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Julian Assange loses PCC complaint 
against New Statesman
Posted on 24 January 2012 11:29

Review of unauthorised biography contained no breach of the 
code, regulator finds.

Julian Assange

Happier times: Julian Assange photographed for the New Statesman in April 2010

T ra n sp a re n cy  ca m p a ig n e r Ju lian  A ssang e  has lost a com p la in t to the  P ress 
C om p la in ts  C om m iss ion  ove r a book re v ie w  in the  N e w  S ta tesm an.

In a p iece head lined  "E ve ry  S tone U n tu rn e d ", a re v ie w  o f the  "un au thorised  
a u tob iog rap hy" o f  A ssang e  pub lished by C anonga te , Jam es Ball w ro te :

[A ndrew ] O 'H aga n 's  w riting  is a t its best cove ring  A ssang e 's  
ea rly  life: a no m ad ic  ex is te nce  in ru ra l A ustra lia , rep le te  w ith  
flop py  d isks  h idden in beeh ives  and n igh tly  fo rays  th rough 
secu re  se rve rs . Y e t even here, the  s trid en t note fa m ilia r from  
A ssang e 's  pub lic  p rcn cu n ce m e n ts  c fte n  van ish es , rep laced  w ith  
the  m a nnerism s o f a British aesthe te . "It occu rred  to me on the  
s teps o f the  cou rt th a t I had tra ve lled  a ve ry  long w a y  to  see 
such s n c w ," he m uses a fte r be ing g ran ted  ba il on sexua l assau lt 
cha rges in D ecem ber. The  language and tone  are w ho lly  
un charac te ris tic .

A ssang e  be lieved th a t the  re fe rence  here to  "cha rge s" w a s  in b reach c f  the 
PC C  code . "I have not been cha rged  w ith  any o ffence  and th is  s ta tem en t 
the re fo re  re p resen ts  a s ign ifica n t and m is lead ing  inaccu racy . The  fac ts  are 
no t hard to es tab lish  -  a m a tte r o f  basic  fac t-check in g  -  and a cc rre c ticn  
shcu ld  be prin ted  w ith  due p rom ine nce ." He added th a t the  artic le  
con tribu ted  to  a "hostile  m ed ia  c lim a te " and "a reduction  in m y ab ility  to  ra ise 
revenue fo r W ik ile a ks  th roug h  loss o f repu ta tion".

The  PCC d isag reed , ru ling:

It w a s  not in d ispu te  th a t the  com p la ina n t had not been fo rm a lly  
cha rged  by S w ed ish  au thorities . A s  such, a c la im  tha t S w ed ish  
p rosecu to rs  had fo rm a lly  ind ic ted  the com p la in a n t w ith  o ffences 
w ou ld  c lea rly  ra ise a breach c f  C lause  1 (i) o f  the  E ditors ' Code. 
H ow eve r, the artic les u n de r com p la in t had not m ade such  a 
c la im : ra the r th e y  had a lluded to "cha rge s" m ore  ge nera lly . In 
the  v ie w  o f the  C om m iss ion , th is  conveyed  to  readers, 
accu ra te ly , th a t the  com p la in a n t w a s  be ing accused by S w edish 
p rosecu ting  au th c ritie s  c f  having  ccm m itte d  the  o ffences  (and 
th a t p rosecu to rs  w e re  seek ing  his ex trad ition  w ith  a v ie w  to  his 
po ten tia lly  be ing  tried  fo r those  offences).

The  PCC w ro te  to  the e d ito r o f the NS, Jason  C ow ley , to  in fo rm  h im  th a t the 
com p la in t "ra ised no breach c f  the  C ode o f P ractice and d id  no t require 
fu rth e r investiga tion . T h a t is w h y  w e have not con tac ted  you ."

