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S u b je c t :  [W A P I]  U K : H a c k in g  &  B lag g in g  -  la w  is 've ry  u n e v e n  an d  v e ry  u n c le a r ' s a y s  "1C"

N E W S  "w ithout co m m en t"

la w  is  "very u n e v e n  a n d  v e r y  u n clear'

C learer l in e  n e e d e d  o n  p h o n e -h a c k in g

T h e  in fo rm a tio n  c o m m is s io n e r  is  r ig h t w h e n  h e  ca lls  th e  le g is la t io n  'v e iy  
im e v e n  an d  v e r y  u n c lea r '

P e te r  P reston

T h e  O b server, S im d a y  i  M a y  2011

A ctin g  M et c o m m is s io n e r  T im  G o d w in  is  in v estig a tin g  a lle g e d  p h o n e -h a c k in g .
B u t th e  la w  is  'very u n e v e n  a n d  v e r y  u n clear', sa y s  in fo rm a tio n  c o m m iss io n e r  
C h ristop h er  G raham .

W h e n  C h ristop h er  G ra h a m , th e  ex -B B C  m a n  tu rn ed  in fo rm a tio n  c o m m iss io n e r ,  
teU s M P s th a t  a n t i-p h o n e -h a c k in g  le g is la t io n  is  "very u n e v e n  a n d  v ery  
unclear", w h o  c o u ld  d isa g r e e ?  S u p p o se  I u s e  a  p rivate  ey e  to  b la g , co n  o r  
w h e e d le  p r iv a te  m o b ile  a n d  p in  n u m b e r s  o u t o f  so m e  d o2y  p h o n e  co m p a n y . T h at  
in fr in g es  s e c t io n  5 5  o f  th e  D ata  P r o te c tio n  A ct o f  1 9 9 8  -  a n d  I c o u ld  b e  
f in e d  up  to  £ 5 ,0 0 0 .  B u t i f  I h ack  in to  th e  m o b ile  in  q u e s t io n  a n d  h ea r  th e  
m e ssa g e s  le f t  th ere . I'm  c o m m itt in g  a  cr im e  u n d e r  th e  R eg u la tio n  o f  
I n v e s t ig a to iy  P ow ers A c t 2 0 0 0  -  a n d  co u ld  fa ce  tw o  y ea rs  in  c lin k .

I f  I'm  b la g g in g  to  p u r su e  a  d o d g y  M P  fid d lin g  h is  e x p e n se s , I  h a v e  a  p u b lic  
in te r e s t  d e fe n c e . I f  I  h a c k  th a t sa m e  d ish o n o u ra b le  m em b er , n o  su ch  d e fe n c e  
e x is ts . A nd  w h ile  w e 're  w a n d e r in g  th e s e  v e iy  u n e v e n  p a stu res , a sk  w h e th e r  
l is te n in g  to  h e r  le f to v e r  p h o n e  m e s s a g e s  is  b e tte r  or  w o rse  th a n  c o n n in g  
d e ta ils  o f  s o m e  in n o c e n t  b lo n d e  m o d e l's  b a n k  a cco u n t. T w o y ea rs  for 
lis ten in g ; a  f e w  q u id s' f in e , i f  th a t, fo r  traw lin g  h er  cu rren t a cco u n t.
G raham  w a n ts  to  g e t  th e  w h o le , v e x e d  to p ic  b a ck  to  b a s ic s , a n d  h e  is  r igh t.

S e e  fu ll A rtic le  a t

<jTttD://w w w .quard ian .co .uk /m ed ia /2011/m ay/01 /pe ter-p reston-phone-hack ina-law  
>

P o ste d  by: Ia n  (D . W ith e r s )

U K /E U  R eg u la tio n  & P r e ss  

W A P I - P a st C h airm an  

w w w .W A P I.com
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T h i s  i s  a  W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  f o r  W A P I  m e m b e r s  

a n d  n o n - m e m b e r s  a l i k e .

M e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h i s  E - G r o u p  d o e s  n e i t h e r  s i g n i f y  o r  I n f e r  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r s .  V i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  h e r e  a r e  n o t  ( u n l e s s  s t a t e d  b y  a  G o v e r n i n g  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r )  

t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r s .

E m a i l  i n f o @ w a p i . c o m  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  u s i n g  t h e  g r o u p .

T o  r e p l y  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  p r e s s  R e p l y  i n  y o u r  e m a i l  p r o g r a m .

T o  r e p l y  t o  t h e  g r o u p  p r e s s  R e p l y  A l l  i n  y o u r  e m a i l  p r o g r a m .

Y o u r  p o s t i n g s  m u s t  c o n t a i n  y o u r  F U L L  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  i n  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  l i n e .

S i g n a t u r e  l i n e s  s h o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  1 0  l i n e s .
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