re t until it w a s  re ve a le d  in th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  w o rd s  and  a t its  tim e ta b le .

2b The  nature  o f p ro fe ss lona f and  persona! re la t io n sh ip s  between Ind iv idua l 

s e n io r  p o lit ic ia n s  on the one hand, and  the p rop rie to rs , s e n io r e xe cu tive s  

and  se n io r  ©ditorial s ta ff o f na tiona l new spape rs  o n  the other; in c lu d in g  

m atte rs su ch  a s

(I) F requ ency  and con te x t o f  con tacts;

(ii) H o sp ita lity  g iven  and  rece ived , and any s o c ia l d im en s ion  to  the 

re la tion sh ip ;

{iii) The pe rce ived  b a lan ce  o f advan tages, in c lu d in g  the ab ility  o f 

p o lit ic ia n s  and jo u rn a lis ts  to  p rom ote  o r dam age each  o th e r ’s  

fo rtunes  and  repu ta tion  a t a persona! level;

G e ttin g  s to rie s , and g e ttin g  p o litic ia n s  o r o ffic ia ls  to  a n s w e r th e ir  p ho n es  to  you, 

re q u ire s  th e  jo u rn a lis t  to  fo s te r  a p e rso n a l re la tion sh ip . O n e  m a y  d e ve lo p  a g o o d  

re la tio f is h ip  s im p ly  by be ing  an  a d m ire d  re p o rte r, o r  th ro u g h  fe llo w  id e o lo g ic a l b e lie f, 

bu t th is  se e m s  rare . T h e  re la tio n sh ip  tra d itio n a lly  d e v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  p riv a te  lu n c h e s , 

d r in k s  and  o c c a s io n a lly  w e e ke n d  v is its . A s  I u n d e rs ta n d  it, du ring  th e  1950s, 1 9 6 0 s  

and  1970s le a d in g  G om m enta to rs  w o u ld  o fte n  sp e n d  le isu re  tim e  w ith  c a b in e t 

m in is te rs .

It w a s  le ss  so  by th e  1980s, b u t s till h a p p e n e d . I v is ite d  p o lit ic ia n s ' h o m e s  o n  o n ly  

p e rh a p s  e ig h t o r n ine  o cca s io n s  d u ring  th e  1990s  -  fo r  a lunch  o r a  d in n e r ~  a n d  am  

n o t a  p e rso n a l fr ie n d  o f any  o f  th e m  now . T h e  p ro b le m  is th a t fr ie n d s h ip  e ith e r 

c o rru p ts  the  Journa lis t, so  he  o r s h e  is in d a n g e r o f b e co m in g  a PR  o ff ic e r fo r  the  

p o litic ia n ; o r e lse  re q u ire d  th e  jo u rn a lis t to  e v e n tu a lly  ‘b e tra y ’ th e  p o lit ic ia n  by 

re p o rtin g  so m e th in g  d iso b iig in g . M any a p p a re n t fr ie n d s h ip s  so u red , and r ig h tly  so. 

Y e t th e  potitioa l re p o rte r w h o  h a s  no  c o n ta c ts  f in d s  it im p o s s ib le  to  te s t th e  tru th  o f a 

ru m o u re d  s to ry , o r w a tc h  a d e ve lo p in g  row  b low  up in s id e  W h ite ha if. R e p o rtin g  

lim ite d  to  o ffic ia l announG em en ts  w o u ld  lose  m o s t o f th e  in te rn a l a rg u m e n t and  

d e b a te , w h ic h  is  e sse n tia l to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  p o litica l d e c is io n s  E ven  now , th e  p u b lic  

g e ts  litt le  m o re  th a n  a w h iff o f w h a t is re a lly  h ap p en in g .
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IVIuch less  o f th e  so c ia liz in g  g o e s  on th a n  o nce  d id . Fo! re q u e s ts  m e a n  th a t m o s t 

w e e k e n d  s tays , lu n ch e s  o r hos te d  v is its  a b ro a d  a re  like ly  to  b e co m e  know n; a s  a 

p o lit ic a l e d ito r i w a s  in v ite d  ve ry  ra re ly  to  C h e q u e rs  and  D o w n in g  S tre e t, and th is  w a s  

no t re p o rted . T o d a y , M r C a m e ro n  is e x p e c te d  to  revea l g ue s t-tis ts . T h o u g h  it m a k e s  

it h a rd e r fo r  p o litica l re p o rte rs  to  g e t d e e p  in s ig h ts  I th in k  th is  ch a n g e  is to  be 

w e lc o m e d : if  th e  p u b lic  w a n ts  to  kn ow  a b o u t su b te rra n e a n  b u s in e ss  co n ta c ts  w ith  

p o litic ia n s , o r lo b b y  g ro up s , th e y  o u g h t to  k n o w  a b o u t jo u rn a lis tic  m e e tin g s  too.

