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BBC hosses have spent £30million of ¢ By David Scott
public money-on their Gragte lan~ Fliiaacoases
guage chanuel, without Knowing ex- ¢ euge figures through the independent
antly how many peeple are watching. Broadeasters’ Audience Research
The money was handed-te: BBC Board (BARB), but BBC Alba uses
alve while independsnt-auditors - polling through TNS Systemy Three. ™
were told not bo count b5 viewsrs. A BARE. spokeswoman said:
The only Agures avajlable come schannelsare oxdy reported by BARB
from the BRC themselves who-claim - on vequest: The BEBEC does not want
600,000 people watched in Taunch BBC Alba reported.”
week, but admit-only 200,800 yiewers. ‘Broadeasting expert Dr Dee Amy-
now tune in every weelt, S Chinn from Stixling University said it
THis moeans that spending works®: seemed the usupl rules didn't apply
put ob avout £150 pex viewsr.: | o the Gasliclanguage chisnel, which - .
BEC management demjes it is dom- carries dramas such as Eailbheas
inated by a so-calted Gaelic Mafia starong Greg Hemphill.
who sre devermined to promote the + Shesaid: “1t is unusual not to have
tanguage ab o casts. S vigwer audiente figures collated by
One insider said that, despite mon: - BARB but Albha iz an upusual chan-
oy being tight nowadays, it seems to - nel. The same rules don't seem &
be freely available to.adba, - oo Ap) Wy :
Dociments revealed that Bhe ¢han- “Medis. expert. Profes
nel is pard junded by £10: Imillion Oates from (Flasgow University, add-
from MG Alba, formerly the Gaelic  2d: “Scottish penple nesd to make
Madia Serviee, which is Scottish Gov-- the decision whether this channel is
ernment-funded, and £310.7million “worbh it; not the BBC or ministers.”
front BRC Stotland. e ‘But REC Scotland’s head of publc
A further £9,8million has been  policy aud corporatée affairs, Ian
spent conumissioning, producing and Simall; said: “BBC Alba has been able
£ archiving a library of Gaelic pro-  to astablish itself as a firm viewing
T SRR grammes In the last two years. favourite among Gaeliec and non-
Greg Hemphill has a starring role ina drama suries on BBC Alba Most TV channels monitor audi- Gaglic audiences.”
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