In the in te res ts  o f tra n sp a re n cy  and fre e d c m  c f  in fc rm a ticn , the  N ew  
S ta tesm an has up loaded  the  PCC ju d g e m e n t (he re ) and cove ring  le tte r 
(he re ).
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don’t extradition of a grinding to
abuse him appeal revolution a halt?
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By David Allen 
Green
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See all in Ju lia n  A s s a n g e

10 comments from readers
E lizabe th
24 January 2012 at 11 :59

W ords don 't mean w hat they mean when toadies s it In judgem ent on the ir 
friends? W ho'd have thunk It?

Ian HIslop w as qu ite right to  stay aw ay from  the PCC.

G ary  Lo rd
24 January 2012 at 12:05

Assange Is rightly aggrieved at fo rm er W ikiLeaks sta ffer Jam es Ball, who has 
since launched a career a t The Guardian by attacking Assange and 
W ikiLeaks re lentlessly. This Is part o f a concerted attack by the UK 
Establishm ent. I have detailed much o f It here: 
http://laraparllla .b loaspot.eom /2 0 1 1 / 1  l/guard lans-vendetta -aga lnst- 
lullan.htm l

T h om a s D ev ine  
24 January 2012 at 14:09

Assange w anted to control w hat w as said about him. He rejected 
transparency fo r himself. He'd de light in jam m ing all d ip lom acy shut(qu ie t 
ta lk  requires privacy), but he finds him self too sacred to be exposed to  public 
view. Some transparency.

s u s l2

24 January 2012 at 20:18

Ind ividuals are already transparent enough to the governm ent! Its time 
people dem and more transparency of an (elected) governm ent and no longer 
confuse the right to privacy o f an individual vs a governm ent's  ob ligation to 
transpareny+ its voters!

s u s l2

24 January 2012 at 20:37

The PCC judgem ent a lm ost sounds like an invitation fo r (further) 
inaccurances! Lets po int out tha t even the general public know the difference 
btw allegations (as usually made in tab lo id newspapers on a w eekly  basis) 
and charges w hich com e w ith the ob ligation of the prosecutor to hand over 
evidence to  the defendent. Now ju s t w hy the S W  pros.is avoid ing tha t step 
until JA is in S W  pretrial confinem ent is sth tha t on ly the pros, can but 
W O N 'T  answer (especially since they  refuse to exp la in w hy an interrogation 
abroad -a routine action by BOTH Swedish and other European pros.- 
a lleg .isn 't possib le in th is case!

s u s l2

24 January 2012 at 20:46

"As such, a claim  tha t Swedish prosecutors had form ally  indicted the 
com plainant w ith offences would c learly ra ise a breach of C lause 1 (I) o f the 
Editors' Code"

Interesting because the "general public" would norm ally and R IGHTLY so- 
v iew  charges as a form al indictm ent because tha ts EXACTLY w hat they  are!

A p o s tro p h e
25 January 2012 at 00:13

This is d isgraceful. Ball w as incorrect in stating tha t A ssange had been 
charged - a blatant untruth. And, more to  the point, the very idea tha t he 'had' 
been charged is enough to  convince the public, w ho unfortunate ly re ly on 
people like Ball to te ll them  the truth, o f A ssange's supposed guilt. Anyone 
w ith ha lf a brain can see tha t th is PCC ruling is little more than an attem pt by
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the estab lishm ent to  protect its vile, white noise quislings. W hat more did one 
really expect? V indication fo r A ssange? Not in the British media. No way.

E lizabe th
25 January 2012 at 00:28

It is interesting to see who sits on the PCC and play 6  Degrees o f Joe 
Lieberm an et al.

T o n y
25 January 2012 at 04:09

The PCC's analysis is rubbish. It is precisely the specifica lly unusual nature 
o f JA 's case w hich requires careful language... Oh what's the po int replaying 
to fake left publications such as the guardian and the old statesm an. As they 
say everyone is a socia list before the age of 30 and you have got old and 
estab lishm ent like W oodward and Joe Klien in the US.

Bob
25 January 2012 at 16:50

W onder w hat dear old J.P ilger th inks o f th is trea tm ent o f his (re latively)young 
hero? O r is he hiding behind one of the Assange-friendly com m entators 
above? W ill he w ithdraw  all future collaboration w ith the S taggers?
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