B u t fr ie n d ly  re la tio n s h ip s  a re  g o ing  to  c o n tin u e  b e tw e e n  re po rte rs , w h o  can in f lu e n c e  

th e  p u b lic  th ro u g h  th e ir  s to r ie s  o r co lu m n s : and p o titic ians , w h o  h a ve  p riv ile g e d  

in fo rm a tio n  a n d  w a n t pub lic ity , e ve n  in a t im e  o f a u s te rity  and  Fo l, I f  no t d in n e rs , 

th e re  w ill be sa n d w ich e s ; i f  n o t S un d ay  lu n che s , M o n d a y  sa n d w ich e s . M o s t 

e x p e rie n c e d  p o litica l re p o rte rs  h ave  a sh re w d  idea  o f w h o  th e ir  c o lle a g u e s  h a v e  as 

p o lit ic a l co n ta c ts , o ften  s im p ly  by re a d in g  th e ir  s to r ie s .

In th e  t ig h t w o rld  o f W e s tm in s te r, w h e re  u n s o d a t h o u rs  and  so c ia b ility  co llide , th e s e  

c o n ta c ts  a re  b o u n d  to  happen . P u re  jo u rn a lis ts  a re  o ften  a lso  fre e  o f th e  ta in t  o f 

c o m in g  up w ith  new s s to ries . T h e  bes t w a y  fo r  a jo u rn a lis t to  s q u a re  the  c irc le  o f 

c o n ta c t and  co rru p tio n , is  to  be d e te rm in e d  to  p ub lish  a n y  rea l s to ry , e v e ti if th is  lo s e s  

a co n ta c t. M o s t w ill do  so  b e ca u se  s to rie s , and  ca re e r, co m e  firs t. A nyw ay , th e  bes t 

re p o rte rs  w ili be  cu ltiva tin g  b a ck -u p s  ail th e  tim e ,

(iv| S e le c t iv ity  and d iscrsm m ation  ~ as between t it le s  on the one  hand, 

and a s  between p o lit ic a l pa rtie s  on the other;

T h e re  is  a lw a ys  a h ie ra rch y  o f m e d ia  con tac ts . F o r a C o n s e rv a tiv e  m in is te r, c o n ta c ts  

a t The Daily Telegraph, Daily Mail, The Spectator and  b lo g s  like  C o n s e rv a tiv e h o m e  

a re  p a rtic u la r ly  va lu a b le , and  lik e ly  to  be c lo se r; L ib e ra l D e m o c ra ts  w iil m o re  like ly  

tu rn  to  p a p e rs  arrd b lo g s  read  b y  th e ir  a c tiv is ts , a n d  Labour, d itto . T h ro u g h o u t the  

T h a tc h e r, M a jo r and B la ir g o v e rn m e n ts , th e  M u rd o ch  s ta b le  w a s  a lw a ys  p e rc e iv e d  by 

its  r iv a ls  to  h a v e  a p riv ile g e d  p os ition .

T h is  w a s  b e ca u se  o f its  sp re a d  and  p o w e r as a p ub lish in g  g ro u p , a n d  M r M u rd o c h 's  

re a d in e s s  to  use  p ap e rs  such  a s  th e  Sun to  in te rv e n e  a g g re ss ive ly . B u t it m a d e  c lo s e  

so c ia l re la tio n sh ip s , a t M u rd o ch  p a rtie s  o r O x fo rd s h ire  g e t-to g e th e rs , p e c y iia r ly  

d is h e a rte n in g  fo r  p re ss  riva ls .
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2c the e con om ic  con tex t w ith in  w h ich  the m ed ia  operate, and p o lit ic ia n ’s 

a b ility  to  in f lu en ce  that;

