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Agenda
Editors’ Code of Practice Committee meeting

N S / N P A  o ff ic e s , F lo o r ,  S t A n d r e w ’ s H o u s e , 

18-20 S t  A n d r e w ’ s S t r e e t  L o n d o n  E C 4 3A Y  

 ̂ 10.30 a .m ., T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  16, 2009

1. A p o lo g ie s : .
2. Welcome to  Baroness Busconibe, Chairman o f  th e  PCC.

3.. M inu tes  o f  Thursday, November 6 ,  2 0 0 8  t c r r c u la te d )  .
• Tim Toulmin has id e n tif ie d  an error in  the Minutes which, under 

Other Business,
should be amended as follows:

T i m  T o u l m i n  s a i d  t h a t  w h i l e  j u d g e s  w e r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  ■PGG
a d j  u d i -e a t i  eses , t h e s e — dird—  i n c l u d e  t h e  C o d e  i n  t h e i r
j u d g m e n t s , t h e  VCC i t s e l f  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  l a n d m a r k  c a s e s ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e  c o m p l a i n a n t s  w e r e  g o i n g  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  c o u r t s  -  
w h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  b o t h  d a m a g e s -  a n d  t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a w  -  a r -  
t h e  p a p e r s  w e r e  s e t t l i n g . . . .

The amended version w i l l  be signed, subject to the
Committee's agreement,

4 .  Business a r is in g  ( i f  n o t  d e a l t  w i t h  b e l o w ) :

® Resignation of Mike Gilson (NS) on leaving T h e  S c o t s m a n  

• Exp lo ita tion by freelance agencies ~ John Dale's response

5. P ro te c t io n  o f  ju d g e s : Lords S e le c t Committee on
C o n s t i tu t io n

6. Coroners B i l l  : l e t t e r  from  B r id g e t P re n t ic e
7. Code Committee w e b s ite
8. E d ito rs  Codebook re la u n c h
9. P r iv a c y  s tu d y
10. Annual Code Review 
n .O th e r  b u s in e ss
12. Next m ee ting

Appendix A; Annua] Code Review: 2008,'9 ■
Appendix B: Privacy and the Code survey - to  fo llo w  as separate pd f. 
Appendix C: The Code ir. A4 format is  attached as a separate pdf fo r  easy 
r e f e r e n c e .
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A g e n d a  i t e m s :

5. P ro te c tio n  o f judges: The se c re ta ry  wrote re je c t in g  the c a l l  from the 
Lords' S e lec t Committee on the C o n s titu t io n  fo r  judges to  be made a 
spec ia l case under the Code to  p ro te c t the ju d ic ia r y  from 'in a c c u ra te  
and in tem pera te ' press c r i t ic is m .  The le t t e r  expressed disappointm ent a t 
th e ir  lo rd s h ip s ' fa i lu re  to  address most o f the p o in ts  we had made to  
them and se t out d e ta ile d  reasons fo r  our d e c is io n . These inc luded  the 
fa c t th a t the J u d ic ia l Communications O ff ic e  cou ld  -  and d id  - pursue 
com plaints on beha lf o f judges through the PCC and th a t we were engaging 
w ith  the JCO to  see i f  th a t system was e f fe c t iv e .
The C o n s titu tio n  Committee, w h ile  d isappo in ted  by our d e c is io n , was 
pleased th a t we were in  con tact w ith  the JCO. T h e ir lo rd sh ip s  sa id  they 
would " r e ta in  a keen in te re s t  in  the issue . " In  fa c t,  the JCO seems 
happy w ith  the e x is t in g  arrangements. I t s  c h ie f press o f f ic e r  Peter Farr 
says: "My view is that the current system is working, but there may be scope for further
discussions in the future. If any significant issues arise, I now feel that we have a way of raising in 
wider terms than an individual complaint - for example on a wider principle of judicial privacy.”

