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H a ro ld  Evans

E d ito r at Earge, Thom son Reuters. Form er e d ito r o f The Sunday Times and The 
Times.

Early career

Evans began h is career in  jo u rn a lism  as a w e e k ly  reporte r at the age o f sixteen. 
A fte r service in  the R oya l A ir  Force (1946-1949), he graduated fro m  D urham  
U n ive rs ity  w ith  honors in  P o litic s  and Econom ics, and in  1956 was awarded a 
H arkness F e llow sh ip  fo r tw o  years o f tra ve l and study in  the U .S . at the 
U n ive rs itie s  o f C hicago and S tanford. H e w ro te  h is M a s te r’ s thesis on the 
re p o rtin g  o f fo re ign  p o lic y  and was a fo re ign  correspondent fo r The G uard ian  
(then The M ancheste r G uard ian ). H e has since rece ived honorary doctorates in  
c iv il la w  and lite ra tu re  fro m  the U n ive rs itie s  o f S tirlin g , D urham , Teesside, 
S a lfo rd  and the Eondon Ins titu te .

F o llo w in g  h is studies, Evans w orke d  at the M ancheste r E ven ing  News, re p o rtin g  
on science and p o litic s , and w ritin g  the paper’ s e d ito ria l com m ents. H e made an 
early  reputa tion  fo r investiga tive  and cam paigning jo u rn a lism  in  the s ixties as the 
e d ito r in  the no rth  o f E ngland o f The N o rth e rn  Echo, one o f the leading 
p ro v in c ia l d a ily  newspapers ow ned b y  the W estm inster Press.

In  1967 the Thom son O rgan iza tion  appointed h im  m anaging e d ito r o f The 
Sunday Times and in  1967 he was nam ed e d ito r, a p o s itio n  he he ld  fo r 14 years 
(1967-1981); he was also chairm an o f the executive com m ittee and a d ire c to r o f 
T im es N ew spapers B oard. In  1981, fo llo w in g  pro longed in d u s tria l troub les, the 
Thom son O rgan iza tion  p u t T im es N ew spaper up fo r sale. Evans led  a 
managem ent buy group to  acquire The Sunday Times. M r. R upert M u rdo ch  w on 
the b id d in g  and in v ite d  Evans to  e d it The Times. H e resigned fro m  The Times in  
1982 in  a dispute w ith  M r. M u rdo ch  over the in te g rity  o f the new spaper’ s 
p o litic a l coverage. H is  account o f tha t year was published as G ood  Times, B a d  
Times.

O n leaving  The Times, Evans became a d ire c to r o f G o ldcrest F ilm  and T e lev is ion  
(ow ned b y  The E in a n c ia l Times com pany), responsib le fo r develop ing a cable 
news channel. H e em igrated to  the US in  1984 to  becom e a P oynter F e llo w  at 
Y a le  U n ive rs ity  and then a v is itin g  p ro fessor fo r a te rm  at D uke U n ive rs ity , 
teaching a la w  and p o litic s  graduate course in  the press and the law . (H e became 
an A m erican  c itize n  in  2004.)

In  1984, Evans was appointed e d ito ria l d ire c to r to  re v ita lize  US News and  W orld
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R eport in  W ashington. T w o  years la te r he m oved to  N e w  Y o rk  to  be w ith  his 
w ife , T ina  B ro w n , w ho had taken over Vanity F a ir .  Evans then founded the 
m on th ly  m agazine Conde N ast T raveler.

In  h is f if th  year w ith  Conde N ast, the board appointed Evans President and 
P ublisher o f R andom  House (1990-1997). Seven years la te r, on the success o f 
h is h is to ry  o f the U n ite d  States fro m  1889-1989, The A m erican  C entury  (K n o p f), 
Evans began w o rk in g  fu ll-tim e  on w ritin g  and te le v is io n  p ro jects. E ittle , B ro w n  
and C om pany subsequently published They M ade  A m erica : F rom  the Steam 
Engine to the Search Engine, Two C enturies o f  Innovators. A  fo u r-p a rt 
te le v is io n  series based on the book was produced b y  W G B H  fo r the PBS 
ne tw ork. In  2009, he published a m em oir M y  P aper Chase (E ittle , B ro w n ), o f 
w h ich  The Econom ist w ro te : “ G rip p in g  and tim e ly ... S ir H a ro ld  ‘H a rry ’ Evans 
rem ains one o f the great figures o f m odem  jo u rn a lism ” . In  2011 he became 
E d ito r at Earge fo r Thom son Reuters.

A W A R D S  IN C E U D E

•  The B ritis h  Press A w a rd s ’ G o ld  A w a rd  fo r E ife tim e  A ch ievem ent, the highest 
accolade bestow ed b y  the B ritis h  Press.

•  In  2003, in  a B ritis h  Journalism  p o ll conducted b y  tw o  pub lica tions, he was 
vo ted  B rita in ’ s greatest a ll-tim e  newspaper e d ito r, re fle c tin g  fifte e n  years o f 
na tiona l newspaper awards.

