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y e a r m u rd e re d  Is ra e li a th le te s at th e  O ly m p ic  G a m e s); "Y o u  

b a sta rd , w e ll  g e t y o u , y o u  w e n t a g a in st y o u r  co u n try ."  I  p u t 
M a sca re n h a s o n  a re ta in e r. H e  a m p ly  ju s t ifie d  th a t a n d  se v e n  

y e a rs  la te r b ecam e  a p e rm a n e n t m e m b e r o f the fo re ig n  sta ff 

w ith  co n se q u e n ce s I  w il l  re la te  in  ch a p te r 19.

0

I ’h e  Sunday Times I  in h e rite d  c o u ld  fa ir ly  be d e scrib e d  a s a C o n ­

se rv a tiv e  n e w sp a p e r. Its  e d ito r ia ls  n o  lo n g e r s la v is h ly  e ch o ed  

th e  p a rty  lin e  a s th e y  h a d  d o n e  in  L o rd  K e m sle y 's  tim e , b u t m y  

c o n v ic tio n  w a s th at it  sh o u ld  n o t h a v e  a n y  p a rty  lin e  at a il.
I  w a s w e ll a w a re  th a t e ve n  a n  in d e p e n d e n t, u n p re d ic ta b le  

e d ito r ia l m ig h t h a ve  fe w e r re a d e rs th a n  the T V  g u id e , b u t th e  
e d ito r ia l p a g e  w a s  w h e re  w e  c o u ld  sp e a k  to the o p in io n  fo rm ­

e rs  a n d  f ir m ly  e sta b lish  the tone o f th e  p a p e r. T h e  a sp ira tio n  I  

b ro u g h t to th e  p a g e  w a s th at w e sh o u ld  t r y  to ju d g e  e v e ry  is su e  

o n  its  m e rits, q u e stio n in g  th e  u se  o f p o w e r b y  g o ve rn m e n t, 

th e  co u rts , a n d  co rp o ra tio n s , b u t fa ir ly , a n d  a lw a y s  b a la n c in g  
re sp e ct fo r in d iv id u a l h u m a n  d ig n it y  a n d  fre e d o m  w ith  the  

im p e ra tiv e s  o f o rd e r. T h a t w a s e a sie r s a id  th a n  done.

E d ito r ia ls  u n d e r D e n is  H a m ilto n  h a d  b e e n  w ritte n  b y  W il­
lia m  R e e s-M o g g  a n d  H u g o  Y o u n g , w ith  so m e  c o n trib u tio n s  

b y  m e. I  s tra ig h ta w a y  re p la c e d  th is  tro ik a  w ith  a n  e d ito r ia l 

b o a rd  o f e ig h t th a t I  c h a ire d  fo r u p  to  tw o  h o u rs  e v e ry  F r id a y  

m o rn in g . It  in c lu d e d  the fo re ig n  e d ito r, th e  b u s in e ss  e d ito r, the  
re lig io u s  a ffa irs  e d ito r (w h o  w a s a lso  a n  e x p e rt o n  N o rth e rn  

Ire la n d ), th e  la b o r e d ito r, the  p o lit ic a l e d ito r, a p o lit ic a l c o lu m ­

n is t, a n d  a fo rm e r e d ito r o f th e  p a p e r w h o  h a d  re tire d  to a ca­

d e m ic  life .

T h e  g ro u p  b ro u g h t s p e c ia l k n o w le d g e  to  the a rg u m e n ts, 

w h ic h  at tim e s w ere  stre n u o u s. T h e  m o st co n te n tio u s issu e s , 
a p a rt fro m  th e  se lecto rs" ch o ice  o f fa st b o w le rs fo r th e  c r ic k e t 

tests, w ere  B r ita in 's  ro le  in  the  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  (go  in  a n d
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Sta y  in ); P e rs h in g  m is s ile s  fro m  P re s id e n t R o n a ld  R e a g a n  (ye s, 

p le a se ); w h a t to d o  ab o u t o v e rw e e n in g  tra d e  u n io n s ; the p ro ­

p r ie ty  o f o u r d is c lo s in g  ca b in e t d is c u s s io n s  in  e xtra cts fro m  the 

d ia r ie s  o f th e  la te  R ic h a rd  C ro ssm a n ; E n o c h  P o w e ll's  " r iv e rs  o f 
b lo o d "  sp e e ch  o n  im m ig ra tio n ; in te rn m e n t a n d  i l l  treatm en t o f 

IR A  su sp e cts  in  N o rth e rn  Ire la n d ; a n d  s k irm is h e s  b e tw e e n  the 

e d ito r ia l b o a rd 's  in te rv e n tio n is ts  a n d  th e  la is s e z -fa ire  in s u r ­
ge n ts, a ll t r y in g  to f in d  th e  w a y  to the  B r it is h  e co n o m ic m ira c le  
in  the d a rk  m a ze s o f e co n o m ic p o lic y .