1 do no t b e iie ve  th a t p o fitic ians ' a b iiity  to  in flu e n c e  th e  g e n e ra i e c o n o m ic  e n v iro n m e n t 

fo r  m e d ia  c o m p a n ie s  is p a rticu la rly  re levan t; th o u g h  p ro p o s a ls  to  im p o se  V A T , o r 

so m e  s p e c ia l m e d ia  tax , w ou ld  c h a n g e  th a t  P a p e rs  w a n t th e ir  re a de rs  to  be 

p ro s p e ro u s ; th e y  a re  like ly  to  c a m p a ig n  fo r  e c o n o m ic  p o lic ie s  w h ich  th e y  th in k  w ill 

h a ve  th a t e ffect.

2d m ed ia  in flu en ce  on pu b lic  p o lic y  in genefat, in d u d ln g  how  tha t in f lu en ce  is  

e xe rc ised , w ith  w hat effect, how  fa r the  p ro ce ss  is tran sparen t and  how  far 

it  Is In the pu b lic  interest;

2e m ed ia  in f ly e n ce  on pub tlc  p o iic y  hav ing  a d ire c t bearing  on  the ir ow n  

in te rest, and  the e ffe c tivene ss  o f the  m ed ia  a s  lo bby is ts ;

A ll n e w s p a p e rs  ca m p a ig n  and  lo b b y  fo r  p a rtic u la r ca use s , m o s tly  o ve rtly  bu t 

occastonaiSy b y  s la n tin g  th e  c h o ic e  o f  n e w s  s to rie s . I s u s p e c t a lm o s t e ve ry  re a d e r 

u n d e rs ta n d s  th is  and sp o ts  it at o nce . T h is  has  a lw a ys  been  a p a rt o f  n e w s p a p e r 

jo u rn a lis m  and a lw a ys  w ill be. T h e  on ly  re c e n t case  o f a g e n e ra l and  m o s tly  c o v e r t 

m e d ia  lo b b y in g  a g a in s t a p e rce ive d  th rea t, I can  th in k  of, c o n c e rn s  a c e rta in  in q u iry  

c u rre n tly  g o ing  on  in ce n tra l London ,

2f the  extent and a ccu ra cy  o f the perGeptfon that p o lit ic a l jo u rjia lism  has 

m oved  from  reporting  to seek in g  to  rrrake o r in flu en ce  p o llt ic a i even ts , 

in c lu d in g  by s tepp ing  into the  ro le  o f  po iit ioa l o p p o s it io n  from  tim e  to tim e,

! a g re e  th a t th e re  has b ee n  a m o ve  aw ay  fro m  ‘s tra ig h t’ new s re p o rting  to  m o re  

c a m p a ig n in g  o r p o litica lly -e d g e d  re p o rting , in  m a n y  pap e rs . P artly  th is  re fle c ts  a 

c h a n g e  in w h a t th e  p u b lic  is p re p a re d  to  pay m o n e y  to  read, I b egan  a s  a 

p a r lia m e n ta ry  co rre sp o n d e n t, c o n tr ib u tin g  to  a fu ll b ro a d s h e e t p a g e  o f v e rb a tim  

q u o te s  fro m  d eb a te s ; no  p a p e r c a fr ie s  such  a p a g e  now , a nd  th e  usua ! re s p o n s e  is 

th a t it  is  a ll a va ila b le  on line . M o re  g e n e ra lly , th e re  has  b e e n  a b lu rrin g  b e tw e e n  

re p o rtin g  and co m m e n ta ry , led  by p ap e rs  w h ich  lik e  th e  Daily Mai! h a ve  b ee n  the  

m o s t s u cce ss fu l co m m e rc la fly . C o n tro v e rs y  and  e m o tio n  se ll pape rs ; p a p e rs  o n  the  

c e n tre - le ft  like  th e  Guardian and  Independent try  to  ro u se  th e ir  re a d e rs  too . O v e ra ll, 1 

w o u ld  a rg u e  th a t the  p la ln -van llla , s tra ig h t-n e w s  m o d e l w a s  a  h is to rica f a n o m a ly ,
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e m e rg in g  o n ly  a fte r  th e  m o re  s c a n d a lo u s  p a p e rs  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  g ave  w a y  

to  im p e ria l h igh  se rio u sn e ss . W e  m a y  be re ve rtin g  to  type .