6. Coroners B i l l :  The J u s tice  M in is try  has abandoned i t s  c a l l  fo r  Code 
changes to  p ro te c t bereaved fa m ilie s  by emphiasising the need fo r  
s e n s i t iv i t y  in  re p o rtin g . B rid g e t P re n tice , Parliam enta ry Under 
S ecretary a t the MoJ, _.accepted the Code Committee's submission th a t the 
cu rre n t Clause 4 requirement fo r  s e n s i t iv i t y  in  re p o rtin g  was adequate. 
However, she is  concerned th a t the Code committee and the PCC should 
ra is e  p u b lic  awareness about the Code's p ro te c tio n . The Chairman re p lie d  
to  Ms P re n tice  s tre s s in g  th a t the rev ised  Codebook would u n d e rlin e  the 
s tren g th  o f the Code in  t h is  area, to  the b e n e fit  o f both the p u b lic  and 
the press in d u s try . An o f fe r  to  discuss th is  fu r th e r  w ith  MoJ o f f i c ia ls  
has so fa r  not been taken up.

7. Code Committee website ( f o r  r e p o r t ) :  The annual number o f h i ts  to  the 
website from i t s  launch in  January 2008 was 100,160. This breaks down

N u m b e r  o f  v i s i t s : 4 ,  1 8 3 P a g e s :U n i q u e  v i s i t o r s :  3 , 0 6 3 .
1 3 , 1 6 5 .

T r a f f ic  fo r  January-February 2009 was up in  a l l  ca tegories on the same 
period  in  2008:
U n i q u e  v i s i t o r s :  6 3 5  ( + 3 3 % ) ;  V i s i t s :  9 3 0  ( + 6 1 % ) ;  P a g e s :  3 , 5 9 3  ( + 1 1 0 % ) ;
H i t s :  2 1 , 6 4 3  ( + 2 0 % ) .

The Codebook relaunch tr ig g e re d  a l i f t  in  March, w ith  t r a f f i c  e q u a llin g  
25% o f the 2008 to ta l ;
U n i q u e  v i s i t o r s :  7 4 4 ;  V i s i t s :  1 , 2 1 2 ;  P a g e s :  4 , 2 2 5 ;  a n d  H i t s :
3 3 ,  7 6 2 .

A l l  th is  is  from a very low base. The number o f unique v is i to r s  fo r  2008 
is  rough ly  the same as the PCC m ight expect per week.

8. E d ito rs ' Codebook relaunch: The Codebook was launched in  book form and 
on line  in  March. The new guidance on su ic ide  was w idely welcomed - 
in c lu d in g  by the Samaritans, Papyrus, and Mrs Madeleine Moon, MP fo r  
Bridgend - and tha t was re fle c te d  in  media coverage. The PCC re p rin te d  
the guidance in  i t s  annual re p o rt. The Society o f E d ito rs  supplied copies 
o f the book to  i t s  400 members. The PCC sent complimentary copies to  the 
DCMS Select Committee and o the rs . The PCC sold around 500-600 copies in  
March, and there were 60C or sc dowTjloaded from the ed ito rscode .o rg  
website. Demand fo r  the on line  vers ion  was such th a t the bandwidth used 
in  the week beginning March S was more than in  the v.'hole of 2008,

9, Annual Code Review: The Revie’w i
Appendix A. The s e c re ta ry 's  notes are

tllo w s , separa te ly  numbered, as 
.ncluded fo r  background on ly .
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10. P rivacy study: As requested a t the la s t  meeting, the sec re ta ry  has 
conducted a survey in to  p r iv a c y  and the Code and s e lf- re g u la t io n ,  which 
is  c irc u la te d  as Appendix B, sent as a separate p d f.

11. Other business

12. Next meeting
APPENDIX A

C o d e  R e v i e w  2 0 0 9

Accuracy
clause l i i i  - O b lig a tio n  o f care
F r o m  S c h i l l i n g s ,  s o l i c i t o r s  ( se e  a l s o  P r i v a c y ,  H a r a s s m e n t , C h i l d r e n ,  and  
C o n f i d e n t i a l  s o u r c e s )

1. S c h ill in g s ,  in  the f i r s t  o f a se ries  o f suggestions -  in c lu d in g  a 
s im ila r  theme under P rivacy - urge th a t the Code should r e f le c t  the 
PCC's p o lic y  th a t fa i lu r e  to  contact the sub jects o f a r t ic le s  ahead of 
p u b lic a t io n , w h ile  not o b lig a to ry , m ight in  some circumstances 
c o n s titu te - a lack o f care. They c ite  la s t  November's ru lin g  a f te r  the 
N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  fa i le d  to  put to  Paul B u r re ll suggestions th a t he had 
boasted o f having sex w ith  Diana Princess o f Wales.