T h e  in n e r  s tre n g th  o f th e  e d ito r ia ls  w a s th a t th e y  w e re  n o t 

s p u n  o ff th e  top  o f the h ead . T h e y  d re w  o n  s o lid  re p o rt in g , 

in v e s tig a tio n s  w e  c o m m iss io n e d , se m in a rs  w e  o rg a n iz e d  o n  
the  e co n o m y a n d  N o rth e rn  Ire la n d , a n d  re c o n stru c tio n s  o f 

m a jo r p o lit ic a l even ts. In s te a d  o f th e  sta p le  e d ito r ia l b e m o a n ­

in g  B r ita in 's  lo w  le v e ls  o f p ro d u c t iv ity , fo r in sta n c e , w e  a sk e d  

the  fe a tu re  w rite r  S te p h e n  F a y  to  go  in to  the  fa cto rie s a n d  

so lv e  a m y ste ry : w h y  d o e s a B r it is h  w e ld e r in  F o rd 's  D a g e n ­

h a m  p la n t p ro d u ce  110 C o rtin a  d o o rs a n  h o u r w h e n  a w o rk e r 

in  G e rm a n y , B e lg iu m , o r S p a in , u s in g  the sam e  m a c h in e ry  to 

th e  sam e  m a n a g e m e n t p la n , p ro d u c e s 240 a n  h o u r?  (A n sw e r: 

la b o r-m a n a g e m e n t tre n c h  w a rs.)

T h e  t r ic k y  p a rt  o f n o t h a v in g  a  p a rty  lin e  cam e d u r in g  g e n ­

e ra l e le ctio n s, w h e n  a ll n e w sp a p e rs c o n v e n tio n a lly  e n d o rse  a 
p a rty  a n d  the "re d  to p " ta b lo id s  ra m p  u p  the p ro p a g a n d a  w ar. 

D e n is  H a m ilto n  h a d  to ld  m e  o n  a p p o in tm e n t as e d ito r, " Y o u 'll 

h a v e  to ta l fre e d o m  fro m  R o y  [T h o m s o n ]— so  lo n g  as y o u  d o n 't 

a tta c k  the Q u e e n ."  T h a t  id e a  h a d  n e v e r im p in g e d  o n  the fr in g e  

o f m y  co n sc io u sn e ss, b u t I  teste d  th e  fre e d o m  o f o p in io n  in  th e  
O cto b e r 1974 e le ctio n .

T o ry  p rim e  m in is te r E d w a rd  H e a th  h a d  c a lle d  a n d  n a rro w ly  

lo st a n  e le ctio n  in  M a rch  b a se d  o n  the them e "W h o  g o ve rn s B rit­

a in ? "  T h e  co a l m in e rs, g o in g  s lo w  in  a w a ge  d isp u te , h a d  fo rced  

h im  in to  a llo w in g  co m m e rc ia l e n te rp rise s to  u se  e le c tric ity  o n ly
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th ree  d a y s  a  w ee k. W e w ere  c e rta in ly  o n  h is  sid e  in  p r in c ip le  b u t 
w ere  p e rsu a d e d  that L a b o u r's  "so c ia l co n tra ct" m ig h t e n d  the 

w a rfa re  (it  d id  o n ly  fo r a tim e ) a n d  th a t the L a b o u r m in is te rs —  

R o y  Je n k in s , Ja m e s C a lla g h a n , A n th o n y  C ro s la n d , D e n is  H e a ­

ley, a n d  H a ro ld  L e v e r— w ere  a m o re  im p re ss iv e  b u n ch .