2g p o lit ic ia n s ’ pe rcep tion  o f the bene fits  and r is k s  o f th e ir fe la t io fisb ip s  w ith  

the p re ss  and how  they seek  to  m anage them , inelucim g c o lle c t iv e ly  at 

party  leve l, th rough  No 10 and  o the r g o vem m en t co m m u n ica tio n s  

o rgan lsa tlo rts , and in the ope ra tion  o f the Lobby  system ;

A s  an  o rig in a l c a m p a ig n e r a g a in s t the  lo b b y  sys tem , I w a s  p le ase d  to se e  the  

e x tre m e s  o f its  s e c re c y  a n d  se lf-p o lic in g  go ; bu t p o lit ic ia n s  to d a y  th in k  fa r  too  m u c h  

a b o u t th e  m e d ia , and to o  cons ta n tfy . W e  a re  u b iq u ito u s  and  b e yo n d  m e re  d e a d lin e s  

now , and  h e a d lin e s  can  be  d e a d ly , and m e d ia  s to rm s  a p p e a r fro m  a c le a r b lue  sky. 

B ut th e  a m o u n t o f e n e rg y  sp en t on  p re se n ta tio n  has  su re ly  b e c o m e  s e lf-d e fe a tin g . 

P o lit ic ia n s  w h o  try  to  so lve  p ro b le m s  and  w o rry  le ss  a b o u t h ow  th e y 're  se en  -  it 

w o u ld  be  in v id io u s  to  n a m e  n a m e s  -  tend  to  do  a t le a s t a s  w e ll, o r b e tte r in th e  e n d .

2h the extent and lim ita tion  o f po litsc lan s ’ w iliin g n e ss  and ab ility  to  co n s tra in  

the  m ed ia  to  conduct, p ra c tice s  and e th ic s  w h ich  are in  the p u b lic  in te rest, 

w he the r by le g is la tio n , by regu la to ry  m earis  o r o therw ise .

i th in k  it is  a b u n d a n tly  d e a r  th a t p o litic ia n s  a re  te rr if ie d  o f be ing  seen  to  im p o s e  any  

new  c o n tro ls  w h a te v e r on  jo u rn a lis m , it m ay be  a s lig h tly  p a th e tic  s p e c ta c le  b u t it is 

p ro b a b ly  a g oo d  th ing , ce rta in ly  fo r  jo u rn a lis m  ,

3. In y o u r v iew , w hat are the  s p e c if ic  bene fits  to the p y b ilc  to  be se cu red  from  a 

re la t io n sh ip  between se n io r  po lstic ians at a na tiona l leve l and  the m ed ia ?  W ha t 

are the  r is k s  to  the  p u b lic  in te re s t inhe ren t in su ch  a re ia t io n sh ip ?  In y o u r  

v iew , h ow  sh o u ld  the fo rm er be m ax im ised , and  the fatter m in im ised  and 

m anaged?  P le a se  g ive  exam p les.

T h o u g h  I have  a n s w e re d  s o m e  o f th is  a lre a d y , ! w o u ld  sum  th e  s itu a tio n  up  like  th is . 

P o ittlo ia n s  n ee d  jo u rn a lis ts  to  he lp  a d v a n c e  th e ir  id e as  and c a re e rs . J o u rn a lis ts  n e e d  

p o lit ic ia n s  to  he lp  th e m  g e t s to ries . T h is  can lead  to  p o lit ic ia n s  sp in n in g  and  d is to rtin g  

in fo rm a tio n  and  to  g u llib le  jo u rn a lis ts  re p o rting  it, w h ich  is n o t in  the  p u b lic  in te res t. 

B u t s e r ia lly  u n re lia b le  a n d  u n tru s tw o rth y  p o litica l so u rce s  a re  q u ic k ly  sp o tte d  and  

jo u rn a lis ts  w h o  re p o rt m e re  ‘s p in ’ a re  a lso  fin g e re d , by th e ir  e d ito rs  and  co lte a g u e s ,
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So whiSe the  re la tio n sh ip  is  a lw a ys  o p e n  to  a bu se , th e  In q u iry  shou ld  n o t be  to o  

fa s tid io u s  o r w o rrie d , T o n y  B la ir q u ic k ly  b e c a m e  fa m o u s  in F le e t S tree t fo r  in v itin g  in 

one  g ro u p  o f n e w s p a p e r p e o p le  and  te llin g  th e m  how  sc e p tic a l h e  w a s  a b o u t E u ro p e ; 

and th e n  inv iting  in  a n o th e r lo t and te llin g  th e m  how  k e e n  he  w a s  on E urope . B u t th e  

d iffe re n t g ro u p s  co m p a re d  no tes , a n d  his re p u ta tio n  w a s  n o t h u g e ly  e nh a n ce d . N o r 

d o e s  po fitica i b ias  in  g en e ra ! tru m p  ‘a good  s to ry ’ w h ich  w ill se ll pape rs . T h e  Daily 

