
For Distribution to CPs

F r o m :

P R O D  (P P P U )
5“' F loo r Fry Bu ild ing  
2 M a rsh am  S treet 
L o n d o n  S W 1 P  4 D F

S  020  7035  0853

cc  D av id  H anson  
Lo rd  W e s t

, D av id  Norm ington 
S tephen  R im m er 

. T y s o n  H epp le  
' T o r n  D r e w

S tephen  Ke rshaw  
S im on  W ren  
P e te r E d m und.son

24 Feb rua ry  2010

Lucan  H erberq

Hom e S e c re tary

P R E S S  S T A N D A R D S  P R IV A C Y  A N D  L I B E L  ' ,

issue.

You asked  fo r ad v ice  on the extract o f the above Cu lture , M ed ia  and Sport 
Se le c t Com m ittee 's  report relating to the News of the W orld  phone hackinq 
a llegations. ’ ‘

T im ing ■

2. Immediate, The  report has been p.ubiished today 

Sum m ary

3. The Com m ittee  s report exam ines the ba lance  betw een pe rsona l privacy
and freedom  o f the p ress  with particular re fe rence  to the ro le and 
e ffectiveness of the P o lice  Com pla in ts Com m iss ion  (PC C ). T he  Com m ittee 
used seve ra l m ajor sto ries as casem tudies, includ ing the N ew s of the W orld 
VO ice -m essage  hack ing a llegations that resulted in the conviction  and 
im prisonm ent o f a journa list and a private investigator in 2C07. Background 
set out m ore fu lly at A n n e x  A. ’

4. The  C om m ittee ’s main criticism  of this ep isode  is rese rved  for the N ew s o f 
the  W o rld  (NoTW ) with a conclusion  that the extent of hack ing  and 
know ledge of it in the ,organ isation  must have been far m ore w idespread  than 
w as eve r pub lic ly  acknow ledged  or cam e to light through the po lice  
investigations. T h is  has triggered renewed interest'in  the ep isode. There  is 
implied, a lthough not direct, criticism  of the M P S  to the extent that they did not 
more v igorously  pu rsue  poss ib le  leads and interviews with N oT W  staff in 2006 
to uncover the extent of poss ib le  activity. The H om e O ff ic e  is not m entioned 
directly but the Com m ittee  suggests that the Regu lation  o f Investigatory 
Pow ers A c t (R IPA ) is am ended to,cover all hack ing of phone m essages
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5. T h e  i n S u a ' s f o r  u r ia w fu l in tercep tion  (s i

‘k ?  H ^ t e  e A h l  3 u k ; S u e n . „  specu lated  th a t n ranv celedrtens or

„ w e s l i g a t o n  w a s  th ^ e o  j ^ p p

’k r d e o  tte fp T o k rk  dec is io n s  had been taken  at the  tim e  b ased  on the  
k k a ila b le  e v id e n c e  and  likelihood of securing p roper convic tions . T h e  story  
h a s  c o ^ ik t k d t o k e v e r ,  sporadicaiiy , to attract in terest a n d  specu lation ,

the  rev iew , s ^  guess  the police o p era tio n a l ju d g em e n ts .
not " " k  “k k k r o e n c ^  '’noted to fac tua l q u es tio n s  c o n e . -.,pg
k rk 7 e s k  k k k fo k k k k m p k fp a s s in g  on questions ra ised by M P s  i.r reit.n n tp

David H anson 's  statement.

C o n s ide ration
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H and ling

11. 1 h is c a se  w as  high profile at the time and has continued to attract
com m ent period ica lly , with pers isten t attempts to d iscove r how  m any private 
ind iv idua ls m ight have  been affected. The y P S  has stead fastly  refused to 
specu la te  on how  m any peop le  m ight have been affected, referring instead to 
a sm all num ber o f ind iv idua ls for whom they have specific  e v id ence  and who 
they have d irectly  a lerted to poss ib le  hacking. The R epo rt’s pub lication  has 
reignited in terest in this particu lar issue and Ch ris  H uhne has tab led a PQ  
today - ask ing  about the num ber of ind ividuals warned by the M P S  about 
poss ib le  tapp ing o f the ir te lephones. Th is m irrors one he a sked  in D ecem ber 
last year,

