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Boris ‘conflict of interest’ over raided Tory MP

Evening Standard 3.12.08

Borls Johnson was today at the centre of a confiict of interest dispute after he admitted speaking to arrested Tory MP

Damian Green and being convinced of his innocence.

The Mayor, who is also self-appointed chair of the Metropolitan Police Authority, was accused of pre-judging the police
investigation into Whitehall leaks.

He denied passing on any sensitive operational information to his friend and former colleague, who he has spoken to
since his arrest, but said he was simply trying to establish whether police action was appropriate. Scotland Yard has
been struggling to justify its actions since it held Mr Green and searched his London and constituency homes as well as

his Commons office last week.

But acting Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson robustly defended his force's actions at the regular

London Assembly meeting.

He insisted the police had an obligation to follow up evidence "wherever it may take us" and denied there had been any
political interference from either the Mayor or Home Secretary Jacqui Smith during the inquiry.

Sir Paul also explained that counter-terror officers had arrested Mr Green because the Met's anti-terror operations had
merged with Special Branch, responsible for investigating potential breaches of national security, in 2006.

He denied the police had used Home Office civil servant Christopher Galley, who was arrested last month, to help
entrap the MP or that they had used any electronic tapping devices.

Mr Johnson was first informed of the Mr Green's arrest shortly before it took place last Thursday. At the time, he
warned the acting Met chief that he felt the action was dispropotrtionate and would be deeply

controversial.

"I think it was entirely right as chairman of the MPA to give my instinct, my feeling, my hunch, that I thought this would
probably go very badly and that people would then take a fot of convincing that this action was not disproportionate,"
he told the Assembly today.

“For my own part, of course we have to await the outcome of the inquiry, but I still remain to be convinced that it
wasn't disproportionate. So I abide by what I said."

But London Assembly members were astonished by his decision to contact Mr Green - a suspect in an ongoing

investigation,

Labour member Len Duvall, former chair of the MPA, said that the row should prompt the Mayor to consider his position
as chairman of the Met watchdog. He said: "I'm absolutely astonished and it's completely wrong in terms of his

position."

Mr Johnson justified his decision saying it was "perfectly proper” to try to establish the full facts of the case.
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He admitted the MP was “a friend and an ex-colleague" and that he was concerned when he heard the police search of
his home had made Mr Green's chlldren cry. "I'm not involved in an investigation. I'm not in any way a part of the
operational side of this. I think there's a duty to inform myself about what is going on to avoid unnecessary errors," Mr

Johnson said.

"T thought I did the right thing there for the sake of my own conscience, just to talk to Damian and make sure that I've

understood circumstances correctly and I see absolutely no harm in that whatsoever,
"I cannot possibly be perceived of straying into operational territory. I'm a mere toenail in alf of this."

He also stunned Assembly members by apparently prejudging the outcome of the police investigation into the alleged
leaks. "It's my hunch that it will not produce either a charge or a prosecution,”" he said.

Dee Doocey, the Liberal Democrat London Assembly spokeswoman on policing, said: "I find it frankly astonishing that
Boris Johnson told the Assembly that ‘it is unlikely that any charges or prosecution will be brought.It is not the job of
the MPA chair to make public his views on the outcome of an on-going investigation. Boris Johnson should now reflect

if he is the right person to chair the authority at this time."

But shadow foreign secretary William Hague sprung to the defence of the Mayor. "Borls Johnson was until recently a
Member of Parliament. Like all of us, he would have contacts with his colleagues. You can't expect Boris Johnson not to
know other politicians so I can't see that there's a conflict of interest there," he said.

When asked by Sky News if Mr Johnson had been wrong to reveal details of an active police investigation, Mr Hague
said: "No. I think Boris is entitled to speak out, after all he replaced a Mayor who spoke about everything he ever saw
fit to speak about.” But Labour Assembly member John Biggs earlier told the Mayor: "The public perception is that if
you're speaking to someone who could become an accused person, a witness, a suspect in a criminal matter and you
are chair of the police authority, that there is a conflict in the public mind about your two roles there."

Meanwhile, Sir Paul insisted the decision to arrest Mr Green - and to search his homes and Commons office - had been

taken by pollce In line with normal operational procedures.

He denied that either the Home Secretary or the Mayor had interfered in the investigation but said Ms Smith had
sought his assurances that the inquiry was lawful and necessary He added: "It's right that we should be held to account

at the appropriate time,"
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Scotland Yard 'livid' with Boris for
speaking to Damian Green after his arrest
and calling investigation 'doomed’

By Daily Mail Reporter

Last updated at 1:37 AM on 4th December 2008
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Boris Johnson faced calls to step down as head of Scotland Yard's governing body because he
contacted Damian Green following his arrest in the Home Office leaks case.