S c h ill in g s ' p roposa l: Clause l i :
l i )  The Press must take care not to  p u b lish  inaccura te , m isleading 
or d is to r te d  in fo rm -a tio n , in c lu d in g  p ic tu re s . T h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
t a k e  c a r e  i n c l u d e s ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  s e r i o u s  
a l l e g a t i o n s ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  g i v e n  t o  r e l e v a n t  p a r t i e s  t o  r e p l y  t o  
a l l e g a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n ,  t h e  s t o r y  
o f  t h e  g i s t  o f  a n y  r e s p o n s e .

2. JB n o t e  : T h e  P C C  a d j u d i c a t i o n  d i d  s u g g e s t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
p r u d e n t  f o r  t h e  N o t W  t o  p u t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t o  B u r r e l l ,  b u t  t h e  
S c h i l l i n g s  a m e n d m e n t  d o e s  n o t  r e f l e c t  e n t i r e l y  P C C  p o l i c y .  I n  F e b r u a r y ,  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a d e  c l e a r  t h a t  e a c h  c a s e  w a s  d e c i d e d  o n  i t s  m e r i t s :  
'There cannot be an abso lute requirement on newspapers to  contact the 
sub jec t o f s to r ie s  p r io r  to  p u b lic a t io n . -However, a fa i lu r e  i;o  inc lude 
a l l  re le va n t sides o f the s to ry  can, i f  l e f t  u n r e m e d i e d , sometimes lead 
to  a breach o f the Code o f P ra c t ic e . ' A t  m o s t ,  i t  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  
b e t t e r  t o  s t a t e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t . B u t  i t  i s  r a t h e r  s t a t i n g  t h e  o b v i o u s  
a n d  a d d s  l i t t l e .

Privacy
clause 3 i i i  -  Home addresses 
F r o m  S c h i l l i n g s

3 .  S c h il l in g s  again suggest cu rre n t PCC p ra c tic e  should be e x p l ic i t ly  
s ta ted  in  the Code -  i . e .  th a t home addresses should not be published 
where they expose in d iv id u a ls  to  increased s e c u r ity  r is k ,  such as from 
s ta lk e rs .

S c h il l in g s ' p roposa l:
3 i i i )  I t  i s  a l s o  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  p u b l i s h  p r i v a t e ,  p e r s o n a l  o r  h o m e  
a d d r e s s e s  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  l e a d  t o  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
h o m e  a d d r e s s e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e  
s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n  m i g h t  e x p o s e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  i n c r e a s e d  r i s k .

4. I B  n o t e ; P C C  p o l i c y  i s  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  c a n  b e  p u b l i s h e d  e x c e p t  
w h e r e  t h i s  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  r i s k ,  w h i c h  i s  n o r m a l l y  t h e  . c a s e  w i t h  
c e l e b r i t i e s  w h o  a r e  a p r i m e  t a r g e t  f o r  s t a l k e r s .  T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
' i n c r e a s e d  r i s k '  i t s e l f  r a i s e s  i s s u e s ,  b e c a u s e  s o m e  d a n g e r  m i g h t ,  he 

i n h e r e n t  .
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A lso  in  cou r t  re p o r ts  where defendant's  d e ta i ls  are openly s ta ted , i t  
w o u l d  n o t  b e  u s u a l  t o  o m i t  t h e  a d d r e s s  u n l e s s  t h e  j u d g e  h a d  m a d e  a  
s p e c i f i c  o r d e r .

Clause 3 iv  - Publishing serious allegations
5. Sch illings seek p rio r notice of in tent to publish allegations about 
an in d iv id u a l's  p rivate  l i f e .

S ch illings ' proposal:
3iv) W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  
c o n c e r n i n g  a  p e r s o n ' s  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  s u f f i c i e n t  n o t i c e  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  
t o  r e l e v a n t  p e r s o n  p r i o r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n .

6 .  I B  n o t e : This would in v ite  gagging w rits . Defining s u f f i c i e n t
n o t i c e ,  r e l e v a n t  p e r s o n  o r  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  could be a m inefield .