12. fh e  pub lication  of the report will reignite interest in the story. D .CMS has 
been taking the lead on m edia inquiries, but the spec ific  m ention o f R iP A  
leg is lation and its ability to protect v ictim s of data theft is likely to fo cus 
attention on the H om e O ffice arid whether the law needs to be changed

13. P re s s  O ffice  recom m ends agree ing the statem ent cop ied  be low  to 
add re ss  po ss ib le  inqu iries spec ifica lly  around R IP A  and sharing  vdth other 
governm ent-departm ents and the police. W e  will continue to' refer genera l 
inqu iries to D C M S , and inquiries about the investigation to the Met,

“The  po lice  a lready have a range of powers ava ilab le  to dea l with data 
theft. W e  wilt study the find ings of the com m ittee carefu lly, [but wifi not 
hesitate  to change leg is la tion  if needed].” "

C lea ran ce

14. C leared 'w ith  O S C T , P re ss  O ffice  and MoJ.
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AN r4EX  A

T h „  G uard ian  new spaper ran a story on Thursday 9 Ju ly  2009, with foJow-r,p 
ihB  Guard a llea ina that News International had pa id out E lm  to
keep s 'e c re U ts  Illegal m e lhods of obtaining material for s to rie s -  tapping of 
m obile phone vo icem a ils  and blagging of other pe rsona l information o
thousands of pub lic  figures.

The story stem m ed from the jailing of the N ew s of the W orld  Roya l Editor
n .v e  G oodm an  in 2007 for hacking into the m obile phones of staff ,n the 
Roval H ouseho ld  A t the time News Internationa! said M r G oodm an  had bOh-n 

?  the ir know ledge. A  private investigator, G lenn  M utcaire was
y : ; "  f? r f a p y g  .ne p ^ n e  ^f Gordon Taylor, C h ie f E xecu .ive  of the

P ro fess iona l Footballers^ Associa tion , ^

rt |03ciinQ to tfiG COHVict 1 oHs Started in
S o e y t o T c y  c e A rw a  e ^ o m d  in 0 ^ 0 : 1 1  2005 to its R oya lty  Protection
1  h rm e rn b e r s  of the Royal Househo ld  at C la ren ce  House. It
Departm ent y breaches w ithin te lephone networks over a
y n « r c a n rp e y d  Pf time. The investigation initially fo cused  on com pia ints
from three peop le  w ithin the Royal Household.

M rn cH nn  Tav lo r sued the owners of the New  of the W orld  on the bas is  that 
^ J t u h v e r m u s t  have been aware of the actions. It w as reported

ily 'a n  o ro f -C d u r t  settlement « a s  reached and The  G uard ian  cla im ed that
that an oui o i ^  e xposed  a llegations of

wTde’s"pm ad phonem aoking by News of the W orld jou rna fe ts  (not |USt Mr
G o o d L n )  was then suppressed  by the police and the H igh Court.

T' . chkhUnn nn the oria inal police' investigation, A ss is tan t C om m iss ione r 
Y ° i f '^ a t e s \ a id  on 9 Ju ly  2009 that Goodm an and M u lca ire ’s  targets ran  into 
' o r m i  of p eop le   ̂ the M R S  inqu ines showed that they used the
: fw  m A n s t a sm a lle r num ber of individuals, and that in the vast majority o, 
c T s e s ' le r e  w as insufficient ev idence to show  that tapping had actua lly  been 
ach ieved and that w here there was clear ev idence that peop le  had been th 
su b je c to f tapping, they were contacted by the police.

ThP n irpcto r of Pub lic  P rosecu tions sa id on 9 Ju ly  that the C P S  would 
n?i pyam ine the material supplied to the C P S  by the po lice  three years 

a g o C n d  that he would issue  a further statement as soon a s  the review had
been com pleted “in a matter of days . , ^

nnrina the exchanges in the House of Com m ons fo llow ing an ^Urgent 
Ouesbon on 9 Ju ly  when David Hanson m ade a short statement, ana during 
Question  ̂ statement in the Lords, concern  was raised
" T  f f h e  ro e  fy  t ^ p f e b s  Co„,p ,a in ts Com m ission . There  w as som e

" f  :  re^consider^^^^ R a fhe ; rw a T c L c e rn e d  that it m ight have been 
n 2007 during its inquiry across the British P re ss  into the use of 

Subterfuge by journalists, or that they were not told everything at that time.
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