H a m ilto n , re a d in g  m y  m in d , h a d  g e n tly  su g g e ste d  th at L o rd  

T h o m so n  w o u ld  be d is p le a se d  i f  th e  Sunday Times e n d o rse d  

La b o u r. T h o m s o n  u s u a lly  c a lle d  m e o n  a S a tu rd a y  n ig h t  to a sk  

w h e th e r w e 'd  y e t o v e rta k e n  the co m b in e d  c irc u la t io n s  o f b o th  

o p p o sitio n  q u a lit ie s  (w e w ere  c lo se ). T h is  S a tu rd a y  I  to o k  the 

ch a n ce  to m e n tio n  th a t I  w a s in c lin e d  to e n d o rse  H a ro ld  W il­

so n  a n d  L a b o u r a g a in st E d w a rd  H e a th  a n d  the  T o rie s. T h o m ­

so n  m ad e  so m e sh re w d  co m m e n ts o n  the tw o  le a d e rs a n d  

c o n c lu d e d , "W e ll, it 's  u p  to  y o u , H a ro ld . H o w 's  th e  ru n  g o in g ? "

B y  1979 th e  L a b o u r P a rty  w a s  a sh a d o w  o f its  p u rp o s iv e  s e lf 

in  the g re a t d a y s  o f C le m e n t A ttle e . It  w a s fru stra te d  b y  its  tie s  
to the trad e  u n io n s  a n d  th e  p u b lic -s e c to r u n io n s  in  p a rt ic u ­

la r, w h ic h  d e m a n d e d  m o re  a n d  m o re  fo r le ss  a n d  le s s — th e ir 

a ttitu d e  to w a rd  th e  n o b le r id e a ls  o f s o c ia lis m  c lim a x in g  in  th e  

1979 " w in te r o f d isc o n te n t"  s tr ik e s , w h e n  th e y  sto p p e d  ca n c e r 

p a tie n ts  fro m  g o in g  in to  h o sp ita ls  fo r treatm en t.

M ic h a e l Jo n e s, w h o 'd  b eco m e  p o lit ic a l e d ito r, re a liz e d  

so o n e r th a n  m o st th a t th e  C o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e r M a rg a re t 

T h a tch e r, w a it in g  in  th e  w in g s , c o u ld  n o t b e  d is m is s e d  a s a 

r ig h t -w in g  h a rr id a n  w h o se  m id d le -c la s s  accen t a n d  su b u rb a n  

o u tlo o k  w o u ld  d o o m  the T o rie s  to  the w ild e rn e s s . I  a g re e d . 

W h e n  she w a s  a b a ck b e n ch e r, I  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  at so m e s tu ffy  

C it y  o f L o n d o n  d in n e r, seated  at th e  sa m e  tab le  w ith  a g ro u p  

o f fin a n c ie rs . T h e se  w e re  re g a rd e d  a s p illa r s  o f the T o ry  P a rty . 

Sh e  w a s n o t in  th e  le a st in  aw e o f th e ir  m illio n s . I  re lis h e d  the  
w a y  sh e  a s s a ile d  th e m  fo r b e in g  m o re  g r e e d ily  in te re ste d  in  

m o n e y  m a n ip u la t io n s  th a n  in  in v e s t in g  in  th e  b u s in e ss  o f 
m a n u fa c tu rin g  a n d  m a n a g in g  th e  u n io n s  m o re  e ffe ctive ly .
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T h e  d e ca y  o f th e  L a b o u r  P a rty  in  th e  late  1970s w a s p a in ­

f u l to  re p o rt  It  w a s in filtra te d  b y  T ro ts k y ite s  c re a tin g  c e lls  in  

a ro u n d  one h u n d re d  m o rib u n d  c o n stitu e n c y  p a rtie s , w o rk in g  

b y  ste a lth  to u n d e rm in e  a n y  L a b o u r  m a n  la c k in g  a taste  fo r a 

S o v ie t  state. Jo n e s ta p e -re co rd e d  one o f the T ro ts  in  f u ll  flow ' 
p ro m is in g  "a c iv il  w a r a n d  the te rrib le  d e a th  a n d  d e stru c tio n  

a n d  b lo o d sh e d  th a t w o u ld  m e a n ." It  d id n 't  seem  m u ch  o f a 

vo te  ca tch e r to  m e. M o re  se rio u s  w 'ere th e  stre n u o u s e ffo rts  b y  

le ft-w in g e rs  in  the N a tio n a l U n io n  o f Jo u rn a lis ts  to im p o se  a 
c lo se d  sh o p , m e a n in g  n o b o d y  c o u ld  w rite  fo r the p a p e r u n le s s  

h e  h a d  a  u n io n  ca rd . S in c e  a c lo se d  sh o p  w o u ld  h a m p e r u s in  

so  m a n y  w a y s, I  re s iste d  the m o ve , w ith  su p p o rt fro m  M a rg a ­
re t T h a tch e r, w h ile  th e  L a b o u r m in is te rs  I m o st re sp e cte d  sa t 

o n  th e ir h a n d s. B u t as e d ito rs  r a llie d , so m e m o d erate s in  th e  

L a b o u r P a rty  d a re d  p u t th e ir  h e a d s o ve r th e  p a ra p e t, a n d  the 

le g is la t io n  d ie d .