•  In  1973 he was nam ed E d ito r o f the Y ear, fo llo w in g  The Sunday Times' 
T ha lidom ide cam paign

•  H e rece ived the European G o ld  M e d a l o f the In s titu te  o f Journalists fo r h is 
successful appeal to  the European C ourt o f H um an R igh ts against the 
governm ent’ s suppression o f the Tha lidom ide  artic les.

•  S hortly  before ending h is year re v iv in g  The Times, Evans was nam ed E d ito r 
o f the Y ear b y  Granada T e le v is io n ’ s What the Papers Say. In  1999, he was 
the re c ip ie n t o f a E ife tim e  A ch ievem ent A w a rd  fro m  the In te rna tiona l C enter 
o f Photography.

•  Evans served on the board o f the In te rna tiona l Press In s titu te  fo r several 
years. C urren tly , he is on the boards o f the C ohn P o w e ll P o licy  C enter at C ity  
U n ive rs ity , and O pen R oad M ed ia , the d ig ita l publisher.

•  E ife tim e  A ch ievem ent A w a rd  fro m  In te rna tiona l C enter fo r Photography,
2000

•  H ood  m edal fo r pho to jou rna lism  fro m  the R oya l Photographic Society

S ir H a ro ld  Evans was honored w ith  a kn igh thood  in  the Q ueen’ s 2004 N ew
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Y e a r’ s H onors lis t fo r services to  jou rn a lism .

S P E A K IN G

M o d era to r at the C ounc il on Fore ign  R ela tions and a keynote speaker fo r the 
In te rna tiona l Press Ins titu te . A s a broadcaster, he succeeded the late A la s ta ir 
C ooke w ith  the B B C , whose L e tte r fro m  A m erica  was superseded b y  P o in t o f 
V ie w .

LE C TU R E S  IN C L U D E :

The Granada G u ild h a ll Lectu re , The H a lf-F ree  Press, 1972.
The In s titu te  o f S tationers’ Lectu re , 1979.
K eynote  speaker, W ashington D . C. A m erican  S ociety o f N ew spaper 
E d ito rs : The F irs t Am endm ent, everyone should have one, 1979.
London  U n ive rs ity  Freedom  o f In fo rm a tio n  lectu re , 1994.
The G annett Lecture , Freedom  Forum , N e w  Y o rk . The press the p u b lic  
deserves, 1997.
Reuters Foundation, O x fo rd  U n ive rs ity  lectu re . Freedom  fo r W hat? 1998. 
C o-cha ir and K eynote  speaker, U .S . C om m ittee to  P ro tect Journalists, 1998. 
G u ild  o f E d ito rs  lectu re , U K . L o ca l N ew s makes good, 1999.
London  School o f Econom ics, Learn ing  fro m  each other, 1999.
2000: Freedom  Forum , W ashington, D .C . E x h ib itio n  cura to r and essayist on the 
re p o rtin g  o f w ar
The Index Lecture  at H ay on W ye L ite ra ry  F estiva l, The V ie w  From  G round 
Zero: A n ti-A m e rica n ism  and the N e w  A n ti-S e m itism , 2002.
R oya l S ociety o f A rts  lecture: Is  Genius enough? 2010.
K eynote  speaker. Overseas Press C lub , 2012.

O T H E R  B O O K S :

A  C onvenient H a tre d : The H is to ry  o f  A ntisem itism  (F orew ord ), Facing H is to ry , 
2 0 1 2

The H ugo  Young Papers  (In tro d u c tio n ), Penguin, 2009 
D on M c C u llin  (In tro d u c tio n ), R andom  House, 2003 
W ar S tories - B unker H ill,  2003
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The Best A m erican  M agazine  W ritin g  E ve r (E d .), Perseus, 2001 
Shots in the D a rk : True C rim e  P ic tu res  (In tro d u c tio n ), B u lfin ch , 2001 
The A c tive  Newsroom  (IP I)
S uffer the C h ild ren  (co -au thor w ith  In s ig h t), 1979 
Thalidom ide: C h ild ren  and  the Law  (ed .), 1973 
The H a lf-F re e  Press  (W ith  K atharine  G raham  and D a v id  
W inde lsham ), 1973

1966-72 - P u b lica tion  o f E d itin g  and D esign Series. A t the in v ita tio n  o f the 
B ritis h  G u ild  o f E d ito rs , and the N a tio n a l C ouncil, Evans w ro te  a fiv e  volum e 
series o f textbooks. E d itin g  and D esign, w h ich  consisted o f

N ew sm an ’s E ng lish  
Text Typography  
H ead line  W ritin g  
N ew spaper Design  
P ic tu res on a Page

The series became the standard te x t fo r na tiona l tra in in g  in  B rita in . A ll five  
volum es w ere published in  the U n ite d  States. N ew spaper D esign  was translated 
in to  Spanish fo r E a tin  A m erica . The series was used fo r tra in in g  b y  the A sian  
Press In s titu te  in  the South-East and also in  China.

N ew sm an ’s E ng lish  was repub lished in  1999 b y  the S ociety o f N ew spaper 
E d ito rs  under the title  Essentia l Eng lish .
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