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A D D IT IO N A L WITNESS STATEMENT

L O R D  B L A C K  O F  B R E N T W O O D ,
C h a ir m a n , P r e s s  S t a n d a r d s  B o a r d  o f  F in a n c e

1. I m a k e  t h is  a d d i t io n a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  in  m y  c a p a c i t y  a s  C h a ir m a n  o f  t h e  P r e s s  

S t a n d a r d s  B o a r d  o f  F in a n c e  L im it e d ,  fu r th e r  t o  m y  s t a t e m e n t  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1 .

2. I d o  s o  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  I n q u ir y  o n  th r e e  m a t t e r s  c o n t a in e d  in  m y  o r ig in a l  

w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t :  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  n e w  C h a ir m a n  o f  t h e  P r e s s  C o m p la in t s  

C o m m is s io n ;  a  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  e d it o r s '  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e ;  a n d  d e t a i l s  o f  a  

p r o g r a m m e  o f  w o r k  t h e  in d u s t r y  i s  v m d e r ta k in g  f u n d a m e n t a l ly  t o  r e f o r m  o u r  

s y s t e m  o f  s e l f  r e g u la t io n .

A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  P C C  C h a ir m a n

3 . In  p a r a g r a p h  3 6  o f  m y  w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t  I s e t  o u t  t h e  s t e p s  P r e s s B o f  w a s  

t a k in g  t o  a p p o i n t  a  n e w  P C C  C h a ir m a n , in  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  B a r o n e s s  B u s c o m b e ,  in  

l in e  w i t h  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  s e t  o u t  in  t h e  P C C 's  G o v e r n a n c e  R e v ie w .

4 . D u r in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  S e p t e m b e r  K o r n  F e r r y  W h it e h e a d  M a n n  u n d e r t o o k  

d u e  d i l i g e n c e  o n  a l l  t h e  c a n d id a t e s  w h o  h a d  a p p l i e d  fo r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  in  r e s p o n s e  

t o  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  c a r r ie d  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  p r e s s  in  A u g u s t .  T h e y  p r e s e n t e d  u s  

w it h  a  " lo n g  lis t"  o f  p o t e n t ia l  c a n d id a t e s  -  a b o u t  2 0  o r  s o  -  w h i c h  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  

b y  a  S u b  C o m m it t e e  o f  t h e  B o a r d , w i t h  A n d r e w  R a m s a y ,  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  

a s s e s s o r ,  in  a t t e n d a n c e .  T h e y  g a v e  u s  a  f u l l  a n d  fr a n k  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  

a n d  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  e a c h  c a n d id a t e .

5 . A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  m e e t in g ,  a  s h o r t  l i s t  o f  s i x  c a n d id a t e s  w a s  a g r e e d  fo r  

fu r th e r  b r ie f in g  b y  K o r n  F e r r y  a n d  t h e n  a n  i n t e r v ie w .  T h e s e  i n t e r v ie w s  t o o k
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p la c e  o n  3 0 *  S e p t e m b e r ,  a g a in  w i t h  A n d r e w  R a m s a y  in  a t t e n d a n c e .  T h e  S u b  

C o m m it t e e  s c r u t in i z in g  t h e  c a n d id a t e s  w a s  v m a n im o u s  in  i t s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  

L o r d  H v m t o f  W ir r a l. T h is  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  a  f u l l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o n  4 *  

O c t o b e r ,  w h i c h  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  a t  s o m e  l e n g t h  a n d  t h e n  r a t i f ie d  

it . 1 in f o r m e d  L o r d  H u n t  la te r  t h a t  d a y ,  a n d  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  r e a c h e d  a b o u t  t h e  

t e r m s  o f  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t  a n d  a  s ta r t  d a t e  o f  M o n d a y  1 7 *  O c to b e r .

6 . A n  e  m a i l  f r o m  A n d r e w  R a m s a y  w i t h  h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  o n  t h e  p r o c e s s  a r e  

s e t  o u t  in  t h e  A p p e n d i x  t o  t h is  s t a t e m e n t .

C h a n g e  t o  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e

7 . T w o  c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s '  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  f o l l o w i n g  

c o n s u l t a t io n  w i t h  t h e  in d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  P C C . T h e y  t o o k  e f f e c t  o n  J a n u a r y .  

T h e s e  c h a n g e s  are:

•  T h e  C o d e ' s  p r e a m b l e  w i l l  r e q u ir e  e d i t o r s  w h o  b r e a c h  t h e  C o d e  t o  p u b l i s h  

t h e  P C C 's  c r it ic a l  a d j u d ic a t io n  in  f u l l  a n d  w i t h  due prom inence agreed xvith 
the P C C 's D irector.

• T h e  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  r u le s  w i l l  r e q u ir e  e d i t o r s  w h o  c la im  a  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  

C o d e  w a s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  in t e r e s t  t o  s h o w  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  g o o d  

r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d ,  b u t  hoxv and w ith  
xvhom that w as established at the time.

8 . T h e  p r e s s  r e le a s e  a n n o u n c in g  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  i s  i n c l u d e d  a s  A p p e n d i x  2  to  

t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .

R e f o r m  o f  t h e  s e l f  r e g u la t o r y  s y s t e m

9 . In  p a r a g r a p h  5 7  o f  m y  w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t  1 m a d e  c le a r  t h a t  P r e s s B o f  i s  

a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  s e l f  r e g u la t io n  n e e d e d  t o  b e  " r e n e w e d  a n d
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r e g e n e r a t e d ."  S in c e  t h e n  w e  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  L o r d  H u n t  o n  p r o p o s a l s  t o  

d i s c u s s  w i t h  t h e  I n q u ir y .

10 . A  m e e t i n g  t o  ta lk  t h e s e  t h r o u g h  in  o u t l in e  w i t h  t h e  in d u s t r y ' s  le a d e r s  w a s  

h e ld  a t  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  T e le g r a p h  M e d ia  G r o u p  o n  1 5 *  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1 . It  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  k e y  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c o m p l ia n c e  b o d y  a s  p a r t  o f  a  n e w  r e g u la t o r y  m e c h a n is m ,  a n d  t h e  

e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  a  n e w  s y s t e m  c o u l d  b e  u n d e r p in n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  c iv i l  la w .

1 1 . S in c e  t h e n ,  P r e s s B o f  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r t a k in g  s o m e  d e t a i l e d  w o r k  w i t h  l e g a l  

a d v i s e r s  a b o u t  h o w  t h i s  m i g h t  w o r k  i n  p r a c t ic e . W e  a r e  k e e n ,  w i t h  L o r d  H u n t ,  to  

d i s c u s s  t h e s e  i d e a s  in  m o r e  d e t a i l  in  t h e  w e e k s  a n d  m o n t h s  a h e a d .

I b e l i e v e  t h e  f a c t s  s e t  o u t  in  t h is  s t a t e m e n t  a r e  tr u e .

L o r d  B la c k  o f  B r e n t w o o d  

2 5 *  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 2
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APPENDIX 1

From: Andrew Ramsay 
Sent: 25 October 2011 18:03 
To: Jim Raeburn 
Subject: PCC Chairman

Here is my sign-off note on the process of appointing the new PCC Chairman.

CONCLUSION

My overall view is that PressBoF made a considered choice after a process that was fair 
to candidates. It was very well supported throughout by Korn Ferry.

DETAIL

The process was very thorough, involving: 

-advertising/search,

-appointment panel long-listing discussion,

-Korn Ferry interviews of long-listed candidates, 

-appointment panel short-listing discussion,

-appointment panel interviews of short- listed candidates, 

-decision making discussion by full PressBoF.
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Although the time available was short (August and September), this did not prevent fair 
consideration of the candidates. Korn Ferry brought together a strong field, analysed 
them effectively against the criteria, and ensured the panel was well briefed at each stage. 
Panel members identified their knowledge of candidates as appropriate, and the Chairman 
reported on his contacts with candidates and potential candidates in the run-up to the 
interviews.

The short-list of individuals interviewed by the panel was very strong.The panel reached 
a well-argued and consistent view of their relative merits against what was required for 
the post, and on the preferred candidate. The deliberations of the panel were faithfully 
reported to PressBoF who gave them proper consideration before reaching a decision.

For the record, 1 was present for the discussions and panel interviews, and received the 
papers.

Andrew Ramsay
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APPENDIX 2

P R E S S  I N F O R M A T I O N

20 December 2011 For immediate release
Two ch an ges to the Editors' Code

Britain's newspaper and magazines have agreed to new rules to promote compliance with 
the Editors' Code of Practice, to which the British press subscribes voluntarily and which 
is enforced by the Press Complaints Commission.

The changes, announced by the Editors' Code Committee, mean that from 1 January, 
2012:

• The Code's preamble will require editors who breach the Code to publish the 
PCC's critical adjudication in full and with due prom inence agreed  w ith the PC C 's 
D irector.

• The Public Interest rules will require editors who claim a breach of the Code 
was in the public interest to show not only that they had good reason to believe 
the public interest would be served, but how and w ith  whom  that w as estab lished  
at the time.

The changes have been agreed by the Code Committee following consultation within the 
industry and the PCC.

Code Committee Chairman Paul Dacre, Editor of the D a ily  M ail and Editor in Chief of 
Associated Newspapers, said: "These changes are designed to ensure that the normal 
good practice followed in most newspaper offices in most cases becomes enshrined in the 
Code itself, and in doing so explodes some popular fallacies about press self-regulation.

"Last year we introduced a rule requiring editors running corrections to agree prominence 
with the PCC in advance. This has helped to kill the myth that they are routinely buried in 
the paper. Now we have brought the publication of critical adjudications more into line 
with that. It should dispose of another misconception.

"The public interest amendment underwrites the need for editors and senior executives to 
give proper consideration before they consciously decide to breach the Code - something 
that should never be done lightly. They should be ready to demonstrate they have 
observed this process. Most do it already. This measure should be a safeguard, not a 
burden."

MODI 00058561