Protection of relatives 
F r o m

7. _________ ^said his 18-year-old daughter's pxivacy was not protected
when a paper claimed he had provided her with an advantage by allegedly  
paying fo r her to attend an interview  trainings day p r io r  to the 
un ivers ity  admissions. He says i t  is  u n fa ir  both that an independent 
adult c h ild 's  private  l i f e  can be exposed because of her parents' fame 
and that parents can equally be subject to c ritic ism  because of 'the 
a c t iv it ie s  of an independent ch ild .

H i s  s u g g e s t i o n :
The Clause 5v protection fo r the children of the famous or infamous 
should be
extended to include adult re la tiv e s .

8 . I B  n o t e : A d u l t s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  g e n e r a l  i n t r u s i o n  u n d e r  C l a u s e  
3 ,  w h i c h  -  w h i l e  n o t  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  f a c t  -  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  p r e c l u d e  
g e n u i n e l y  i n t r u s i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  r e l a t i v e s ,  w h e t h e r  f a m o u s  o r  n o t .  
E x c e p t i o n s  m i g h t  a p p l y  w h e r e  t h e  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  
s t o r y  o r  w h e r e  i t  i s  w e l l - k n o w n  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n .  I t  
d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . C r e a t i n g  s p e c i f i c  p r o t e c t i o n  m i g h t  i m p l y  a 
p r e s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a n y  m e n t i o n  was i n h e r e n t l y  i n t r u s i v e ,  u n l e s s  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  w o u l d  r i s k  r a i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a m o n g  p o t e n t i a l  
c o m p l a i n a n t s  b e y o n d  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  r e a s o n a b l e  i n  a  f r e e  
s o c i e t y .

Harassment
Clause 4 i i  -  Id e n tif ic a tio n  of jou rna lis ts  
F r o m  S c h i l l i n g s

9 .  Schillings want jo u rn a lis ts  in  'harassment' situations to id e n tify  
themselves, so that complainants can make contact vjith employers or 
agencies and make a formal request to them to desist. " I t  is  not 
suggested that there ought to be a general obligation on jo u rn a lis ts  to 
id e n tify  themselves when asked to do so by a member of the public. "

S ch illings ' proposal:
4 i i )  They must not pers ist in  questioning, telephoning, pursuing or 
photographing individuals once asked to desist; nor remain on th e ir  
property when asked to leave and must net follow  them. I f  r e q u e s t  
i s  m a d e ,  t h e y  m u s t  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w h o  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  
f o r .

10. I B  n o t e :  T h e r e  a r e  g e n u i n e  c h o i c e s  h e r e .  I f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i s h e s
t o  m a k e  a  c h a n g e ,  t h i s  o n e  w o u l d  n o t  i n  p r a c t i c e  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n e r o u s .  
I n  r e a l i t y ,  w h e r e  s m a l l  n u m b e r s  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d ,  i t  u s u a l l y
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h a p p e n s  a n y w a y .  I t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v e r s i s t e n t l v  q u e s t i o n  o r  
t e l e p h o n e  e n t i r e l y  a n o n y m o u s l y .  A  c o m p l a i n a n t  c o u l d  t h e n  a s k  t h e  P C C  t o  
p a s s  o n  a  r e q u e s t  t o  d e s i s t .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  g e t s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  w h e r e  
l a r g e r  n u m b e r s  a r e  i n v o l v e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p a p a r a z z i  - w ho  m ay ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e ,  b e  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w ho  a r e  p r o b a b l y  S c h i l l i n g s '  
p r i n c i p a l  t a r g e t .  H a v i n g  t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  c o u l d  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  i n  a p p l y i n g  
f o r  a n d  s e r v i n g  i n j u n c t i o n s .  U n d e r  t h e  H a r a s s m e n t  r u l e s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s  
c o u l d  c l a i m  a n  e x e m p t i o n  i f  t h e y  w e r e  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

I ntrusion into Grief
Clause 5 -  S u i c i d e

F r o m  C h o o s e  L i f e ,  N H S  S c o t l a n d

1 1 .  Choose L ife  suggests Suicide should be a clause in i ts  own r ig h t, 
and proposes four areas to improve coverage:

» Photographs -  including those showing the scene, method or location  
or representation of location (e.g. a bridge) - should not be used 
to support a suicide report. 'For vulnerable audiences, photographs 
of th is  type may trig g er a suic idal tendency.'