. Critics said it was astonishing and inappropriate that London's Mayor - and chairman of the
Metropolitan Police Authority - had been in touch with someone on police bail.

Mr Johnson also faced a barrage of criticism from London Assembly members after publicly
stating that he believes the police investigation into Mr Green is doomed.

Metropolitan Police Authority Acting Commissioner, Sir Paul Stephenson and London
Mayor Boris Johnson at the London Assembly meeting

Scotland Yard has been struggling to justify its actions since it held Mr Green and searched
his London and constituency homes as well as his Commons office last week.

Privately, Yard chiefs were 'livid' about his comments, which they saw as an attempt to

influence the outcome of the inquiry into the Tory MP. But the Mayor said his actions were
'entirely right' because the politician is a close friend.
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He also flatly denied passing any sensitive police information to the suspect and said he had a
'hunch' he would not be charged.

But acting Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson robustly defended his
force's actions at the regular London Assembly meeting.

He insisted the police had an obligation to follow up evidence "wherever it may take us" and
denied there had been any political interference from either the Mayor or Home Secretary

Jacqui Smith during the inquiry.

Sir Paul also explained that counterterror officers had arrested Mr Green because the Met's
anti-terror operations had merged with Special Branch, responsible for investigating potential
breaches of national security, in 2006.

He denied the police had used Home Office civil servant Christopher Galley, who was
arrested last month, to help entrap the MP or that they had used any electronic tapping
devices.

More...

o Speaker blames police for Tory MP's arrest fiasco and reveals they did NOT have
search warrant

o Mandelson accuses Tories of 'colluding' with Damian Green over Home Office leaks

Mr Johnson was first informed of the Mr Green's arrest shortly before it took place last
Thursday. At the time, he warned the acting Met chief that he felt the action was
disproportionate and would be deeply controversial.

"I think it was entirely right as chairman of the MPA to give my instinct, my feeling, my
hunch, that I thought this would probably go very badly and that people would then take a lot
of convincing that this action was not disproportionate," he told the Assembly today.
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Damian Green attends the State Opening of Parliament

"For my own part, of course we have to await the outcome of the inquiry, but
I still remain to be convinced that it wasn't disproportionate. So I abide by what I said."

But London Assembly members were astonished by his decision to contact Mr Green - a
suspect in an ongoing investigation.

Labour member Len Duvall, former chair of the MPA, said that the row should prompt the
Mayor to consider his position as chairman of the Met watchdog. He said: "I'm absolutely
astonished and it's completely wrong in terms of his position."

Mr Johnson justified his decision saying it was "perfectly proper” to try to establish the full
facts of the case.

He admitted the MP was "a friend and an ex-colleague" and that he was concerned when he
heard the police search of his home had made Mr Green's children cry. "I'm not involved in
an investigation. I'm not in any way a part of the operational side of this.

I think there's a duty to inform myself about what is going on to avoid unnecessary errors,"
Mr Johnson said.

"I thought I did the right thing there for the sake of my own conscience, just to talk to
Damian and make sure that I've understood circumstances correctly and I see absolutely no
harm in that whatsoever.
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"I cannot possibly be perceived of straying into operational territory. I'm a mere toenail in all
of this."

He also stunned Assembly members by apparently prejudging the outcome of the police
investigation into the alleged leaks. "It's my hunch that it will not produce either a charge or a

prosecution," he said.

Dee Doocey, the Liberal Democrat London Assembly spokeswoman on policing, said: "I find
it frankly astonishing that Boris Johnson told the Assembly that 'it is unlikely that any
charges or prosecution will be brought'. It is not the job of the MPA chair to make public his
views on the outcome of an on-going investigation. Boris Johnson should now reflect if he is
the right person to chair the authority at this time."

But shadow foreign secretary William Hague sprung to the defence of the Mayor. "Boris
Johnson was until recently a Member of Parliament. Like all of us, he would have contacts
with his colleagues. You can't expect Boris Johnson not to know other politicians so I can't
see that there's a conflict of interest there," he said.

When asked by Sky News if Mr Johnson had been wrong to reveal details of an active police
investigation, Mr Hague said: "No. I think Boris is entitled to speak out, after all he replaced
a Mayor who spoke about everything he ever saw fit to speak about."

