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a restrictive view on issues of media competition. At his urging, I

spoke out on that ¯issue publicly ona couple of occasions following.
the Sun ’switch. In fact, I suspected that therea! reason for the change

" was :simpler,. and’m a way even more disco~aging, Be Sun was a
"̄" . v’. "’, . ’ .- :. ¯ ’ " " . " - .’’, .

mass-market paper. It saw its :interests as bac~g a~er. ~e
:I was still not convinced, or at least not ready to accept, that aTOI7

: victory, at the next election was inefitabie, giventhe yawning gap we

WOad:have to make up inthe opinion poUs,it was certainly Iooking
:that Way.
, :After conferelxce, ihoughts t~ned to the general election. We

¯ ,set ourselves the target of :raising our p011 ratings from their :stuh~:~
born 25 per cent to 30 per cem by Christmas¯ David Mu~ and justin

?~ :i%rsyth, together with GAv’m Kelly and Nick Pea~ce on the p0hcy
:side, rallied ~he Number :10 team behind ~is objective. Patrick
:LoUghran became my point man on campaign planning while con-

;:;:,: tinuing his day job in the department. Philip :Gould ~eighed.in ~th
~i:i his strategic aa~ce. I also started courting Alastair Campbeil, in an

effort to bring his talents and experience on board. He.¯ Was reluc-
:rant. Not only could he barely face returning: to the daily g~d and
~the campaign treadmill;, he was unsure about Got’don. Wou!dn!t We
:be propping .up a lost cause, he asked’me. I appealedtohis !oyalty to

the parW, but it ~as months more before hestartea:to engage~
:Gordon was mea.awh:fie veering ’hack oato ~h~ orlOn’nO cats’

track. :’We have to ¯attack¯ the Tories for ~e~r pessimism, h :said.......... ¯ .. ¯ .. " . - . .’. .:. .’ .1. ." ¯ . .. ¯ ":.-.’. ¯ ’ "". ,." ¯ ..

~ey::re’ ’ ~: ushering in a               no-gro~h,high-unemployment decade.¯

.̄ ¯ . ¯ , " ~ " " :    .. ....i ° O .i.~ey~e:juSt throwing in the towel: ~ don t think he had any zdeah ~a

:~scoUragmg tiffs was to many of us. Itwas :not as :if:~ere was a~f¯ .. , . .. -.. ¯ .. .,    .. ..    * . ¯ . . .

of policy d~erence between Us. AUof uS Opposedpremature spend~

rag: cuts, but We differed on the question of how we shored frame
and express our economic message,: Almost everywhereI looked,and

- .!. ¯. .
. :    .

¯
. ’ . . "

. .

f6r eYeryone I ta~e’d to, fl~e question was whether Gord6a wo~d -
~l perhaps Should- throw m the::towel. Douglas Alexander had con-

¢    *        " ~’"" ’" "     eclucked, that.~s .oM patron and.mentor lacked the. S~..-set ~or.Er..~m
� ".                       ,                       .      .       ~"    . ¯              ..."       :. .=     . .~          ~." ,      ;~:~ster: Everyquesttonwe face comes baCkto leadership. Eve~mg.

He::::also ~worried that Gordon was resigned to defeat, A �oup!e Of

’ "..2
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