• Graphl.cs -  should not be used (including of method or location) as 
th is  can 'desensitise a serious subject matter' in addition, to 
risking causing copycat suicides.

» Caution in  reporting - 'p a rtic u la r  care should be taken to ensure 
suicide reporting is never melodramatic, gratuitous or re p e titiv e  
to the extent that suicide is  legitim ised, suicide in  general is  
stigmatised, or that the person who completed suicide is
r id ic u le d . '

• Editors and journa lis ts  should be encouraged to re fe r in  addition  
to the Editors' Code, the numerous other guidelines produced, for 
example, by NUJ Scotland and the Samaritans.

12. IB note; C h o o s e  L i f e ' s  h i g h l y  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  p r o p o s a l s  a j re -  b y  n o  
m e a n s  t h e  m o s t  D r a c o n i a n  t o  e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  s u i c i d e  p r e v e n b i o n  l o b b y .  
T h e  l a t e s t  e d i t i o n  o f  T h e  E d i t o r s '  C o d e b o o k  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  t h e  
s u b m i s s i o n  w a s  w r i t t e n  a n d  i t s  B r i e f i n g  o n  s u i c i d e  r e p o r t i n g  i s  d e s i g n e d  
t o  p r e - e m p t  s u c h  p r o p o s a l s .  We c a n  n o w  p o i n t  t o  t h e  n e w l y  e x p a n d e d  
g u i d a n c e ,  w e l c o m e d  b y  t h e  S a m a r i t a n s  a n d  P a p y r u s ,  a n d  s e e  h o w  t h a t  w o r k s  
b e f o r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  f u r t h e r  c h a n g e s .

13. M e a n w h i l e ,  C h o o s e  L i f e ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  c r e a t e  a s e p a r a t e  S u i c i d e  
C l a u s e  w o u l d  m e a n  r e - n u m b e r i n g  t h e  r e s t ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  c a u s e  a  p r o b l e m .  
B u t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  Suicide Reporting s u b h e a d  
a b o v e  s u b - c l a u s e  S i i ,  t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r o f i l e .  H o w e v e r ,  f o r  b o t h  
p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  r e a s o n s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  d o n e  a l o n g s i d e  
o t h e r  C o d e  c h a n g e s .

Children

Clause 6iv - Payment to children  
Code C o m m i t t e e  s e l f - r e v i e w
14. The case of A lf ie  Patten, the 13-year-old o r ig in a lly  claimed to have 
fathered Chantelle Stedman's baby, raised issues under Clause 6iv . This 
says M i n o r s  m u s t  n o t  b e  p a i d  f o r  m a t e r i a l  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  w e l f a r e ,  
n o r  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  f o r  m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o r  w a r d s ,  
u n l e s s  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n t e r e s t .  However th is  can be 
subject to exceptions in the public in te res t.
15. The aim of the sub-clause was to provide some protection against 
unscrupulous parents who ru th less ly  exploited th e ir  children for mo.ney 
to the c h ild 's  detriment. I t  was seen as a last resort option to be used 
only exceptionally and the case has ra re ly  arisen. Hovjever, the Patten 
story begged several questions, including.-
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• Is  i t  the p a y m e n t  that must be in  the c h ild 's  in te re s t, or the 
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  or both? Can they be trumped by an 
exceptional public interest?

• Is  the clause too p a te rn a lis tic  or invasive in  that i t  requires 
newspapers -  and u ltim ate ly  the PCC - to over-ride the opinions of 
parents or guardians.

• Is  th is  sub-clause more noble than p ra c tic a l -  does i t  do more harm 
than good?

16. No formal suggestions have been received - the story broke a fte r  the
Code Review deadline. I t  is  included here so that the Committee can make
an early  judgment on the need fo r changes.

17. I B  n o t e : F r o m  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  t w o  t e s t s  w e r e  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n
t a n d e m  -  i d e a l l y  s o  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  s h o u l d  b e  a  n e t  b e n e f i c i a r y  f r o m  t h e  
d e a l .  I n  b o r d e r l i n e  c a s e s ,  i f  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d  o u t w e i g h e d  t h e  
b e n e f i t s ,  t h e n  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n t e r e s t .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  
t h e r e  w e r e  a  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n  ( a s  w i t h  A l f i e  
P a t t e n )  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  a n  o v e r - r i d i n g  f a c t o r .