But Labour Assembly member John Biggs earlier told the Mayor: "The public perception is
that if you're speaking to someone who could become an accused person, a witness, a suspect
in a criminal matter and you are chair of the police authority, that there is a conflict in the
public mind about your two roles there."

Mr Johnson faced widespread criticism when, on his first day as chairman of the MPA two
months ago, he ousted Sir Ian Blair as head of Scotland Yard.

Meanwhile, Sir Paul insisted the decision to arrest Mr Green - and to search his homes and
Commons office - had been taken by police in line with normal operational procedures.

He denied that either the Home Secretary or the Mayor had interfered in the investigation but
said Ms Smith had sought his assurances that the inquiry was lawful and necessary He added:
"It's right that we should be held to account at the appropriate time."

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1091650/Scotland- Yard-livid-Boris-
speaking-Damian-Green-arrest-calling-investigation-doomed. html#ixzz1 I'WDpsvnx
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PROFILE: They couldn’t have picked on
anyone wetter

Daily Mail

By Edward Heathcoat-Amory

Last updated at 1:49 AM on 29th November 2008
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Of all the Tories who could have been dragged off by police for being involved in a wicked
plot to destabilise the Government, Damian Green is the least likely candidate.

The politically dripping-wet Tory spokesman on immigration was specifically given that job
by David Cameron because his reputation as one of the most moderate and liberal members
of the Tory Party would allow him to tackle this thorny subject without being labelled an
extremist.

Mr Green is, personally and politically, one of the least provocative members of the
Conservative front bench.
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Damian Green: Undoubted talent

More...

e MPs unite to say: Speaker Martin 'must go'

e ANALYSIS: A state-sanctioned act of bullying

e Police state Britain: This MP's crime was to reveal truths Labour didn't want you to
know

e RICHARD LITTLEJOHN Damian Green's arrest is a monstrous abuse of power by
the same gangsters who hounded Dr David Kelly to death

e Reporter who faced the same charge as MP Damian Green asks: Was he bugged like
me

e Most shocking 6 hours of my life - MP Damian Green's wife tells how anti-terror
police raiders even took their love letter

e MAIL COMMENT: Damian Green police operation is a criminal assault on our civil
liberties

On several occasions, rumours have circulated within the party that he was considering
defecting to Labour, and he fell out with both William Hague and Michael Howard because
he believed they were taking the party too far to the Right.

This is the kind of the Conservative who is the vice-chairman of the John Smith Memorial
Trust, set up in memory of the former Labour leader.

He is a one-man walking advertisement for One Nation Conservatism and a bipartisan
approach to politics.

So for him to be chosen as the target for a vicious politically-inspired attack is a spectacular
misjudgment. '

Damian Green, 52, was born in Barry, South Wales and educated in Reading and then at
Balliol College Oxford.

He was, like so many aspiring Tories before him, President of the Union.
On leaving university, he became a business journalist, ending up as Channel 4’s city editor.

He left to join John Major’s policy unit in 1992 and became MP for the safe seat of Ashford
in Kent in 1997.

Since then, he has had a rocky relationship with the Tory hierarchy, who have recognised his
talent but questioned his politics.

In particular, staunch enthusiasm for the European Union has placed him in a small and, at
times, beleaguered minority.
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But he has never been afraid to make his presence felt, and in 1999 had to spend the
Conservative conference hiding from William Hague’s irate spin doctors after publishing a
pamphlet attacking the party for moving too far to the Right.

On Hague’s departure, he backed Ken Clarke and was rather surprised when Iain Duncan
Smith appointed him shadow education minister.

But he set about building bridges with the teaching unions, adopting a strikingly conciliatory
tone, and insisting the Tories must not be the nasty party.

When Michael Howard became leader, Mr Green soon fell out with him over what he saw as
the rightward drift of the party, and resigned rather than be demoted.

But his undoubted talents and media savvy kept him in the political game, and David
Cameron brought him back on to the front bench as immigration spokesman.

He’s done a good job in this role, holding the Government to account.

In keeping with his modernist credentials, his wife Alicia, with whom he has daughters aged
18 and 15, works as a successful family-law barrister.

In short, Mr Green is the very model of a modern liberal Conservative, and as such there is
likely to be a good deal of sympathy for his predicament from MPs of all parties.

If the Government wanted to single out a suitable Tory martyr, it has picked the wrong man.

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1090377/PROFILE-They-couldn-8217-
t-picked-wetter. html#ixzzl IWLs[INR
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