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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  J O U R N A L I S M :  M O  D U L E  G U ID E

Semester 1 2011-12 
J03178 
Level 3 
Credits: 15

M o d u le  L e a d e r  -  M a ry  B ra id

EXT
E m a i
O ffic b  n o u r s :  iv io ii a iiu  iu e s '2 - 4

A IM S

T o  p r o m o te  u n d e r sta n d in g  o f  h o w  th e  g lo b a l n e w s  a g e n d a  is  se t
T o  d e v e lo p  a w a r e n e ss  o f  th e  p r e ssu r e s  th a t sh a p e  th e  r o le  o f  th e  fo r e ig n
rep orter  an d  th e  o p e r a tio n  o f  th e  fo r e ig n  d e sk

T o  p r o m o te  a w a r e n e ss  o f  in te r n a tio n a l is s u e s  and in s t itu t io n s
T o  e x a m in e  th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  w a r  r e p o r tin g
T o  u n d ersta n d  h o w  th e  fo r e ig n  c o r r e sp o n d e n t m a n n in g  a fo r e ig n  b u reau  
o p e r a te s

L E A R N IN G  O UTC O M ES
On successful completion o f the module, students w ill be able to:

•  E n g a g e  in  cr itica l d e b a te  a b o u t th e  g lo b a l n e w s  m e d ia ’s p r io r it ie s  an d  c o n te n t
•  E x p la in  h o w  fo r e ig n  rep orters an d  d e sk s  o p era te  an d  w h y

•  Id e n tify  th e  m a in  in tern a tio n a l in s t itu t io n s  an d  th e  g lo b a l i s s u e s  th e y  w e r e  
crea ted  to  a d d ress

•  E x p la in  th e  p articu lar  c h a lle n g e s , sk il ls  an d  d a n g ers  o f  w a r  r e p o r tin g

•  M a k e  ju d g e m e n ts  a b o u t w h ic h  s to r ie s  sh o u ld  b e  c o v e r e d  in  v a r io u s  parts o f  
th e  w o r ld , ju s t ify  th o s e  ju d g e m e n ts  an d  d e v e lo p  th o s e  s to r ie s  u s in g  B r it ish  
so u r c e s

T E A C H IN G  A N D  L E A R N IN G  STR ATEG Y
T h is  o n e -s e m e s te r  m o d u le  w i l l  b e  d e liv e r e d  th o u g h  w e e k ly  tw o -h o u r  w o r k sh o p s  
c o m p r is in g  o f  w e e k ly  d is c u s s io n s  o f  w o r ld  n e w s , sh ort le c tu r e s  an d  stu d en t  
p r e se n ta tio n s . T h e  le c tu r e r  w i l l  d o  m o s t  o f  th e  sh ort le c tu r e s  b u t th ere  w i l l  a lso  b e  tw o  
fo r e ig n  c o r r e sp o n d e n t sp ea k ers . C la s s  m a y  h a v e  to  b e  f le x ib le  w ith  th e  t im e ta b le  i f  a 
g u e s t  le c tu rer  h a s , at th e  la s t  m in u te , to  r e sc h e d u le  a v is it .

W o r k sh o p s  w i l l  u s u a lly  start w ith  a sh o rt d is c u s s io n  o f  n e w s  fro m  a c r o ss  th e  g lo b e .  
Y o u  w il l  b e  d iv id e d  in to  sm a ll g r o u p s  fo r  th e s e  d is c u s s io n s , w ith  e a c h  g ro u p  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  a p a rticu la r  r e g io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  ( e g  th e  M id d le  E a st) . E a c h  g ro u p  w il l  
b e  e x p e c te d  to  m e e t  -  o r  at th e  e v e r y  le a s t  c o m m u n ic a te  e le c tr o n ic a lly  -  in  a d v a n c e  o f
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c la s s  to  d is c u s s  th e  n e w s  fro m  th e ir  area  an d  a n a ly se  th e  w a y  s to r ie s  in  th e ir  p a tch  
h a v e  b e e n  c o v e r e d . G ro u p s w i l l  b e  s e le c te d  at ra n d o m  e a c h  w e e k  to  ta lk  a b o u t  
c o v e r a g e  o f  th e ir  o w n  p a tch . A n a ly s is  ca n  ta k e  m a n y  fo r m s b u t  it  c o u ld , fo r  e x a m p le ,  
fo c u s  o n  th e  r e la t iv e  m er its  o f  s to r ie s  fro m  d iffe r e n t  parts o f  th e  g lo b e  or  th e  trea tm en t  
o f  d iffe r e n t  fo r e ig n  n e w s  s to r ie s  or  d iffe r e n t  c o u n tr ie s  and r e g io n s  b y  th e  sa m e  or  
d iffe r e n t  m e d ia . S tu d en ts  w i l l  b e  e x p e c te d  to  c o n n e c t  th e  th e m e s  th a t e m e r g e  in  
p r e se n ta t io n s  fro m  b o th  stu d en ts  an d  th e  le c tu r e r  w ith  th e  c o v e r a g e  o f  th e ir  p a tch .