18. T h e  a i m  o f  t h e .  s u b - c l a u s e  w a s  n o t  t o  b a  o v e r l y  p a t e r n a l i s t i c ,  b u t  t o  
a v o i d  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r i s k  o f  a b e t t i n g  o b v i o u s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  -  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  m o n e y  w a s  p a i d  i n t o  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r u s t  f u n d .  
T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c l a u s e  h a s  l a s t e d  f o r  1 2  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  a p p a r e n t  
p r o b l e m s , m i g h t  s u g g e s t  i t  h a s  w o r k e d ,  o r  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  i g n o r e d  a n d  
n o - t  p i c k e d  u p  o n  t h e  r a d a r .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  p u b l i c  a n > z l e t y  n o w  i s  t h a t  
t h i s  t e s t  - h a s  f a i l e d ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  c o n c e r n  w o u l d  t h e r e  b e  i f  i t  h a d  n o b  
e x i s t e d  a t  a l l ?  T h e r e  a r e  p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  r e t a i n i n g  i t .  B u t  
t h e r e  m a y  b e  a  c a s e  f o r  s o m e  t w e a k s ,  o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n e x t  
C o d e b o o k  r e v i s i o n .

Clause 6v -  P h o t o g r a p h in g  c h i l d r e n  

F r o m  S c h i l l i n g s '

19. S c h i l l i n g s  s a y  i n  a c o v e r i n g  n o t e  t h e y  w a n t t h e  C o de ' t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  
t a k i n g  a n d . p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  c h i l d r e n '  . I n  f a c t ,  t h e i r  
am endm ent r e s t r i c t s  t h i s  t o  w h e re  t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h a n  
t h e  fam e  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .

S ch illin g s ' proposal:
5v) E d i t o r s  m u s t n o t  u s e  t h e  fa m e , n o t o r i e t y  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  a 
p a r e n t  o r  g u a r d i a n  a s  s o l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  
a  c h i l d ' s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  or fo r  t a k i n g  o r  p u b l i s h i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  
t h e m .

2 0 .  I B  n o t e : T h e  C o d e  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e s  s t r o n g  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  t h e m  i n v i s i b l e . S u b - c l a u s e  6 i i  s a y s  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  
c o n s e n t ,  c h i l d r e n  m u s t  n o t  b e  p i c t u r e d  ' o n  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  
o w n . . . w e l f a r e '  . S u b - c l a u s e  6 v  p r e v e n t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  ' d e t a i l s  o f  a 
c h i l d ' s  p r i v a t e  l i f e '  - w h i c h  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  p h o t o g r a p h s  -  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  f a m e  o r  i n f a m y  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .

2 1 .  T h o s e  h i g h  t h r e s h o l d s  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  m o s t  u n a u t h o r i s e d  p i c t u r e s .  
T h i s  p r o p o s a l  g o e s  f u r t h e r  b y  i m p o s i n g  a  t o t a l  b a n  o n  t a k i n g  o r  
p u b l i s h i n g  u n a u t h o r i s e d  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  y o u n g  o f f - s p r i n g  o f  a  f a m o u s  
p a r e n t  -  e v e n  i n  a  p u b l i c  p l a c e  - u n l e s s  t h e  c h i l d  w a s  n e w s w o r t h y  i n  
t h e i r  o w n  r i g h t  a n d  t h e i r  w e l f a r e  w a s  n o t  i n v o l v e d .  I f  a  s o c c e r  s t a r ' s  
c h i l d r e n  w e r e  p i c t u r e d  a t  a  b i g  m a t c h  c h e e r i n g  a s  h e  s c o r e d  t h e  w i n n i n g  
g o a l ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  a  b r e a c h  - e v e n  i f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  w a s  n o t  p u b l i s h e d .