0

A l l  o f u s  o n  the e d ito r ia l b o a rd  re m a in e d  d ism a y e d  b y  tw o  

a sp e cts o f B r it is h  life  in  th e  1970s: th e  g r ip  so m e re c a lc itra n t 
u n io n s  h a d  o n  the L a b o u r P a rty  a n d  th e  s t u lt ify in g  se c re c y  

in  g o ve rn m e n t. T h e  g re a t sh o w d o w n  w a s the  d ia r ie s  o f R ic h ­
a rd  C ro ssm a n , a fo rm e r O x fo rd  d o n  w h o  w a s a m e m b e r o f the 

L a b o u r  ca b in e t fro m  1964 to 1970. T h e  ru le  w a s th a t m in is te rs  
h a d  to w a it  t h ir t y  y e a rs  to p u b lis h  a d o cu m e n te d  a cco u n t o f 

th e ir  e xp e rie n ce s, a n d  i f  th e y  o r a n yo n e  e lse  w a n te d  to p u b ­

lis h  so o n er, th e y  h a d  to  a ccep t o ff ic ia l ce n so rsh ip  o n  p a in  o f a 

c r im in a l p ro se c u tio n  u n d e r th e  O ff ic ia l S e cre ts A c t.

C ro ssm a n 's  a m b itio n  w a s to  illu m in a te  h o w  B r ita in  w a s 

g o ve rn e d : he w a n te d  to sh o w  th a t c iv il  se rv a n ts  c a lle d  the 

sh o ts m o re  o fte n  th a n  th e  p u b lic  re a liz e d , th a t ca b in e t m eet­
in g s  w ere  n o t th e  d e c is iv e  fo ru m  o f p o p u la r  im a g in a tio n  a n d  
M P s h a d  lit t le  re a l p o w er. H e 'd  le a rn e d  in  Se p te m b e r 1973,
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w h e n  I  f ir s t  in v ite d  h im  to  lu n c h  at th e  p a p e r, th a t he h a d  o n ly  
s ix  m o n th s to liv e . T h e  p r io r it ie s  in  h is  m in d  w e re  su c h  th a t 

h is  f irs t  a ctio n , e ve n  b e fo re  he  f in a liz e d  h is  w ill,  w a s  to  f in ­

is h  h is  tw o  y e a rs o f e d it in g  a n d  g iv e  c le a r in s tru c tio n s  to h is  

e xe cu to rs co m p le te ly  to  re je ct a n y  ce n so rsh ip . H e  p re d ic te d  

th e re 'd  b e  p re ssu re  fo r su p p re ss io n  a n d  tru n c a tio n  o f h is  w o rk , 

fro m  b o th  W h ite h a ll (th e  c iv il  se rv ic e ) a n d  W e stm in ste r (the 

p o lit ic ia n s ), a n d  h e  w a s r ig h t. A fte r  h is  d eath , h is  e xe cu to rs 

p ro m ise d  th e y 'd  n o t p u b lis h  w ith o u t o ffic ia l a p p ro v a l, a n d  the 

g o v e rn m e n t a sk e d  u s  to  g iv e  th e  sa m e  p ro m ise .

D e n is  H a m ilto n  w a s  in  fa v o r o f g iv in g  in , b u t w h e n  I  

a ssu re d  h im  th a t w e'd  stu d ie d  the la w  a n d  p re p a re d  o u r case , 

he  w en t a lo n g  w ith  th e  stra ta ge m  I  d e v ise d . W ith  o n ly  tw o  o r 

th re e  o n  the s ta ff in  the kn o w , I  p re p a re d  a n  u n ce n so re d  f irs t  

s e r ia l a n d  sen t it  to p re ss o n  the  n ig h t o f S a tu rd a y , Ja n u a ry  25, 

1975. R o y  T h o m so n  a n d  h is  so n  K e n n e th  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  p a y ­

in g  a ra re  v is it  to  m y  o ffice  th at n ig h t. I  to ld  them  th a t a s so o n  as 

th e  p rim e  m in is te r 's  o ffice  g o t its  h a n d s  o n  a  co p y, w e  e xp e cte d  

a  co u rt o rd e r to sto p  the p re sse s. K e n n e th  w a s  w o rrie d ; h is  

fa th e r s im p ly  sa id , " Y o u  h a p p y  in  y o u r o w n  m in d , H a ro ld ? "  I  

to ld  h im  I  w a s. T h e re  w a s  n o  b re a ch  o f n a tio n a l se cu rity . P e o p le  

sh o u ld  k n o w  h o w  th e y  w ere  g o ve rn e d . "A  g o o d  re ad , e h ?" sa id  

th e  o w n e r a s he  w e n t h a p p ily  o ff w ith  h is  p ap er.