E a c h  o f  th e  g r o u p s  w i l l  a ls o  m a k e  a o n e - o f f  p r e se n ta t io n  an d  le a d  c la s s  d is c u s s io n  (to  
f i l l  a 3 0 - 4 0  m in u te  s lo t )  o n  a g iv e n  in tern a tio n a l n e w s  to p ic . T h is  w i l l  c o n s t itu te  30%  
o f  th e  f in a l m ark. (T h e  r e m a in in g  70 %  o f  th e  o v e r a ll m ark  is  a llo c a te d  to  a 2 0 0 0  w o r d  
e s s a y )

I t’s im p o r ta n t to  u n d ersta n d  th a t th is  is  n o t  a c o u r se  in  w h ic h  y o u  ca n  turn u p  an d  ju s t  
l is te n  p a s s iv e ly  to  th e  le c tu rer  fo r  tw o  h o u rs . It req u ir e s  g ro u p  an d  in d iv id u a l  
p rep a ra tio n  and p a r tic ip a tio n . O u ts id e  th e  w o r k sh o p  s e s s io n s , y o u  w i l l  b e  e x p e c te d  to  
im m e r se  y o u r s e lv e s  in  fo r e ig n  n e w s  th ro u g h  n e w sp a p e r s  -  b o th  in  hard  c o p y  and  
o n lin e  - an d  th ro u g h  terrestria l an d  sa te llite  b ro a d c a stin g . I t’s im p o r ta n t to  b e  a b le  to  
c o m p a r e  an d  c o n tra st c o v e r a g e  o f  p a rticu la r  fo r e ig n  s to r ie s  -  e g  A1 J a zeera  v  C N N  or  
In d e p e n d e n t  v  T e le g r a p h  - s o  y o u  ca n  d e b a te  th e  is s u e s  arou n d  g lo b a l n e w s .

W h ile  th e  c o r e  an d  r e c o m m e n d e d  te x ts  are h e lp fu l ( s e e  b ib lio g r a p h y ) , th e r e  is  a lso  
lo t s  o f  o th e r  r e le v a n t  m a ter ia l in  p r in t and o n - lin e  r e la tin g  to  e a c h  w e e k ’s to p ic . S o m e  
o f  th is  m a ter ia l w i l l  b e  f la g g e d  u p  in  a d v a n c e  o f -  an d  p o s te d  a fter  - s e s s io n s  b u t  
stu d e n ts  w i l l  a ls o  b e  e x p e c te d  to  d o  th e ir  o w n  resea rch .

P R O G R A M M E
W E E K  1 (T h u rs d a y  S ep t 2 8 )

IN TR O
M o d u le  and a s s e s s m e n t  e x p la n a tio n . S e tt in g  u p  fo r e ig n  c o r r e sp o n d e n t and  
p r e se n ta tio n  g r o u p s  1 -9 . E x p la n a tio n  o f  w e e k ly  g r o u p  rep orts an d  th e  o n e - o f f  g ro u p  
p r e se n ta tio n s .

P R A C T IC A L
GROUP/CLASS DISCUSSION
W e  lo o k  at tw o  p ie c e s  o f  w r it in g  fro m  A fg h a n is ta n  an d  N o r th  K o rea .
W h a t are th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  fo r e ig n  rep ortin g?  H o w  d o e s  it  d if fe r  fro m  d o m e s t ic  
jo u r n a lism ?