Discrimination
clause 12 -  R e p o r t i n g  o f  G i p s i e s  a n d  T r a v e l l e r s
F r o m  F r i e n d s ,  F a m i l i e s  a n d  T r a v e l l e r s  A d v i c e  U n i t  a n d  M r  M a t t  T a y l o r
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2 2 . The Brighton-based Travellers Advice Unit made a presentation to  the 
secretary in  which they claimed gipsies were one of the few m inority  
groups s t i l l  being openly maligned in the press on grounds of e th n ic ity . 
They produced cuttings, le tte rs  and a DVD d e ta ilin g  verbal and physical 
attacks on Romany children, including a case where a teenager died. 
Newspapers regu larly  ran stories ca llin g  them P i k e y s ,  which had been 
condemned as a ra c is t term by the Commission fo r Racial Equality.

T h e i r  s u g g e s t i o n :
Broadly, they wanted the Code modified to prevent inaccurate and 
abusive reporting against groups and to avoid stereotyping.

23. IB; T h e  C o d e  e x p r e s s l y  l i m i t s  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  s o  a s  t o  
a l l o w  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  r o b u s t  c o m m e n t .  G i p s i e s  a n d  
T r a v e l l e r s '  c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  o f t e n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s u c h  c o m m e n t s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  
c l a i m  c a n  p r o v o k e  v i o l e n c e  t o w a r d s  t h e m .  C h a n g i n g  C l a u s e  1 2  w o u l d  o p e n  
t h e  f l o o d g a t e s  t o  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  c o l l e c t i v e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  
b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  l o n g - t e r m  p o l i c y .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  o f  
t h e  c u t t i n g s  t h e  T r a v e l l e r s '  u n i t  p r o d u c e d  c a m e  c l o s e  t o  r a i s i n g  i s s u e s  
u n d e r  A c c u r a c y  a n d  t h e  P C C ' s  g u i d a n c e  o n  s t o r i e s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e  f e a r  a n d  
h o s t i l i t y  n o t  b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  f a c t s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  
c h i l d r e n .

Confidential Sources
Clause 16 -  publication not in  the public in te rest
F r o m  S c h i l l i n g s
24. Schillings" sugrgest that ~ in  lin e  with Section 10 'of the Contempt of 
Court Act - the moral obligation to protect confidentia l sources should 
not apply where there is- no public in te rest involved and where the 
informant may have u lte r io r  motives.

S ch illings ' proposal:
15) Journalists have a moral ob ligation  to protect confidentia l 
sources of information e x c e p t  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  s o u r c e  i s  
d i s c l o s i n g  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a n d / o r  
t h e r e  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d s  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  i s  
a c t i n g  i n  b a d  f a i t h .

2 5 .  I B :  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  d i l u t e  a n  a l m o s t  s a c r e d  j o u r n a l i s t i c  
p r i n c i p l e . T h e  C o n t e m p t  o f  C o u r t  A c t  s e t s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  i n  a  l e g a l  
c o n t e x t ,  w h i c h  i s  a l r e a d y  b i n d i n g  o n  j o u r n a l i s t s . T h e  C o d e ' s  m o r a l  
o b l i g a t i o n  g o e s  f u r t h e r .  I t  p r o t e c t s  a l l  s o u r c e s  t h a t  a  j o u r n a l i s t  h a s  
a g r e e d  t o  h o n o u r ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i s  e n g a g e d .  A  
f a i l u r e  t o  d o  s o  w o u l d  u n d e r m i n e  t r u s t  i n  t h e  w i d e r  p r i n c i p l e  a n d  d e t e r  
w h i s t l e b l o w e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  w h o l e  s p e c t r u m ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n  i s s u e s  g e n u i n e l y  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  T h a t  d o e s  n o t  a b s o l v e  j o u r n a l i s t s  f r o m  t a k i n g  
c a r e  n o t  t o  u .se  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  a s  a  s h i e l d  t o  d e f e n d  
i n a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t i n g .

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

26 . would lik e  the Code somehow to prevent s c ie n tific
journals ana un ivers ities  breaking th e ir  own embargoes by releasing  
stories  ahead of deadline.

2 7 .1 _________  ̂ w a n t s  t h e  C ode t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d e a l  w i t h
i s s u e s  a r i s e  f r o m  ' r e p o r t i n g  on i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  fro m  l e g i s l a t u r e  
w h e r e  i t  w a s p l a c e d  u n d e r  im m u n i t y . '
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