N o  c o u rt o rd e r re a ch e d  u s  th a t n ig h t, b u t th e  n o ise s  fro m  

W h ite h a ll w e re  m e n a cin g . E v e ry  d a y  w e  e xp e cte d  a n  in ju n c ­
t io n  a n d  h a d  a b e v y  o f la w y e rs  o n  sta n d b y ; I  w a s a d v is e d  w e'd  

s u re ly  lo se . T h e n  C a b in e t S e c re ta ry  S ir  Jo h n  H u n t  p ro p o se d  

to  d is c u s s  w h a t w e  m ig h t a n d  m ig h t n o t p u b lis h  in  fu tu re  

e xtra cts. I  d e c lin e d  to  m eet w ith  h im . I  se n t tw o  d e p u tie s 
b e ca u se  I  c o u ld n 't tru s t  m y s e lf to b e h a ve  w ith  th e  a p p ro p ria te  

co u rte sy .
I  w a sn 't a w a re  o f it  at th e  tim e , b u t in  2005 B e rn a rd  D o n o u - 

g h u e , w h o  a ss is te d  th e  p rim e  m in is te r , p u b lish e d  h is  D ow ning
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Street D ia ry : With Harold W ilson in  No. 10, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  th is  

e n try  o n  Ja n u a ry  14, 1974, c o n c e rn in g  a co n v e rsa tio n  he h ad  
w ith  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l S a m  S ilk in ;  "[Sarr^] h a d  m et H a ro ld  

E v a n s  fo r th e  f irs t  tim e  th e  o th e r e v e n in g  at th e  A m e ric a n  

A m b a ssa d o r's  re sid e n ce  a n d  th o u g h t h e  w a s a 'fa n a tic ' fo r

o p e n  g o ve rn m e n t___S a m  sa id , 'H e 's  v e ry  to u g h . H e  s a id  to  m e

"ft's  g ra n ite  a g a in st g ra n ite ."  H e  m a y  b e  g ra n ite . I  c e rta in ly  am  
n o t .'" It  d id n 't  so u n d  lik e  m e, b u t if  I  d id n 't  re c o g n iz e  m y s e lf 

in  th is  scen e , I  a lso  d id n 't  re c o g n iz e  th e  sh e ep  th e  a tto rn e y  

g e n e ra l a ffe cte d  to  be.
F o r n in e  w e e ks I  p la y e d  ca t a n d  m o u se  w ith  th e  C a b in e t 

O ffic e , a c c e p tin g  so m e re q u e sts  fo r d e le tio n s, b u t in  th e  e n d  

w e  p u b lish e d  100,000 w o rd s  a n d  b ro k e  e v e ry  re stric tio n . T h e  

a tto rn e y  g e n e ra l th e n  sh e d  h is  w o o l a n d  b a re d  h is  teeth . H e  

so u g h t a c o u rt o rd e r to  fo rce  th e  p u b lis h e r o f C ro ssm a n 's  b o o k  

to  a ccep t th e  c e n so rsh ip  w e 'd  d efeated . I  c o u ld n 't to lerate  see­

in g  the e xe cu to rs a n d  p u b lis h e r s in g le d  o u t in  th is  w a y  W ith in  
d a y s  o f th e  w r it  b e in g  se rv e d  o n  th e m , w e  ra n  u n p u b lis h e d  

C ro s s m a n  m a te ria l a n d  w e re  d u ly  jo in e d  in  th e  le g a l a ctio n .

W e lo st in  the H ig h  C o u r t  b u t w o n  in  th e  C o u rt  o f A p p e a l. 

S o o n  a fte rw a rd  a  co m m itte e  o f in q u iry , to w h ic h  I  g a ve  e v i­

d en ce, re co m m e n d e d  th a t m in is te r ia l m e m o irs n o  lo n g e r be 

re g u la te d  b y  statute . T h e  lo g ja m  h a d  b e e n  b ro k e n , b u t a n  e ve n  

fie rc e r co n te st w dth g o v e rn m e n t w a s  p e n d in g .
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