A ls o  L ara  L o g a n  rep o r tin g  o n  th e  A rab S p r in g  in  C a iro , T im  H e th e r in g to n  c o v e r in g  
r e v o lu t io n  in  L ib y a  an d  S te p h e n  F arrell o n  tr a g e d y  in  A fg h a n is ta n . W a s  it / is  it  w o r th  
th e  risk?

P R E P A R A TIO N  FO R  N E X T  W E E K  
Each group must prepare th e ir patch reports.

GROUP 1 should start prepariug fo r  th e ir preseutatiou iu  week 3. O ther groups 
should start p lauuiug fo r th e ir preseutatious.
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W E E K  2 (O c to b e r  5 )
DISCUSSION OF LA S T  SEVEN DAYS OF FO R E IG N  NEW S 

LE C TU R E
M A IN  ISSUES AR O U N D  TH E  G L O B A L  NEW S A G E N D A  -  PA R T 1
W h o  se ts  it, w h a t  g e ts  c o v e r e d , w h a t ’s ig n o r e d ?  O b je c t iv e /s u b je c t iv e  rep ortin g?  
D o m in a n t  w o r ld  v ie w s  an d  m e d ia  o w n e r sh ip ?

P R A C T IC A L
O B JE C T IV E  REPO RTING ? TH E  SLY PO W ER  OF W ORDS
G rou p  d is c u s s io n  o f  M id d le  E a s t  n e w s  report. P lu s  fo r m e r  T im e s  M id d le  E a s t  
c o r r e sp o n d e n t S a m  K ile y  w r ite s  a b o u t r e s ig n in g  o v e r  w o r d s  and T h e  In d e p e n d e n t’s 
R o b e r t  F is k  o n  w e a s e l  w o r d s  in  th e  M id d le  E a st.

P R E P A R A TIO N  FO R  N E X T  W E E K  
Each group must prepare th e ir patch reports.

GROUP 1 to make th e ir preseutatiou uext week

W E E K S  (O c t 12)
DISCUSSION OF LA S T  SEVEN DAYS OF FO R E IG N  NEW S 

LE C TU R E
M A IN  ISSUES AR O U N D  TH E  G L O B A L  NEW S A G E N D A  -  PA R T 2
T h e  c h a n g in g  fa c e  o f  fo r e ig n  rep o rtin g . H o w  it  u s e d  to  w o r k  an d  h o w  it  w o r k s  in  th e  
D ig ita l  A g e . J u st h o w  p o o r  is  th e  cu rren t h e a lth  o f  fo r e ig n  o p s?
C h a lle n g e s  to  th e  sta tu s q u o  - fro m  A1 J a zeera  to  c it iz e n  jo u r n a lis ts  an d  lo c a l  
b lo g g e r s .
T o p  d o w n  fo r c e s  v ia  b o tto m  u p  fo r c e s  in  fo r e ig n  n e w s  and story  s e le c t io n .

GROUP 1 PR ES EN TATIO N
Is objective foreign reporting  possible o r desirable? The case fo r and against the 
Journalism  o f A ttachm ent

P R E P A R A TIO N  FO R  N E X T  W E E K  
Each group must prepare th e ir patch reports.

GROUP 2 to make th e ir presentation next week

W E E K  4 (O c t 19)
DISCUSSION OF LA S T  SEVEN DAYS OF FO R E IG N  NEW S 

LE C TU R E  - W A R  R E P O R TIN G  1
H isto r y  o f  w a r  r e p o r tin g  an d  th e  truth, l ie s ,  c e n so r sh ip  d eb a te . F r o m  th e  T im e s ’ m a n  
in  th e  C rim ea , W ill ia m  H o w a r d  R u s s e l l ,  to  Ju lian  A s s a n g e ’s W ik ile a k s  fro m  Iraq
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G R O U P 2 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The pros and cons o f em bedded w ar reporting? Shonld news organisations seize 
on opportnnities for em bedded reporting or dism iss them  as attem pts to censor 
and control?

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K  

Each gronp m nst prepare their patch reports.