Telegraph m a y  h a ve  a im e d  its  f irs t b la s ts  in th e  M P s ' e x p e n s e s  s c a n d a l s to ry  a t 

L a b o u r c a b in e t m in is te rs ; b u t it th e n  to re  its  w a y  th ro u g h  th e  C o n se rva tive  f ro n t 

bench - T h e  s y s te m  Is m o re  a b ie  to  s e lf-c o rre c t tha n  it seem s. T h e  pub lic , in g en e ra !, 

is  b e s t s e rve d  w h e n  as m u ch  fre s h  in fo rm a tio n  e m e rg e s  a s  p o s s ib ie  fro m  th e  

s h a d o w y  and fa s t-m o v in g  w o rld  o f po litics . R e la tio n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  p o lit ic ia n s  a n d  

h a c k s  m o s tly  h e lp  th a t happen .

4. W ou ld  you c fis tingy ish  between the p o s it io n  o f a s e n io r p o lit ic ia n  in 

g ove rnm en t and a sersior p o lit ic ia n  in o p p o s it io n  fo r the se  p u rp o se s ?  If so, 

p le a se  exp la in  how, and why.

No, e x c e p t th a t g o v e rn m e n t p o lit ic ia n s  know  m ore ,

5, W hat the  s p e c if ic  bene fits  and r is k s  to  the pubSie Interest o f  in te ra c tion  

betw een the m ed ia  and p o lit ic ia n s  in  the run up to  genera l e le c t io n s  and o th e r 

na tio ria l p o lls ?  Do you  have any c o n ce rn s  abou t the nature and e ffect of s u c h  

in te raction , o r the  legal, regu la to ry  o r tran sp a ren cy  fram ew ork  w ith in  w h ic h  

they cu rren tly  take p iece , and do you have any  re com m enda tion s  o r 

su g g e s t io n s  fo r the  fu tu re  in th is  rega rd?  In yo u r re sponse , pSease in c lu d e  

you r v iew s  on how  you  th in k  the re la t io n sh ip  between the m ed ia  and  

p o lit ic ia n s  ch an g e s  in the  run up  to e le c tion s , the  extent to  w h ich  a t it le 's  

endo rsem en t is  re la ted to  p a rt icu la r p o lic ie s , and w hethe r the pub lic  in te re s t is  

w e ll-se rved  as a re s u lt

D u rin g  se n s itive  p re -p o llin g  pe riod s , th e re  is  no  d o u b t th a t a p a p e r ’s p o lit ic a l 

a lle g ia r tc e s  a re  s h a rp e r and  th a t p o litic ia n s  try  h a rd e r to  g e t a hea ring  fro m  th e m , 

R u p e rt M u rd o c h 's  e v id e n ce  to  th e  in q u iry  c le a rly  d e m o n s tra te s  tha t. A n d  o f c o u rs e  

th e  p o lic ie s  fa v o u re d  by a  p a p e r a nd  its p ro p r ie to r a re  p a rtic u la rly  im p o rta n t. B u t a t 

the  s a m e  tim e , any  s e n tie n t re a d e r o b s e rv e s  th is , N o n e  o f it is  e xa c tly  a s e c re t and  

the  e ffe c ts  a re  o b v io u s  d a y  b y  day.
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W hat ie s s o n s  do  you  th in k  can  be tearned from  the recen t h is to ry  o f re fa tions 

betw een the  p o lit ic ia n s  and the m ed ia , from  the p e rspec t ive  o f the  p u b lic  

in te re s t?  W hat changes, vo lun ta ry  o r  o therw ise , w o u ld  you su g g e s t fo r the  

future, in re la tion  to  the c o n d u c t and gove rnance  o f re la t io n sh ip s  betw een 

p o lit ic ia n s  and the media, in  o rd e r that the  pub lic  in te rest sh o u ld  be be s t 

se rved ?

