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Gaelic BBC

Greg Hemphiil has a starring role in a drama series on BBC Alba

: BBC bosses have spent E30miUi''n of 
public money on th e ir Gaelie Ian­

: guage chaimel, without fcaowSag, ex-  ̂
actly how many people are watching. 

The money was ham ied to  BBC 
: Alba while independent aud ito rs 

were told not to count its  viewers.
The oniv figures available eome 

from the i3BC thoniselvcs who claim 
600,01!!* people w atched in launch, 
week, but a ^ id t only 200,000 ylewcrs 
now tunc in every week. : _

This m eans th a t  spending-: works 
out a t about £150 per vieweri:

BBC management denies it, is dom­
inated by a  so-called Gaelic Mafia 
who are iletcnnhied to prom ote the 
language a t ali costs. :

One insider sard that, despite mon­
ey bemg tight nowadays, it seems to
be freely available to Alba....... :........ :

Documents revealed that theiChan- 
nel is p a r t funded by no .lm illio n  
from MG Alba, formeriy th e  Gaelic 
Media Senoce, which is Scottish G(»v- 
ernm ent-funded, and ElO.TmiiUon 
from BBC Scotland.

A fujrt,her £9.8mil!lon h as been 
spent commissioning, producing and 
archiving a library of Gaelic, p ro ­
grammes in tlie la,st two years.

M ost TV channels m onitor audi-

Sy DavW Sc»tt....... .......................
ence figoresthrough the independent 
B roadcasters' Audience Kcsearch 
Board (BARB), bu t BBC Alba uses
poffing through TKS System Three.

A BARB spoke-sw om an sa id ' 
'■Chimnels ai'c only reported by BAilB 
on request. The BBC does not want 
BBC Alba reported."

Broadca.sttng eicpert Dr Dec Amy- 
Cihnn ftoin Stfrling University ssad it 
seemed the usual rules didn 't apply 
to the GaeBc language charmel, -which 
carrie.s dram as such as Eailbheas 
starring Greg Hemptan.

She said: “I t is unusual not to have 
viewer audience figures collated by 
BARB b u t Alba ts an -unusuaJ chan­
nel. The same rijle.s don’t  seem to
apply." ...»■■ t

M edia e x p e rt B rofessor S arah  
Oates from Gla.sgow Cmversity, add­
ed: ‘’Scottish people need to  make 
the  decMon whether th is channel is 
worth it, no t the BBC or ministers.’’ 

But BBC Scotland’s head of public 
policy and co rp o ra te  affairs, Ian  
Small, said’ 'BBC Ai'oa has been able 
to  establish itself as a firm viewing 
favourite am ong Gaelic and n o n ­
Gaelic audiences.’

This cu tting  h as  b een  0fOd»jc*d e n d e r  licenoe by 
WedHi MonKor. It j>fbtect«<t by 
f t j r t tw  coDtes m ay b e  madR eiriRpl 

un iler bcen ce  from  ttie MCA.
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