G R O U P 3 to m ake their presentation next w eek

WEEK 5 (Oct 26)
D ISC U SSIO N  O F LA ST SEVEN D A Y S O F FO R E IG N  NEW S  

LE C T U R E -  W A R  R E PO R T IN G  TW O  FR O M  G U EST SPE A K E R  (TEA) 

G R O U P 3 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The role o f the local reporter in the Iraq w ar coverage. The ethics o f foreign  
news organisations em ploying local reporters to take the biggest and deadliest 
risks.

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K  
Each gronp m nst prepare their patch reports.

G R O U P 4 to m ake their presentation after R eading W eek

WEEK 6 (Nov 2) - READING WEEK

WEEK 7 (Nov 9)
D ISC U SSIO N  O F LA ST SEVEN D A Y S O F FO R E IG N  NEW S

LE C T U R E -  G U EST L E C T U R E R  G R A H A M  H O L LID A Y , R EU T ER S  
C O R R E SPO N D E N T  IN K IG A L I O N H O W  TO M A K E FO R E IG N  W O R K  AS  
A  ST R IN G ER /FR EE LA N C E

G R O U P 4 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The rise o f news bloggers and citizen jonrnalists from  Bnrm a to Iraq -  gift or 
threat to “professional” foreign news and “professional” foreign jonrnalists?

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K
Critique o f  next seven days o f  foreign news in your group’s patch.
GROUP 5 to present next week,
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WEEK 8 (N o v  16)
D ISC U SSIO N  O F LA ST SEVEN D A Y S O F FO R E IG N  NEW S  

LE C T U R E -  TH E “CN N E FFE C T ”
Has 24-hour news transformed politics as w ell as international news? Has it spawned 
a rash o f  “counter-hegemonic” satellite news services?

G R O U P 5 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The A1 Jazeera phenom enon. Can it and other 24-honr “connter-hegem onic” 
networks address som e o f the alleged nnfairness in the global news agenda?

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K
Critique o f  next seven days o f  foreign news in your group’s patch.
GROUP 6 to present next w eek

WEEK 9 (N o v  23)
D ISC U SSIO N  O F LA ST SEVEN D A Y S O F FO R E IG N  NEW S

LE C T U R E -  H O W  TE C H N O LO G Y  H A S R E V O LU TIO N ISED  FO R E IG N  
R E PO R TIN G . H O W  M U C H  H A S TE C H N O LO G Y  C H A N G E D  THE  
R E L A T IO N SH IP B E T W E E N  TH O SE W H O  H A V E T R A D ITIO N A L LY  
R E PO R TE D  A N D  TH O SE T R A D IT IO N A L L Y  R EPO R TE D  ON?

G R O U P 6 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The story o f the B ang B ang Clnb and the pressnres o f foreign/conflict reporting. 

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K
Critique o f  next seven days o f  foreign news in your group’s patch.
GROUP 7 to present next week,

WEEK 10 (N o v  30)
D ISC U SSIO N  O F LA ST SEVEN D A Y S O F FO R E IG N  NEW S

LE C T U R E -  TH E PO W E R  A N D  R E SPO N SIB ILITIES O F TH E FO R E IG N  
PR ESS -  FR O M  R W A N D A  TO D A R FU R , C O NG O  A N D  H AITI.
Did the international m edia fail in R w anda? I f  so, has it also failed in Darfnr, 
C ongo and H aiti?

G R O U P 7 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The R w andan m edia’s role in the R w andan genocide. W hat w ere the  
characteristics o f R w andan society and its dom estic m edia that m ade genocide  
possible?

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K
Critique o f  next seven days o f  foreign news in your group’s patch.
GROUP 8 to present next w eek
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W E E K  11 (D e c  7)
D ISC U SSIO N  O F LA ST SEVEN D A Y S O F FO R E IG N  NEW S  

LE C T U R E - G LO BA L ISSU ES A N D  IN ST ITU TIO N S
Inequality, poverty, disease, unfairtrade, global warming, the developed v developing  
worlds -  and the international institutions/bodies involved.

G R O U P 8 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The W orld B ank and IM F -  operating all over the world. A  force for good?  
Shonld the foreign reporter revere them  or treat them  w ith scepticism ?