It has aivifays been an uneasy relationship, ought to be uneasy and probably a lways 

will be uneasy. Friendships cannot be banned; coffee shops can hardly be closed; 

and betrayal Is part of the WestfTiinster weather. W hat would be gravely serious 

would be evidence of a secret pact or private bargain in which one particular media 

group sought and got specific changes to laws, or a fair wind for its commercial 

ambitions, in return for supporting a political leader. There have been many 

allegations about this sort of thing but until now, no firm evidence. It is clearly in the 

public interest for meetings between leading politicians and editors and proprietors, 

and the content of those meetings, to be logged, minuted and published.

W ou ld  you  d is t in g u ish  foetween the p re s s  and  other m ed ia  fo r  the se  p u rp o se s ?  

If so , p lea se  exp la in  how , and  why.

No,

In the  ligh t o f w ha t has now  tran sp ired  abou t the cu ltu re , p ra c tice s  and  e th ic s  

o f the  p ress , and the co n d u c t o f the  re la tion sh ip  between the p re ss  and  the 

pub lic , the po lice , and po lit ic ia n s , is  there anyth ing  fu rther you  w ou ld  iden tify  

by w ay o f the re fo rm s that w ou ld  be the m os t e ffec tive  in a d d re ss in g  p u b lic  

c o n ce rn s  and re sto ring  co n fid e n ce ?

Other than to say that I hope non-legislative action can restore public confidence, 1 

have no suggestions.

In y o u r  expe fien ce , w ha t in flu en ce  do  the m ed ia  have  on the con ten t o r  t im in g  

o f  the  fo rm u la tion  o f  a party ’ s o r a gove rnm en t’s  m ed ia  p o lic ie s ?  The Inqu iry  

is  p a rt icu la r ly  in te rested  in th is  corrtext in in flu en ce  on the con ten t and tim e o f 

d e c is io n -m ak in g  on p o lic ie s , le g is la t io n  and  ope ra tiona l q u e s tio n s  re la t in g  to 

m atte rs su ch  as:

9a m ed ia  ow n e rsh ip  and regu lation;

9b the e con om ic  con tex t o f m ed ia  ope ra tion s , in c lu d in g  the  B B C  licen ce  fee;
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9c lega l r igh ts  in a reas su ch  a s  freedom  o f e xp re ss ion , privacy , de fam ation  

and libe l, freedom  o f in fo rm ation  and data pro tection;

9d any re levan t a sp e c ts  o f the sub stan tive  c r im in a l law , fo r exam p le  re la ting  

to any  a sp e c t o f un law fu lly  ob ta in in g  in fo rm ation  ( in c lud ing  hack ing , 

b la gg in g  and bribery) and  the a va ila b ility  o f  p u b iic  in te rest de fences;

9e any  re levan t a sp e c ts  o f lega l p ro cedu re , s u ch  a s  in jun ction s, the repo rting  

o f p ro ceed ing s, the d ise lo su re  o f Jou rna lis ts ’ s o u rc e s  and  the a va ila b ility  

o f p u b lic  fund ing  fo r defam ation  and  p rivacy  case s;

9 f any a sp e c ts  o f po isc lng p o lic y  o r ope ra tio n s re la ting  to  the re la t io n sh ip  

betw een the p o lice  and the m edia.

P le a se  p ro v id e  som e  exam ples,

ft is no secret that the largest media organisations able to campaign robustly have a 

strong influence on policy possibilities. Fear of the Murdoch empire was endem ic 

during the Labour years; as editor of The Independeni 1 got the impression that no 

inquiry into predatory pricing atiegations would be possible; and the d o se  reiattonship 

between senior Murdoch lieutenants and Conservative politicians is a matter of 

record. The media market is an odd one, because there is a d ea r public interest in 

piurality of ownership, and poiitically disinterested ownership; yet most newspapers 

are heavy foss-makers. W e may yet come to look back on today's proprietors with 

rueful nostatgia, I have no knowledge of lobbying on B BC  licence fee matters and 

think it would be highiy inappropriate to be involved. I have a lways beileved privacy 

law is  something for parliament to take a d ea r stand on. Public funding of defamation 

and privacy cases should be limited to a very few particulariy serious exam ples 

where claimants are effectiveiy penniless.