PR E PA R A T IO N  FO R  N E X T W E E K
Critique o f  next seven days o f  foreign news in your group’s patch.
GROUP 9 to present next w eek

W E E K  12 (D e c  14)
W ID E R  G R O U P D ISC U SSIO N  O N W H A T  STUD EN TS H A V E LEA R N ED  
A B O U T  TH E C O V E R A G E OF TH E IR  O W N  PA TC H  A N D  O T H E R  PA RTS  
OF TH E W O R L D  D U R IN G  TH E SE M E STE R . L O O K IN G  FO R  O V ER A LL  
C O N C LU SIO N S

G R O U P 9 PR ESE N TA TIO N
The relationship betw een the m edia and NG O s in the daily strnggle to 
adeqnately cover the globe

A SSE SSM E N T

1. A  2000-word essay on a key aspect o f  international journalism. The essay 
questions w ill be set by the lecturer. This will make up 70% o f  the final mark.

2. A  group presentation will account for 30% o f  the final mark.

D EA D LIN E S
1. All materials -  slides and notes -  relating to group presentations must also be 
submitted with a brief description o f  the contribution o f  each group member to the 
task must be submitted by 11am , Thursday 15 D ecem ber, 2011 (O nly one folder  
per group required)

2. The 2000-word essay must be submitted by 11am , M onday, 9 Jan, 2012  

B IB L IO G R A P H Y ,
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Core texts
*Hachten, W illiam A  and Scotton, James F. (2007) The World News Prism: Global 
Information in a Satellite Age by (7th edition). (BlackwellAViley)
*Van Ginneken, Jaap, (1997) Understanding Global News: An Introduction (Sage)
* Knightley, Philip (2003) The First Casualty: The War Correspondent as Hero, 
Propagandist and Myth-Maker from  the Crimea to G ulf War I I  (Andre Deutsch) 
*Joumalism Studies, Vol 11, N o 5, 2010 (read all articles in this issue on the current 
state and future o f  foreign reporting)

R ecom m ended R eading
*Allan, Stuart and Zelizer, Barbie, (2004) Reporting War: Journalism in War Time 
(Routledge)
Ayres, Chris (2006), War Reporting fo r  Cowards (John Murray)
*Connelly, Mark, and W elch, David (2006), War and the Media: Reportage & 
Propaganda, 1900-2003 (I. B. Tauris)
*Courtemanche, Gil (2004) A Sunday at the Pool in Kigali (Vintage)
* Gourevitch, Philip (1999) We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be 
Killed With Our Families: Stories from  Rwanda (Picador)
*Herman, E S and Chomsky N  (2002) Manufacturing Consent: The Political 
Economy o f the Mass Media (Pantheon)
*Keane, Fergal (1997) Season o f  Blood: A Rwandan Journey (Penguin)
MacGregor, Brent (1997) Live, Direct and Biased? Making Television News in the 
Satellite Age (Hodder Arnold)
* M ohammed El-Nawawy and Adel Iskandar (2003) Al-Jazeera (W estview  Press) 
*Orwell, George Homage to Catalonia (Penguin)
*Pax, Salam (2003) The Baghdad Blog  (Guardian Books)
Politkovskaya, Anna (2003) A Small Corner o f  Hell: Dispatches from  Chechnya 
(University o f  Chicago Press)
*Seierstad, Asne (2006) The Bookseller o f  Kabul
* Silva, Tony (2001), Global News: Perspectives on the Information Age (Iowa State 
Press, Blackwells)
* Waugh, Evelyn, Scoop: A Novel about Journalism (Penguin)
*Zelizer, Barbie and Allan, Stuart (2002) Journalism After September I I  (Routledge)

Additional
Two really good little books, downloadable from the Reuters Institute for the Study o f  
Journalism (Oxford University) site. Part o f  a bigger series.
1 .Painter, James (2008) Counter-Hegemonic News -  A Study o f Al-Jazeera English 
and Telesur
http ://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/documents/Publications/Counter-
JJegemonic_News.pdf
2.Fossato, Floriana and Lloyd, John (2008) The Web that Failed How Opposition 
Politics and Independent Initiatives are Failing on the Internet in Russia 
http://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/documents/Publications/The_Web_th 
at_Failed.pdf

(*in our library)
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