10. F rom  yo u r pe rspective , w ha t In fluence have the m ed ia  had on the fo rm u la tion  

and d e live ry  o f gove rnm en t p o licy  m ore g ene ra lly ?  You  an sw e r sh o u ld  c o ve r 

at le a s t the  fo llow ing , w ith  exam p le s  a s  appropriate:

10a the nature o f th is  Influence, in p a rt icu la r w hether exerted th rough  ed ito r ia l 

content, by d ire c t con ta c t w ith  po lit ic ia n s , o r In o the r way;

10b the  exten t to  w h ich  th is  in f lu en ce  Is rep resen ted  as, o r Is rega rded  as, 

rep resen ta tive  o f p u b lic  o p in io n  m ore  gene ra lly  o r o f the Interest o f the 

m ed ia  them se lves;
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10c the extent to  w h ich  tha tJn llu e rscs  has in you r v iew  advanced  o r inh ib ited  

the p u b lic  Interest.

10d The inqu iry  is  in terested  in a rea s  su ch  a s  crim ina ! |ystice , Eu ropean  and 

im m ig ra tion  po licy , w here  the m ed ia  has o n  o c c a s io n  run d ire c t 

cam pa ign s  to  in flu en ce  po licy , bu t you m ay be aw are o f others.

Th is question really requires a book to answer it. Newspapers respond to their 

perception of their readers' interest. Polling suggests there is, for instance, a more 

punitive and Euro-sceptical attitude among the public than among M Ps in general. 

Papers whfch try to run against the readership'-constituency which they have 

accumulated quickly run into drcuiation trouble: the Daily Express under C live 

Holiick, which I wrote for, is a pood example. Nor can I imagine editors actually telling 

politicians they want this or that because it is good for their business; even when that 

is the case, it wifi always be couched as the public interest. V iew s are passed over 

informally, at meetings in m inisters’ offices, over lunch or dinner, often by leading 

coiumnists ~ editors thernseives tend to prefer to shun W estm inster life, and are 

anyway generally too busy. Reporters tend to concentrate on their immediate job  of 

story-getting and rarely lobby for policies themselves. G iven the multiplicity of 

pressures on poiiticians in an advanced democracy ~ the lobby groups, the industry 

bodies, the constituency activists, online cam paigns and the rest -  the effect of 

mainstream newspapers on poiicy hardly stands out as a particular problem Robust 

politicians, secure in their facts, can see off most newspaper campaigns.

11. In y o u r  expe rience , w hat m ffuence have the m ed ia  had  on pu b lic  and p o lit ic a l 

appo in tm en ts , in c lu d in g  the  tenure  and te rm ina tion  o f tho se  appo in tm en ts?  

P le a se  g ive  exam p les, in c lu d in g  o f ca se s  in w h ich  in  yo u r v iew  the pufolic 

in te re st w as, and w a s  not, w e ll se rved  by su ch  in fluence.

A s  to political and public appointments, newspapers certainly campaign against 

individuals, either because -  a s with the recent Metropolitan police battles -  they 

have taken one side against another in a factional fight, or because they have taken 

against an individual. A  minister might have offended the editor, or ridiculed the 

paper, or rubbished a policy it favours... or simply look a little vulnerabis. Much of the 

campaigning against individuals is in the nature of a speculative hunting trip, when ft 

is not d e a r whether som eone is poiiticaliy badly wounded or not, and papers 

compete to see  who can bring him, or her, down. Once the "pack” groups and attacks 

day after day the sheer pfessure can destroy careers which would othe.rwise survive.
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This is perhaps unedifying and is certainly cruel, but greatly entertains the public... or 

I suspect it does. Parliamentary performances no longer destroy careers and the 

party m achines are slickly efficient so it might be argued that som e aggressive 

system  of testing is needed. There are huge numbers of examples of newspaper 

cam paigns -  one is running now in the Daily Mai! on internet pornography -  which 

are perceived by journalists and many readers to be in the public interest; the key 

question is whether they win the support of enough M Ps and get enough 

parliamentary time for legislation to follow, A  successfu i campaign thus has to be one 

which chimes with voters and politicians.

confirm that the contents of this statement are true.

Signed_ Date

Andrew Marr
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